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Trinity United Methodist Church 
Alexandria, Virginia 

 
Bending Toward Justice 

 
February 5, 2023 

Eleven o’clock in the morning 

https://www.trinityalexandria.org/
https://www.trinityalexandria.org/


T  O   S  
 

Welcome to worship at Trinity. 
Whether you are worshiping in-person or online, we are so glad to worship with you this morning. 

 
Nursery is offered from 10:45 AM - 12:30 PM in room 105 

(down the stairs in the basement, first door on the right) for our youngest worshippers 
(birth through early elementary).  For children staying in worship, 

children’s worship boxes are available in the Narthex. 
 

For those worshiping online, as we prepare for a time of worship, 
we invite you to find an intentional space in your home for worship. 

We encourage you to light a candle or place something that 
reminds you of Trinity or your connection with God nearby. 

 
EFor those worshiping in person please stand in body and/or spirit. 

Out of reverence for God and respect for fellow worshipers, please silence all electronic devices. 
 

 E E E 
    

P   Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound arr. George Shearing 
    
W   Susan Collins 
 

EC   W   Rev. Dr. Youtha Hardman-Cromwell 
O wonderful fount of justice and mercy, 
We gather here to celebrate that You are a God of justice. 
We gather as a community of faith, 
 hoping to be a muscle of justice in our world. 
We gather here to celebrate that You are a God of justice. 
We come remembering how it is to labor against great odds. 
We gather here to celebrate that You are a God of justice. 
We come to worship, wanting to be partners with You in Your work in the world. 
 
INVOCATION Rev. Dr. Youtha Hardman-Cromwell 
O steadfast, loving Redeemer of the oppressed, 
We gather here to share the joy of being part of Your living body here and now,  
 the Body of Christ in the world. 
We pray that You will fill us with the overflowing sense of your presence.  
We pray that You will sharpen our awareness to what it means for us  
 to be a living testimony to Your love for all You have created,  
 all whom You love and treasure. 
Wake us up today and always to the power of love,  
 expressed in justice and equity for all,  
 as we gather in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,  
a beacon of justice who knew what it means to be treated unjustly.  Amen. 
 

EH  Great is Thy Faithfulness  
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EP   C   P  (adapted from Miriam Winter) Rev. Dr. Youtha Hardman-Cromwell 
O, Forgiving God,  
 we confess that the circle of love is repeatedly broken because of our sin of exclusion.  
We create separate circles,  
the inner circle and the outer circle,  
the circle of power and circle of oppression, 
the circle of privilege and the circle of deprivation. 
We confess that the circle of love is broken whenever there is alienation,  
or misunderstanding, or divisiveness or insensitivity or hardening of the heart.   
We confess that the circle of love is broken when we cannot live heart to heart  
and affirm our differences as gifts from You. 
Forgive us we pray. Amen 

CCLI LICENSE: #4022492  
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EP    P    

 
C ’  T  Who is Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.? Tom Tyler 
There are children’s worship boxes available in the Narthex. If you can’t find one, please ask an usher for one. 
We invite the children who are worshiping at home to pay extra special attention. Each week we will provide and 
send out the Children’s Worship Activities  for the children to do during the service.  
 
A  Give Me Jesus Arr. Keith Hampton 
In the morning when I rise, give me Jesus. You may have all this world, give me Jesus. Dark midnight was my 
cry…give me Jesus. Just about the break of day…give me Jesus. 
 
S  L  Esther 4:12-16 (New International Version) Marianne Vannatta 
 When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, he sent back this answer:  “Do not think that because you are 
in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape.  For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliver-
ance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish.  And who knows but 
that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”  Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai:  “Go, 
gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and 
my attendants will fast as you do.  When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. 
And if I perish, I perish. 
   
G  L  Luke 3:7-14 (New Revised Standard Version) Marianne Vannatta 
 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the coming wrath?  Therefore, bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  Even 
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” 
 And the crowds asked him, “What, then, should we do?”  In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats 
must share with anyone who has none, and whoever has food must do likewise.”  Even tax collectors came to be 
baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?”  He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.”  Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort 
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
  The word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God. 
 
S  “Bending Toward Justice” Rev. Dr. Youtha Hardman-Cromwell 
 
A   Susan Collins 
 
I    O   Susan Collins 
There are three ways to give at Trinity. You can give online through our online donation portal, you can give by 
text (703-783-3034), or you can place your offering in the offering plate. 

 
EO  P    

All good gifts come from you, dear Lord, 
 and from these riches we bring this offering. 
Help us to use it for the furtherance of your purpose in this place, 
 and for the benefit of those in need. Amen. 
 
O  A  Here, O My Lord Eleanor Daley 
Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face, Here would I touch and handle things unseen, here grasp with firmer 
hand the eternal grace, and all my weariness upon Thee lean. Here would I feed upon the bread of God, here 
drink with Thee, the royal wine of heaven, here would I lay aside each earthly load, and taste afresh the calm of 
sin forgiven. This is the hour of banquet and of song, this is the heavenly table spread for me, here let me feast 
and feasting still prolong the brief bright hour of fellowship with Thee. Amen. 

https://files.constantcontact.com/0d21665b001/3e47378a-4822-4a1e-b9d3-d3bfd70e3b21.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther%204%3A12-16&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3%3A7-14&version=NRSVUE
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H  C  
This morning we gather at the table as God’s people! We will be celebrating communion in-person as well as 
online today.  

If you are worshipping online with us, we invite you to prepare elements at home--bread and juice. When we con-
secrate the elements on the table, we will invite you to lift up your elements at home and you will be invited to eat 
and drink from your tables. 

T  G  T  Communion Leader: Rev. Dr. Youtha Hardman-Cromwell 
Communion Servers:  Susan Collins, Philip Reynolds and John Cardone, Debra Whitten 

Communion Music Leader: Jean Hunt 
P   G  T  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
...and so,  

with your people on earth  
and all the company of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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...and so,  
in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
 we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
as a holy and living sacrifice, 
 in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
all honor and glory is yours,  
Almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen. 

L ’  P  
Our Father, 
 who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

B   G    B   C  
 We invite all persons to the Lord’s Table. This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord and is ready for all 
who love the Lord and want to love Him more. Come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who 
have been here often and you who have not been here long, you who have tried to follow, and you who have 
failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.  
 For those worshiping online, we invite you to take your bread, dip into the cup and eat. We invite you to say a 
prayer as you receive these elements.  
 For those worshiping in person, following the direction of the ushers. As you come up to receive the bread and 
cup, you are invited to walk past the baptismal font, to touch the waters of baptism, and to make a sign of the 
cross on your head.  Afterwards, please come up to receive the bread and the cup.  Please extend your hands to 
receive the bread and dip the bread into the cup as it is offered to you. After receiving communion, we invite you 
to return to your seats through the outer aisles.  

M   C  Gordon Johnson, piano 
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S  M   T  
The flowers on the Altar are given to the glory of God. 
 
Nursery is offered from 10:45 AM - 12:30 PM in room 105 (down the stairs in the basement, first door on the 
right) for our youngest worshippers (birth through early elementary). Led by Ariana Lara and Jada Gragg.  
 
Worship In-person and Online! We worship each Sunday at 11 AM in-person and online (through our website 
and Trinity’s Facebook page).  For online worship, visit our website: www.trinityalexandria.org.  Each Saturday 
evening, we will send out an email with links to the worship sites and the bulletin for worship that Sunday. For ad-
ditional information contact office@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
February 12th-26th Sermon series: Teach us to Pray – The Lord’s Prayer:  For most of us, we struggle with 
prayer. We wonder if God hears us, if our words mean anything or if our prayers matter. So how are we supposed 
to pray? And what is supposed to happen when we pray Through this three week sermon series, we will look at the 
most powerful prayer and the prayer that Jesus taught us to pray as a model for how we are called to pray. 

 
Sign up for Trinity’s eCommunications:  Are you wondering what is goes on in the life of our church?  
Are you looking for ways to get more connected?  Or maybe you just want to keep up to date on all the 
news. Scan the QR code to the left with your camera on your phone to get connected today!  For more 
information contact the Church Office at office@trinityalexandria.org. 

P   C   Rev. Dr. Youtha Hardman-Cromwell 
Eternal God, 
we give you thanks for this holy mystery  
 in which you have given yourself to us. 
Grant that we may go into the world  
 in the strength of your Spirit,  
to give ourselves for others,  
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 

EH  Lift Every Voice and Sing page 8
   
 
ED   B   Rev. Dr. Youtha Hardman-Cromwell 
 

B  R  
 

EP  Hornpipe in D John Dixon
  
 E E E 

http://www.trinityalexandria.org
mailto:office@trinityalexandria.org
mailto:office@trinityalexandria.org
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Make your 2023 Annual Giving Commitment Today! There is still time to prayerfully consider making a finan-
cial commitment to supporting the ministries at Trinity Church in 2023. Your generosity makes possible the ministry 
of changing lives, transforming communities, and renewing the church and we thank you for the ways you are giv-
ing. You can make your commitment online or fill out the commitment card (in your pews).  For additional ques-
tions or concerns, please contact the Church Office at office@trinityalelxandria.org.  Fill out your commitment card 
online here:  https://trinityalexandria.breezechms.com/form/commitmentcard2023. 
 
How to give at Trinity: 
There are three ways to give at Trinity! 

1. Give online through our online donation portal:  https://trinityalexandria.breezechms.com/give/online. 
2. Give by text at 703-783-3034. Just send a text that says “Give” and the Amount.  
3. If you prefer to mail in your donation, you can send a check to Trinity Church, 2911 Cameron Mills 

Road, Alexandria, VA 22302. 
For further questions about how to give, visit: www.trinityalexandria.org/giving-at-trinity! 
 
To set up your Breeze account send an email to the Church Office requesting an invitation to set up your account and 
giving through Breeze. Thank you for however you give, it is all very much appreciated! For additional questions or 
concerns, contact the Church Office at office@trinityalexandria.org. 
 

G   T  C  

M  N  
Today’s prelude is arranged by iconic British jazz pianist and composer George Shearing (1919-2011). Born blind 
to working class parents, he emigrated to the United States in 1947. It was there, two years later, where he put to-
gether his groundbreaking quintet (combining piano, vibraphone, guitar, bass, and drums) whose distinctive sound 
combined elements of bebop with swing, Latin, and classical music to usher in a new age of modern chamber 
jazz.  Some notes from Charles Waring. Copyright © The Sacred Music Press  1977.  Permission to stream and reprint under ONE LI-
CENSE #A-713613. All rights reserved. 
 
Today’s anthem, a spiritual, is arranged by Keith “Doc” Hampton, organist, conductor, composer, educator, 
church musician, adjudicator, and clinician. He is the Founder and Artistic Director of the Chicago Community 
Chorus and the Director of Music Ministries and Organist/Choirmaster at the Park Manor Christian Church, Chica-
go.  Additionally, he is the president of Dr. KT Productions, Inc. in Chicago.  The origins of this spiritual appear to 
be a confluence of the white hymn tradition and the creativity and existential experiences of enslaved Africans. Nu-
merous first stanzas appear over the decades with the refrain “Give me Jesus,” though the most commonly used ini-
tial stanza now begins “In the morning when I rise.”  The Fisk Jubilee version published during Reconstruction 
seems to have influenced the choice of stanzas in concertized arrangements that started appearing in the early twen-
tieth century. “Give Me Jesus” was the first spiritual arranged by an African American composer Edward H. Boat-
ner (1898–1981) in 1918 and one of the earliest concertized arrangements. He includes just two stanzas. O, when I 
come to die . . .and  Dark midnight was my cry . . Some notes from Thomas Baynham and C. Michael Hawn. Copyright © 2000 
Augsburg Fortress. All Rights reserved. 
 
Today’s offertory anthem by Canadian composer Eleanor Daley (b. 1955) is a choral setting of the familiar poem 
of Horatius Bonar (1808-1889).  Dr. H. Bonar’s elder brother, Dr. John James Bonar, St. Andrew’s Free Church, 
Greenock, is wont after each Communion, to print a memorandum of the various services, and a suitable hymn. Af-
ter the Communion on the first Sunday of October, 1855, he asked his brother, Dr. H. Bonar, to furnish a hymn, and 
in a day or two received this hymn (possibly composed before), and it was then printed, with the memorandum, for 
the first time. It was published in Hymns of Faith and Hope, first series, 1857, in 10 stanzas of 4 lines, and headed, 
“This do in remembrance of me.”   John Julian, Dictionary of Hymnology (1907) Copyright ©1999 Permission granted to reprint 
and podcast from Alliance Music Publishers. 
 
Today’s postlude:  Copyright ©2012 by John S. Dixon  www.JohnSDixon.com. 

mailto:office@trinityalelxandria.org
https://trinityalexandria.breezechms.com/form/commitmentcard2023
https://trinityalexandria.breezechms.com/give/online
http://www.trinityalexandria.org/giving-at-trinity
mailto:office@trinityalexandria.org
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Trinity’s Table: This Wednesday, February 8th we will 
serve from 5:30 to 6:45 PM.  Reconnect and refuel with a 
delicious, home-cooked meal and the company of friends 
and Trinity members.  Please stay tuned for the menu.  
Visit www.trinityalexandria.org/trinitystable for more 
information and to sign up.  RSVP’s are due by tomor-
row, Monday, February 6th at noon. 

Conversations About Christian Ethics, Moral Dis-
cernment, and Policy: the Challenging Case of Abor-
tion, led by Dr. Sondra Wheeler. We invite you to share 
in three conversations about Christian Ethics: how the 
Christian community discerns the shape of a faithful life, 
grapples with the real complexity of moral issues, and 
participates in the public conversation about law and pol-
icy.  We will respectfully engage in the range of judg-
ments about abortion, and the complicated relationship 
between morality and law. These conversations will be 
led by Dr. Sondra Wheeler, Professor of Ethics at Wesley 
Theological Seminary. The conversations will take place 
on this evening, Sunday, February 5th from 4-5:30 PM (In 
-person), Monday, February 6th from 7:30-8:30 (via 
ZOOM) and Monday, February 13th from 7:30-8:30 PM 
(via ZOOM). We strongly encourage you to participate in 
all three sessions:  https://www.trinityalexandria.org/
christian-ethics.   Contact Mary Beth Buchholz or the 
Church Office at office@trinityalexandria.org for 
additional questions or concerns.

Trinity’s UWF (United Women in Faith) will have 
their monthly meeting on Tuesday, February 7th, 7:00-
8:30 PM in the Connecting Room.  We will have an in-
troduction and practice session on Centering Prayer.  Our 
long time Centering Prayer leader, Laura Clerici, will 
lead the session.  Laura leads our weekly Wednesday 
night’s Centering Prayer group and has happily agreed to 
come to our UWF meeting to discuss Centering Prayer 
and lead us in a short Centering Prayer period. I think 
you will enjoy this.  I have been in Laura’s group for a 
long time, and every time I attend, regardless of what is 
going on in my mind when I start, I do come out more 
calm and centered. It has been a blessing in my life. All 
women are welcome! Please contact Alva Smircina 
at asmircina@gmail.com with any questions.  

Children & Families Worship:  Next Sunday,  February 
12th at 10 AM will be Children & Families Worship in 
the Fellowship Hall! Join us for our once a month service 
that is geared towards pre-k through elementary age 
children and their families!  This will be a time together 
where we will sing our favorite songs and talk about The 
Lord’s Prayer. We will worship for 30 minutes and then 
have a light breakfast together and be done in time for 11 
AM worship.   

Acolyte Training, next Sunday, February 12th, 12:15 
PM:  We invite our children and youth to participate in 
the Acolyte program! Acolytes have the important task of 
carrying the light of Christ into the sanctuary for worship 
and out into the world after the service. This program is 
geared towards 3rd-8th graders (although not limited to 
that). We will have a special acolyte training on Sunday, 
February 12th at 12:15 PM in the sanctuary! Contact Jen 
Bemisderfer for additional questions or concerns at  
jenbemisderfer@gmail.com. 

February Senior Luncheon:  Maybe you heard how 
much fun the first one was--or maybe you were there! 
Either way, if you’re 65 and up, please come for a  
delicious lunch, conversation, and fellowship as Trinity’s 
seniors gather again, Thursday, February 23rd at noon in 
the Fellowship Hall. We’ll discuss program ideas and 
prospects for the  group’s name. If transportation is an 
issue, rides are available upon request.  For any ques-
tions, and to RSVP, please contact the Church Office by 
Monday, February 20th at 703-549-5500, or 
email office@trinityalexandria.org.  

Youth Group (6th-12th grade): Youth Group meets in 
person Sundays from 5:30-7:30 PM! We begin with a 
socially distant meal, play games and then break out into 
small groups of 6-8th and 9th-12 graders. We learn, 
grow, and do missions together. We are blessed to partner 
in Youth Group with Beverley Hills United Methodist 
Church. All are welcome to join! Contact Hannah- she/
her, at programdirector@trinityalexandria.org with any 
questions or to get added to the weekly email or go online 
to https://www.trinityalexandria.org/youthministry to see 
our upcoming events.  

T  C ’  W  N  

The Welcome Statement of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”   Matthew 10:40 

Trinity United Methodist Church is committed to be a congregation of Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors. 
We believe all people are of sacred worth and dignity as part of God’s creation and as demonstrated by the life and 
ministry of Jesus Christ. As God’s love extends to all, we welcome everyone without exception, regardless of age, 
race, ethnicity, gender, family structure, socio-economic or marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, physi-
cal or mental ability, faith history or life experience.  We recognize that we are all different, and those differences 
make us a stronger community of faith as we worship together to grow in our relationship with God and one another. 

http://www.trinityalexandria.org/trinitystable
https://www.trinityalexandria.org/christian-ethics
mailto:office@trinityalexandria.org
mailto:asmircina@gmail.com
mailto:jenbemisderfer@gmail.com
mailto:office@trinityalexandria.org
mailto:programdirector@trinityalexandria.org
https://www.trinityalexandria.org/youthministry
https://www.trinityalexandria.org/christian-ethics
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Trinity United Methodist Church 
2911 Cameron Mills Road 

Alexandria, VA 22302 
 

Phone: (703) 549-5500 | Fax: (703) 549-7410 
Church Office hours: Monday - Friday 9 AM - 5 PM 

Find us on the Web:  www.trinityalexandria.org | Facebook:  Trinity UMC-Alexandria 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church Staff 
Pastor Rev. Grace Han pastor@trinityalexandria.org 
Director of Music Linda Cancellieri music@trinityalexandria.org 
Program Director Hannah Day Donoghue programdirector@trinityalexandria.org 
Head of Operations, Trinity Preschool Claire Maucieri headofpreschool@trinityalexandria.org 
Office Manager Jenessa Stokes office@trinityalexandria.org 
Facility Manager Ronnie Willett ronnie@trinityalexandria.org 

TRINITY CHURCH’S UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, February 5th 
 10:45 AM Nursery in room 105 
 11:00 AM Worship in-person and online via Facebook Live and Trinity Website 
 4:00 PM Conversations About Christian Ethics, Moral Discernment, and Policy in the Fellowship Hall 
 5:30 PM  Youth Group in the Fellowship Hall 
 
Monday, February 6th 
 7:30 PM Conversations About Christian Ethics, Moral Discernment, and Policy via Zoom 
 
Tuesday, February 7th 
 7:00 PM United Women of Faith Meeting in the Connecting Room 
 
Wednesday, February 8th 
 5:30 PM Trinity’s Table in the Fellowship Hall 
 6:00 PM Centering Prayer via Zoom 
 6:30 PM Trinity Ringers Rehearsal 
 
Thursday, February 9th 
 7:45 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, February 12th 
 10:45 AM Nursery in room 105 
 11:00 AM Worship in-person and online via Facebook Live and Trinity Website 
 5:30 PM  Youth Group in Fellowship Hall 

http://www.trinityalexandria.org
mailto:pastor@trinityalexandria.org
mailto:music@trinityalexandria.org
mailto:programdirector@trinityalexandria.org
mailto:headofpreschool@trinityalexandria.org
mailto:office@trinityalexandria.org
mailto:ronnie@trinityalexandria.org
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMCAlexandriaVA

