
 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
Alexandria, Virginia 

 
Epiphany Sunday 
January 5, 2020 

Eleven o’clock in the morning 

But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.   

~ Jeremiah 31:33  



 

 



 THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

EPlease stand in body and/or spirit. 
Out of reverence for God and respect for fellow worshipers, please silence all electronic devices. 

Childcare for preschool aged children (birth-preK) is available in our nursery (downstairs, room 105). 
Children’s Worship (K-3rd grade) meets immediately following Children’s Time at the Prayground in the Narthex. 

 Please see an usher for more information. 
 

 E E E 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Pastor Grace Han 
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church. God’s love be in us and among us as we greet all who enter our doors as children of God. 
Please take a moment to complete the Connection Card and prepare to place it in the offering plate later in the service. 
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Chorale Prelude on Quem Pastores Healey Willan  
 
INTROIT When Jesus Came To Jordan 

 
ECALL TO WORSHIP  Joshua Baca 

Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
You are the one true God who reigns forever. 
You search our hearts and you see every part of us. 
God you search me and know me. 
By the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, cleanse our hearts. 
Let us perfectly love you and glorify your holy name. 
 

EHYMN Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine Hymnal no. 606 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PARDON  Pastor Grace Han 
We are those who seek to live as true disciples of Jesus Christ,  
 but sometimes we fall short.  
Let us now examine ourselves before God,  
 humbly confessing our sins 
 and submitting our hearts so that we do not deceive ourselves 
 and cut ourselves away from God.  
Let us pray: 
Almighty God,  
You have set forth the way of life through Your Son Jesus Christ,  
 whom You love dearly.  
We humbly confess that we have been slow to learn  
 and have been reluctant to follow.  
You have spoken and called to us but we have not listened.  
You have revealed Your beauty to us, but we have been blind.  
You have stretched out Your hands to us through our friends,  
 but we have passed by them.  
We have accepted Your gifts and offered little thanks.  
We are unworthy of Your unchanging love. 
God of all mercies,  
 you are faithful to cleanse us from our sins and restore us to Christ’s image.  
Praise and glory be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! Amen. 
  

EPASSING OF THE PEACE 
Please exchange signs and words of reconciliation and love.  
 
CHILDREN’S TIME  Jeff Miller 
Immediately following Children’s Time, elementary aged children (K-3rd grade) are welcome to join us at the Prayground in the Narthex. 
Children will return to worship during the last hymn.  
 



 

 
ANTHEM The Little Road to Bethlehem Michael Head 
I walked down the road at the set of sun, The lambs were coming homewards, one by one. I heard a sheepbell softly calling them along the 
little road to Bethlehem. Beside the door, as I drew nigh, I heard sweet Mary sing a lullaby. She sang about the lambs at close of day, and 
rocked her tiny King among the hay. Across the air the silver sheepbell rang, “The Lambs are comng home,” sweet Mary sang. “Your Star 
of gold is shining in the sky, so sleep, my little King, go lullaby.” 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Jeremiah 31:31-34 Joshua Baca 

 31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 
Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
34 No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 
more. 
 The Word of God for the People of God  Thanks be to God. 
 

EGOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please sing before and after the Gospel Lesson.)  

EGOSPEL LESSON Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 Pastor Grace Han 
 15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one 
who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heav-
en was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
   SERMON “Our Origin Story” Pastor Grace Han 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  Pastor Grace Han 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Down in the River to Pray Sheldon Curry 
As I went down in the river to pray, studying about that good old way and who shall wear the starry crown, Good Lord, show me the way.  
 

ETHE DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Hymnal no. 94 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 



 

 
EOFFERTORY PRAYER  Pastor Grace Han 

Lord God,  
 we thank you for your faithfulness.  
You are an abundant God  
 and out of your great mercy you have given us so much.  
We give you this offering today 
 and with it we worship you and give our whole selves to you.  
We pray that it will be used for your kingdom and your glory. 
Extend and multiple its reach and influence 
 and may it be a great blessing to many.  
We ask all this in the powerful name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
RECOMMITMENT OF BAPTISMAL VOWS  Pastor Grace Han 
 

Siblings in Christ: 
through the Sacrament of Baptism 
God’s Spirit has been poured out upon water, 
water poured over and immersing us, 
water that flows freely for all who will receive it, 
water from the streams of God’s saving power and justice, 
water that brings hope to all who thirst for righteousness, 
water that refreshes life, nurtures growth, and offers new birth. 
 

Today, we come to the waters, 
to renew our commitments 
in each other’s presence 
to Christ who has raised us, 
the Spirit who has birthed us, 
and the Creator who is making all things new. 
 

And so I ask you, will you turn away from the powers of sin and death? 
We renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, 
Reject the evil powers of this world, 
And repent of our sin! 
 

Will you let the Spirit use you as prophets to the powers that be? 
We accept the freedom and power God gives us 
To resist evil, injustice, and oppression 
In whatever forms they present themselves! 
 

Will you proclaim the good news and live as disciples of Jesus Christ,  
 being Christ’s body on earth? 
We confess Jesus Christ as our Savior, 
put our whole trust in God’s grace, 
and promise to serve him as our Lord, 
in union with the church which Christ has opened 
to people of all cultures, ages, races, sexual orientations,  
 gender identities, abilities, and ethnicities. 
 

Will you be living witnesses to the gospel, individually and together,  
 wherever you are, and in all that you do? 
We will remain faithful members of Christ’s holy church 
And serve as Christ’s representatives in the world. 
 

Will you receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures  
 and the life and ministry of Jesus Christ? 
We affirm and teach the faith of the whole church 
as we put our trust in God, the Father Almighty. 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son. 
and in the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 
 



 

 
A COVENANT PRAYER   Pastor Grace Han 
 

Beloved Family of Christ, 
the Christian life is redeemed from sin and consecrated to God. 
Through baptism, we have entered this life 
and have been admitted into the new covenant 
of which Jesus Christ is the Mediator. 
He sealed it with his own blood, that it might last forever. 
Today we meet, as the generations before us have met, 
to renew the covenant that binds us to God. 
Let us make this covenant of God our own. 
Let us, therefore, go to Christ, and pray: 
 

I am no longer my own, but yours. 
Put me to what you will, place me with whom you will. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you, 
Praised for you or criticized for you. 
Let me be full, let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 
I freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and service. 
And now, O wonderful and holy God, 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,  
you are mine, and I am yours. 
So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made on earth, 
Let it also be made in heaven.  Amen. 
 

At this time, you are invited to write down your personal commitment of faith for 2020. 
 
PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING Musical Setting B Leader:  Tom Tyler Hymnal no. 18 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
...and so,  
 with your people on earth  
 and all the company of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 



 

 

   

 (Repeated sections are sung first by the Leader and then by all.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving  
as a holy and living sacrifice, 
in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 

 (Repeated sections are sung first by the Leader and then by all.) 
 

 
 
 
 
All honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 
 

 (Repeated sections are sung first by the Leader and then by all.) 
   
 
 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
BREAKING THE BREAD 
 
GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 As you come up to receive the bread and cup, you are invited to walk past the baptismal font, to touch the waters of baptism, and to 
make a sign of the cross on your head.  Afterwards, please come up to one of the stations to receive the bread and the cup.  



 

 
 We invite all persons to the Lord’s Table. This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love 
Him and for those who want to love Him more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often 
and you who have not been here long, you who have tried to follow, and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 
It is His will that those who want Him should meet Him here. 
 Following the direction of the ushers, please come to the Communion station nearest you. The center station is for those who require 
gluten-free bread. We serve Holy Communion by intinction. Please extend your hands to receive the bread and then dip the bread into the 
cup as it is offered to you.  After you partake, you also may kneel at the rail for prayer and meditation. 
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  Gordon Johnson, piano 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  Pastor Grace Hann 
May our God,  
 who establishes covenant relationship with those who 
 seek to enter the Kingdom, be with you always.  
May Jesus Christ,  
who seals the new covenant with his blood on the cross,  
 bring you peace.  
May the Holy Spirit guide your life  
 both now and for ever.  
Go in peace to serve the Lord!  
Thanks be to God, Amen. 

 
EHYMN  Now Let Us from This Table Rise Hymnal no. 634 
 
EDISMISSAL WITH BLESSING  Pastor Grace Han 
 
EPOSTLUDE Variations on Puer Nobis Michael Burkhardt 
 
 E E E 



 

 

SUNDAY MORNING AT TRINITY CHURCH 
 Those Assisting in Worship Today 
 Acolyte:  Fletcher Benson 
 Communion Servers:  Alan & Jodi Capps 
 Crucifer:  Tyler Williams 
 Gluten-free Communion Server:  Susan Collins 
 Greeters:  Jenessa Stokes, Janet Johnson 
 Liturgist & Communion Server:  Joshua Baca 
 Ushers:  Bryce Benson, Vera Benson, Joshua Hone, Rachel King, Lucelle O’Flaherty (Head Usher) 
 
Today’s anthem:  British composer Michael Head (1900-1976), who gave piano recitals in factories during the Blitz, set 
this charming miniature for four-part choir, written around 1946. Although the words, by Margaret Rose, were inspired 
by the sight of lambs in an Essex field, her gentle poetry takes us to the star-lit skies over Bethlehem, the call of the 
sheep bell and Mary’s lullaby.  As we celebrate Epiphany on January 6th, we are reminded of the star that led the shep-
herds to the manger. 
 
Today’s offertory anthem is a traditional Appalachian-flavored gospel song arranged by Sheldon Curry, a native of 
West Texas and a graduate of Baylor University, where he studied choral composition.  His choral arrangement was  
written in response to interest generated by the song’s inclusion in the motion picture “O Brother, Where Art Thou?” 
 
Nursery (9:45 AM - 12:15 PM):  For children birth-preK (Room 105, downstairs, around the corner to the left, first 
door on the right). Led by Luz Reyes and Helen Simms.  
 
Sunday School and Adult Forum will return next week, on the 1/12 at 10 AM. Join us for the start of our new year of 
Christian Formation.   
 
Children’s Worship - Prayground:  What is a prayground?  It is a space where worshipers (most often children) can 
experience worship through age appropriate worship materials and tools that will help keep them engaged in worship.  
An adult will be with them each week to keep them engaged in activities throughout their time at the prayground.  After 
children’s time, we welcome children (K-3rd grade) to come to the prayground area in the Narthex for activities. They 
will return to worship during the last hymn. (Please note nursery is available for children up to at age 5 downstairs in 
room 105.) 
 
Blessing of the Connecting Room (Formally the Parlor): Immediately after worship, we invite you to join us in the 
newly renovated Connecting Room (formally known as the Parlor) for a special blessing and prayer. A huge thank you to 
all who made this renovation possible and we look forward to the ways that God will use this space to grow and deepen 
our faith. 
 
Youth Group (6th-12th Grade) is back tonight! Join us from 5:30-7:30 PM at Beverley Hills UMC. Dinner is provided.  
 
Pastor’s Helping Fund:  Just a friendly reminder that your communion offering goes to the Pastor’s Helping Fund, 
which helps provide emergency assistance to local families in need.  To provide this special offering, simply write 
“communion” on the memo line of your check or indicate so on your offering envelope and bring up to the front and 
place in the offering plate during communion. 
 
Commitments Cards:  Thank you to all of you who have made a commitment towards financial giving in 2020! If you 
haven’t already turned in a Commitment Card, we ask that you take a moment to prayerfully consider your commitment, 
then fill out a Commitment Card and place in the offering plate or return to the Church Office.  There are extra ones in 
the pews in front of you or contact the Church Office at office@trinityalexandria.org and request a card.  Your gifts and 
generosity make possible the ministries of Trinity UMC! 



 

 

TRINITY CHURCH’S WEEKLY NEWS 
“Half Truths” Sermon Series: Has anyone ever told you 
“everything happens for a reason?” and you’ve wondered if 
that was true? We invite you to join us next Sunday, Janu-
ary 12th for a new sermon series about phrases that sound 
Christian, but may also miss the point in important ways. 
Join us for this 5 week sermon series as we break down 
these half-truths. 
 
New to Trinity? Welcome!  Thanks for coming to wor-
ship! We would like to invite you to Lunch with Pastor 
Grace on Sunday, January 12th, immediately following wor-
ship at the Parsonage. It will be an opportunity to eat, chat, 
ask questions, and learn more about Trinity.  To RSVP 
contact the Church Office at office@trinityalexandria.org.  
 
A Disciple’s Path: Are you wondering what it means to be 
a follower of Jesus, what it means to be Methodist, and 
how to live that out? We invite you to participate in a spe-
cial short-term (6 week) class geared towards newcomers, 
new to the faith, or those wanting to delve deeper in their 
faith. The class will meet on Sunday mornings from 9:30-
10:45 AM from Sunday, January 19th-February, 23rd. Child-
care is available. Sign up here or contact Pastor Grace Han 
at pastor@trinityalexandria.org with additional questions or 
concerns. 
 
Trinity’s Table:  Join us each weekly on Wednesday nights 
at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall for Wednesday Night 
Dinner and Fellowship. 
 Menu - January 8th ~ Option #1:  Chicken Souvlaki; 
Option #2:  Veggie Burger (Vegan); Option #3:  Chicken 
Nuggets (Children); Greek Salad; Pita Bread; Dessert  
 Cost:  Option #1 & #2 - $8.00; Option #3 - $5.00.   
 Questions or to sign up to host an evening, contact 
Jenessa Stokes, office@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
The United Methodist Women will meet on Tuesday,  
January 14th at 7:00 PM in the Church Parlor.  Come join 
us and find out the exciting things we have planned for 
2020.  All are invited!  For questions or to RSVP, contact 
UMW Secretary, Jenessa Stokes at office@trinityalexandria.org.   
 
Our Music Program at Trinity is open to all! We invite 
you to join us as we begin a new season of anthems for 
singing and  compositions for ringing. In addition, if there 
are those who wish to contribute instrumental music to our 
services, please know that your talents are welcome.  We 
will be preparing music for the new year, with rehearsals 
resuming the first week in January. We have a three octave 
set of handbells and need more ringers to complete the 
choir.  If you have experience but cannot commit, you 
could offer to be a  substitute ringer. We are planning a 

musical for the Trebles and Choristers and need more sing-
ers. The Chancel Choir welcomes new singers in all sec-
tions. There are no auditions for any of the choirs. Come 
try us out! And if you wish some private coaching, that is 
also available. Contact Linda Cancellieri, Director of Music, 
with any questions.  Come see Linda at the organ after a 
service or email her at music@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
Trinity Preschool Open House:  Prospective families are 
invited to tour the school, meet with our staff and learn 
about our programs for children ages 18 months to Pre-K. 
Applications for the 2020-2021 school year will be availa-
ble. Please drop in anytime between 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM 
on January 16th. No reservations are required for this event. 
Please park in the lot at the corner of Allison Street and 
Pierpont Street and look for the door with an awning. If 
you have any questions about our open house or the school 
please contact us at preschool@trinityalexandria.org.  
 
2020 Bi-District Training Day will be held at Floris 
UMC, 13600 Frying Pan Rd, Herndon, VA on January 
18th from 8:30 AM to 3 PM.  This training is open to all 
church leaders or those who are interested! Register online 
at www.bdtd.novaumc.org. This year’s theme is Diversity in 
Church: On Earth as it is in Heaven, featuring Rev. Dr.  
Rodrigo Cruz, the founding and lead pastor of a multi-
ethnic and multi-site movement called The Nett Church. 
There will be more than 40 Workshops, including commit-
tee trainings, opportunities for networking and lunch!  For 
questions or more information contact the Church Office: 
office@trinityalexandria.org.  
 
What’s Happening in the UMC?  In light of the Tradi-
tional Plan going into effect January 1, 2020, we want to let 
you know about ways that faithful United Methodists are 
resisting further harm to LGBTQ persons.  Recently, 
#ResistHarm and a new website (www.resistharm.com) were 
launched that includes resources for prayer, worship, edu-
cation, and direct action to resist harm in the UMC. Each 
week, we will include articles, stories, and resources in the e
-trumpeter under the “What’s New in the UMC” heading. 
For those interested in joining the General Conference 
Task Force at Trinity Church, contact Jeff Lane at 
jeff.lane38@gmail.com.   We invite you to join us as we pray 
and act for a fully inclusive future of the UMC. 
 



 

 

The Welcome Statement of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”   Matthew 10:40 

 
Trinity United Methodist Church is committed to be a congregation of Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors. We believe 
all people are of sacred worth and dignity as part of God’s creation and as demonstrated by the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
As God’s love extends to all, we welcome everyone without exception, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender, family structure, 
socio-economic or marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, faith history or life experience.  
We recognize that we are all different, and those differences make us a stronger community of faith as we worship together to 
grow in our relationship with God and one another. 
 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
Building a strong Christian community to find, share, and celebrate the love of Christ in our hearts, neighbors and our world. 

TRINITY CHURCH’S UPCOMING EVENTS 
Sunday, January 5th ~ Epiphany Sunday 
 Blessing of the Connecting Room after worship 
 Youth Group at 5:30 - 7:30 PM at Beverley Hills UMC 
 
Wednesday, January 8th ~ Wednesday Fellowship returns 
 Trinity’s Table at 5:30 PM in the Trinity UMC Fellowship Hall 
 Trebles (K-4th grade) Rehearsal at 4:45 PM in Music Suite  
 Choristers (5th grade-9th grade) Rehearsal at 6:30 PM in Music Suite 
 
Sunday, January 12th ~ Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
 Sunday School & Adult Form begins:   
  Join us for the start of our new year of Christian Formation.   
 Beginning of Sermon Series “Half-Truths” 
 Lunch with Pastor Grace at 12:15 PM 
 Consecration of New Leaders 
 
Saturday, January 18th ~ Bi-District Training Day at Floris UMC 
 
Sunday, January 19th ~ 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 
 Newcomers Class begins:  The Disciple’s Path 



 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
2911 Cameron Mills Road 

Alexandria, VA 22302 
 

Phone: (703) 549-5500 | Fax: (703) 549-7410 
Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 5 PM | Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Find us on the Web:  www.trinityalexandria.org | Facebook:  Trinity UMC-Alexandria 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church Staff 
Bishop Sharma D. Lewis TerriBiggins@vaumc.org  
Alexandria District Superintendent Rev. Jeff Mickle alexandriads@vaumc.org 
Pastor Rev. Grace Han pastor@trinityalexandria.org 
Director of Music Linda Cancellieri music@trinityalexandria.org 
Program Director Hannah Day Donoghue programdirector@trinityalexandria.org 
Office Manager Jenessa Stokes office@trinityalexandria.org 
Head of Operations, Trinity Preschool Claire Maucieri preschool@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Supervisor Luz Reyes nursery@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Assistant Helen Simms 
Facility Manager Ronnie Willett ronnie@trinityalexandria.org 
Accountant Beatriz Cook accountant@trinityalexandria.org 


