One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.
~ John 9:25

Trinity United Methodist Church
Alexandria, Virginia
Second Sunday in Lent
March 8, 2020
Eleven o’clock in the morning

THE ORDER OF SERVICE
E

Please rise in body and or spirit.
Out of reverence for God and respect for fellow worshipers, please silence all electronic devices.
Childcare for preschool aged children (birth-preK) is available in our nursery (downstairs, room 105).
Children’s Worship (K-3rd grade) meets immediately following Children’s Time at the Prayground in the Pastor’s Study.
Please see an usher for more information.
E

E

E

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pastor Grace Han
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church. God’s love be in us and among us as we greet all who enter our doors as children of God.
Please take a moment to complete the Connection Card and prepare to place it in the offering plate later in the service.
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now

INTROIT

Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now

E

CALL TO WORSHIP
Come, let us worship the God who came to seek and save the lost.
Let us worship the God who came to seek and save each of us.
Let us welcome God into our homes and our hearts.
Let us give of ourselves in this worship time that we may know God.
Let us joyfully and with gratitude worship God.
Let us joyfully and with gratitude worship God!

E

HYMN

Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PARDON
O God, we confess that sometimes we cannot see you.
We search for you and have to strain to hear your voice.
And yet you come to us where we are, in our sinful lives.
You forgive us and change our hearts
through the grace of your son, Jesus Christ.
Forgive us again,
as we thank you for your presence in our lives.
(All offer prayers of confession in silence)
Hear the good news:
Through Jesus Christ, we are given light and life.
In him, the light shines in the darkness of our hearts and our world.
Jesus opens our eyes so we can see, and light our path so we can walk in the way of Christ.
Glory be to God. Amen.

Paul Manz

John Cardone

Hymnal no. 126
Pastor Grace Han

E

THE PEACE
All exchange signs and words of peace and reconciliation.
CONFIRMATION COMMISSIONING
God as we begin this journey of confirmation,
we ask your blessing upon these confirmands, their families, and their faith friends.
We give thanks that you have called us each by name, claiming us as your own,
and calling us into deeper relationship with you.
Guide our confirmands as they respond to this call,
as they learn your Words, grow in their faith, act as your hands and feet, and love as you have loved.
Grant your wisdom and discernment as they claim
and proclaim the faith you have placed in our hearts
and the courage to step forward and act in Christ’s faith. Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME
Hannah Day Donoghue
rd
Immediately following Children’s Time, elementary aged children (K-3 grade) are welcome to join us at the Prayground in the Narthex.
Children will return to worship during the last hymn.
ANTHEM

Variations on Ah, Holy Jesus

arr. Robert Petrich

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Isaiah 42: 1-9
John Cardone
42 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon
him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the
street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench he will faithfully bring
forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the
coastlands wait for his teaching. 5 Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those
who walk in it: 6 I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring
out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8 I am the Lord, that is my
name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9 See, the former things have come to pass, and new
things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. nights.
The Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.
E

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please sing before and after the Gospel Lesson.)

E

GOSPEL LESSON
John 9:1-12, 24-25
Pastor Grace Han
9 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he
was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me
while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on
the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and
washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to
ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No,
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were
your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me,
‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?”
He said, “I do not know...”
24b...They called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this
man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I
was blind, now I see.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

“The Miraculous Signs of Jesus”

Pastor Grace Han

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

Pastor Grace Han
Meditations on the Cross
Trinity Ringers

arr. Michael Helman
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THE DOXOLOGY

E

OFFERTORY PRAYER
All things come from you, O God
and with gratitude we return to you what is yours.
All that we are,
and all that we have, is a trust from you.
And so, in gratitude for all your gifts,
we offer you ourselves, and all that we have,
in union with Christ’s offering for us.
By your Holy Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world;
Through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

E

HYMN

E

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

Amazing Grace

Pastor Grace Han

Hymnal no. 378
Pastor Grace Han

E

CHORAL RESPONSE

E

POSTLUDE

Toccata in d minor

Eberlin

SUNDAY MORNING AT TRINITY CHURCH
Those Assisting in Worship Today
Acolyte: Fletcher Benson
Crucifer: Tyler Williams
Greeters: Janet Johnson
Liturgist: John Cardone
Ushers: Darien Flowers; Lisa Nathan; Lucelle O’Flaherty (Head Usher); George Pinn
In Sympathy: It is with sadness we announce the death of Tom O’Reilly, Sr., father of
Trinity member, Tom O’Reilly, Jr. We extend our prayers and sympathies to Tom, April,
Braden, and Logan O’Reilly as well as their extended family and friends. Expressions of
sympathy can be sent to Tom O’Reilly at 6209 Elati Court, Alexandria, VA 22310.
This morning, we Commission our Confirmands. Confirmation is a program for students in the 6th and 7th grade
who are ready to claim their faith as they own and become professing member of the church. Confirmation is a 12 week
journey which includes learning about scripture, theology, as well as putting faith in practice and action. Confirmands
are paired with Faith Friends who walk with them on their journey. We will confirm our youth on Pentecost Sunday
(May 31, 2020). We as you to be in prayer for our confirmands as they begin this journey of faith!
Today’s anthems is a selection of four movements from Roger Petrich’s Choral Variations on Johannes Crüger’s “Ah,
Holy Jesus” found in our hymnal at #289. Petrich has taken the centuries’ old Herzliebster Jesu hymntune and created
an often dissonant and haunting musical exploration of this very personal and dramatic text. Petrich (b. 1938) does not
stray far from the original tune. After stating the chorale tune using non-traditional chordal harmonizations in variation I,
he then gives the sopranos the melody, under which the other voices provide the percussive and insistent “who was the
guilty?” The anguish of the variation IV is expressed by the use of chromatics, followed by a simple paean of praise to
“kind Jesus” in the last movement.
Today’s offertory anthem is an arrangement of familiar hymns. Helman’s Meditations on the Cross incorporates three
hymntunes: Martyrdom, Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed at hymnal no. 294; Hamburg, When I Survey the Wondrous
Cross at 298; and Rathbun, In the Cross of Christ I Glory at 295. Helman has chosen to use a special techinique in the
first setting: an echo effect produced by touching the ringing bell gently to the table. He changes the meter from 4 beats
per measure to three to signify a new tune emerging and then again changes to 4 beats per measure for the third hymn.
Also note the use of handchimes in the third setting and the use of vibrato on the last chord.
The flowers on the Altar are given to the glory of God in loving memory of our father, father-in-law and grandfather,
Tom O’Reilly, Sr., from Tom & April O’Reilly.
Nursery (9:45 AM - 12:15 PM): For children birth-preK (Room 105, downstairs, around the corner to the left, first
door on the right). Led by Luz Reyes and Helen Simms.
Children’s Worship - Prayground: What is a prayground? It is a space where worshipers (most often children) can
experience worship through age appropriate worship materials and tools that will help keep them engaged in worship.
An adult will be with them each week to keep them engaged in activities throughout their time at the prayground. After
Children’s Time, we welcome children (K-3rd grade) to come to the prayground area for activities. They will return to
worship during the last hymn. (Please note nursery is available for children up to at age 5 downstairs in room 105.)
Youth Group: We invite all 6th-12th graders to Youth Group tonight from 5:30-7:30 PM at Beverley Hills UMC. Dinner
is provided! Hope to see you all there. Questions? Contact Hannah Donoghue at programdirector@trinityalexandria.org.

TRINITY CHURCH’S WEEKLY NEWS
Trinity’s Table: Join us each week on Wednesday nights
in the Fellowship Hall for Wednesday Night Dinner and
Fellowship. We serve dinner from 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM.
Menu: Option #1: Cheese Pizza, Pepperoni Pizza; Veggie Pizza; Option #2: Gluten-free Vegetarian Pizza;
Salad, Dessert
Cost: Adults - $8.00; Children (2- 12 years old ) - $5.00
Questions or to sign up to help with setup or cleanup,
contact Jenessa Stokes, office@trinityalexandria.org.

Please join us for Lenten Music on Sunday, March
22nd at 10:45 AM. You are invited to bring family and
friends to a service of Lenten music sung by the Trinity
Chancel Choir. We will follow Jesus’ journey to the cross
with music by Vivaldi, Graun, Mozart and Schubert, accompanied by string quintet and organ.

Lenten Dinners: During the season of Lent, we will be
gathering for Lenten Dinners on Sunday evenings in
March, from 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM for 10-12 guests hosted
by members of our church. In a season of reflection and
preparation, we invite you to join us for one of the dinners
and discussion (led by Pastor Grace) drawing from the
Gospel of John readings from the prior week. We invite
you to RSVP for one of the dinners on the back of today’s
purple Lenten Dinner Card and place in the offering plate
or contact the Church Office at office@trinityalexandria.org.

Order your Easter Flowers today! On Easter Sunday,
April 12th, the sanctuary is decorated with lilys, hydrangeas
and azaleas. Designating flowers in honor or in memory of
a loved one adds to the beauty of the sanctuary and allows
you to take your flowers home to enjoy after the service or
to give as a gift. Order forms are available in the Narthex
and by request at office@trinityalexandria.org. There is
also a “fillable” form available on the Trinity UMC internet
home page. Questions? Contact Mary Beth Buchholz at
marybeth@freespiritfloral.com. Please return your form to
the Church Office by Monday, March 23rd.

Celebrate UMCOR Sunday by Making Sandwiches,
March 22nd: Please join us after service on March 22nd for
our Intergenerational Mission Project to make sandwiches
Lent Sermon Series: John, The Gospel of Light and Life: for Martha’s Table. Martha’s Table provides a mobile food
John is unique among the Gospels--Clement of Alexandria service, McKenna’s Wagon, that provides hot, nutritious
described John as the “spiritual gospel.” John focuses on
meals for homeless people in the DC area. We ask the conthe meaning and spiritual significance of Jesus’ life. We
gregation to bring a loaf or two of wheat bread and enough
hope you will join us as we dig deeper into the purpose of meat (turkey or ham only) and cheese to construct the
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. Our congregation will
sandwiches together. Materials can be dropped off in
also read through the gospel of John together and there will advance in the kitchen before service. Questions can be
be daily devotionals provided. We invite you to join us as directed to our Mission Chair, Mary Gillman
we observe a Holy Lent!
at marycgillman@gmail.com.

Easter Egg Hunt CANDY request: Trinity’s Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt is coming up on Saturday, March
28th! As part of that we need lots of candy to fill the eggs!
There is a basket in the Narthex to donate candy for the
event. As a reminder we are a nut free environment and the
pieces should be able to fit inside an egg. Candy should be
donated by March 15th. Contact our Program Director,
Hannah Day Donoghue
at programdirector@trinityalexandria.org with questions.
Volunteers Needed: On March 18th the Connecting
Team needs help. They will be filling eggs with candy beginning at 6 PM. Come get some dinner at Trinity’s Table,
then fill some eggs for our Easter Egg Hunt before you
head off to Church Council or Choir. Sounds like a great
night of fun to me! If you are willing to help, contact Program Director, Hannah Day Donoghue at programdirector@trinityalexandria.org with a punny Easter joke.

Two Perspectives - A Conversation about General
Conference: On March 11th, Tom Berlin and Keith Boyette will lead a conversation about the Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace at Annandale UMC at 7 PM. Sign up
at NovaUMC.org/two-perspectives.
Save the Date ~ April 18th - Trinity’s Day of Service:
Trinity’s Semi-Annual Blood Drive & Pancake Breakfast
will be held from 8 AM - 11:30 AM, and will be held again
in Inova’s bloodmobile. That morning we are also having
our annual Bikes for the World collection. So, plan to eat
pancakes, give blood and volunteer to help with the bike
collection or bring your bikes to donate to a worthy mission. For questions about the blood drive, please contact
Carol Bowers at carol_bowers@cox.net or 703-534-5230. For
questions about the Bikes for the World collection, contact
Gordon Johnson at gfbj_va@yahoo.com. For more information on all of Trinity Missions, contact our Mission
Chair, Mary Gillman at marycgillman@gmail.com.

TRINITY CHURCH’S UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, March 8th: 2nd Sunday in Lent
Youth Group at 5:30 - 7:45 PM at Beverley Hills UMC
Lenten Dinner at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, March 10th:

United Methodist Women Meeting at 7 PM in the Connecting Room

Wednesday, March 11th: Wednesday Night Fellowship
Trebles (K-4th grade) Rehearsal at 5 PM in Music Suite
Trinity’s Table at 5:30 PM in the Trinity UMC Fellowship Hall
Centering Prayer at 6 PM in the Chapel
Choristers (5th grade-9th grade) Rehearsal at 6:30 PM in Music Suite
Sunday, March 22nd: 4th Sunday in Lent/Music Sunday
Nursery opens at 9:30 AM downstairs in the Nursery-Room 105
Children’s Sunday School at 10 AM upstairs in Room 206
Youth Sunday School at 10 AM upstairs in the Chapel
Adult Sunday School at 10 AM in the Fellowship Hall
Worship - Special Music at 10:45 AM in the Sanctuary
Youth Group at 5:30 - 7:45 PM at Beverley Hills UMC
Lenten Dinner at 5:30 PM at Jeff Miller & Paul Painter home
Saturday, March 28th:

Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt form 10 AM to 2 PM on the Entrance Plaza

Tuesday, March 31st:
Card Writing Ministry meets at 10 AM in the Connecting Room

The Welcome Statement of Trinity United Methodist Church is:

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.” Matthew 10:40
Trinity United Methodist Church is committed to be a congregation of Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors. We believe
all people are of sacred worth and dignity as part of God’s creation and as demonstrated by the life and ministry of Jesus Christ.
As God’s love extends to all, we welcome everyone without exception, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender, family structure,
socio-economic or marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, faith history or life experience.
We recognize that we are all different, and those differences make us a stronger community of faith as we worship together to
grow in our relationship with God and one another.

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church is:

Building a strong Christian community to find, share, and celebrate the love of Christ in our hearts, neighbors and our world.

Sunday, March 22nd - Special Music Sunday
Worship at 11 AM in the Sanctuary
Saturday, March 28th - Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt
10 AM –12 PM on the Entrance Plaza

Holy Week:
Sunday, April 5th - Palm/Passion Sunday
Breakfast & Annual Processional with Donkey at 10 AM
Worship to follow at 11 AM.
Thursday, April 9th - Maundy Thursday
Worship Service at 7:30 PM
Friday, April 10th - Good Friday
Good Friday Service of Tenebrae at 7:30 PM
Sunday, April 12th - Easter Sunday
Worship begins at 10:45 AM

Trinity United Methodist Church
2911 Cameron Mills Road
Alexandria, VA 22302

Phone: (703) 549-5500 | Fax: (703) 549-7410
Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 5 PM | Friday 9 AM - 2 PM
Find us on the Web: www.trinityalexandria.org | Facebook: Trinity UMC-Alexandria
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