
 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
Alexandria, Virginia 

 

Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
January 12, 2020 

Eleven o’clock in the morning 

© Carlos Gotay Martínez 
Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; 

 for that means life to you and length of days. 
~ Deuteronomy 30:19b-20a 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

EPlease stand in body and/or spirit. 
Out of reverence for God and respect for fellow worshipers, please silence all electronic devices. 

Childcare for preschool aged children (birth-preK) is available in our nursery (downstairs, room 105). 
Children’s Worship (K-3rd grade) meets immediately following Children’s Time at the Prayground in the Pastor’s Study. 

 Please see an usher for more information. 
 

 EEE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Pastor Grace Han 
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church. God’s love be in us and among us as we greet all who enter our doors as children of God. 
Please take a moment to complete the Connection Card and prepare to place it in the offering plate later in the service. 

 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Von Himmel, kam der Englel Schaar J.S. Bach 
 
INTROIT God Himself is Present  
 

ECALL TO WORSHIP  Carol Bobby 
I lift my eyes up to the mountains, 
 from where does my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, 
 who made heaven and earth. 
We look not to the mountains or valleys, 
 even heaven or earth, 
For God is found among us. 
 Wherever two or three are gathered in Christ’s name, 
 God is here among us. 
Come, let us worship the God of Creation, 
 the God of People, the God of Community. 
Let us follow Jesus, for Jesus is The Way. 
Let us worship together in faith. 
 

EHYMN God Is Here Hymnal no. 660 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PARDON  Pastor Grace Han 
O holy and merciful God,  
we confess that we have not always taken upon ourselves the yoke of obedience,  
nor been willing to seek and to do your perfect will. 
We have not loved you with all our heart and mind and soul and strength, 
Neither have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
Forgive us, we pray. Heal us, we pray. 
 

(All offer prayers of confession in silence) 
 

May almighty God,  
who caused light to shine out of darkness, 
shine in our hearts, cleansing us from all our sins, 
and restoring us to the light of the knowledge of God’s glory,  
in the face of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 

ETHE PEACE 
All exchange signs and words of peace and reconciliation. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME  Jill Robinson 
Immediately following Children’s Time, elementary aged children (K-3rd grade) are welcome to join us at the Prayground in the Narthex. 
Children will return to worship during the last hymn. 



 

 
ANTHEM God Is Here with Me Christopher Hogan 
 Trinity Trebles and Choristers 
God is in my voice when I am singing, God is in my voice, right here in my song. Alleluia! God is here with me. Alleluia! God is in my 
mind when I am praying. God is in my heart when I am sleeping, God is in my heart, right here in my dreams. Alleluia!  
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Deuteronomy 30:19-20 Carol Bobby 

 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings 
and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20 loving the Lord your God, obeying him, 
and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the 
Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

The Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God. 
 

EGOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please sing before and after the Gospel Lesson.) Paul Taylor 

EGOSPEL LESSON Luke 11:11-13, 13:1-5 Pastor Grace Han 
 11 Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if 
the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  
 

 13 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way 
they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as 
they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they 
were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all 
perish just as they did.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON “Everything Happens for a Reason” Pastor Grace Han 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  Pastor Grace Han 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow John Rutter 
 Brad May, tenor  
There’s a star in the East on Christmas morn, Rise up, shepherd and follow. It will lead to the place where the Savior's born. Leave your 
flocks and leave your lambs, Leave your sheep and leave your rams, Follow the star of Bethlehem. If you take good heed to the angel’s 
word, You’ll forget your flock, you'll forget your herd; Rise up shepherd and follow.  



 

 
ETHE DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Hymnal no. 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
EOFFERTORY PRAYER  Pastor Grace Han 

Lord God,  
 we thank you for your faithfulness.  
You are an abundant God  
 and out of your great mercy you have given us so much.  
We give you this offering today  
 and with it we worship you and give our whole selves to you.  
We pray that it will be used for your kingdom and your glory.   
Extend and multiple its reach and influence  
 and may it be a great blessing to many.  
We ask all this in the powerful name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

EHYMN Give to the Winds Thy Fears Hymnal no. 129 
 
EDISMISSAL WITH BLESSING  Pastor Grace Han 
 
ECHORAL RESPONSE   
 
EPOSTLUDE Der Tag, der is so freudenreich J.S. Bach 
 

 E E E 



 

 

 Those Assisting in Worship Today 
 Acolyte:  Andrew Maucieri 
 Crucifer:  Taylor Hoganson 
 Greeters:  Nancy Hill 
 Liturgist:  Carol Bobby 
 Ushers:  Kristine Gager, Chris Jensen, Lisa Nathan, Lucelle O’Flaherty (Head Usher), Marcia Summers 
 
Today’s Offertory anthem is a setting by John Rutter (b. 1945) of the traditional spiritual Rise Up, Shepherd and Fol-
low in the typical call and response style. The spiritual first appeared in print in the 1867 publication Slave Songs of the 
United States under the title A Christmas Plantation Song. As with many of these traditional songs, the text was often a 
means of communication among the slaves without alerting the slaveholders of their intent. Even though scripture tells 
us that the wise men followed the star, the slaves sing of shepherds (outcasts like themselves) rising up to follow the star 
(North Star), leaving their things behind.   
 
The flowers on the Altar are given to the glory of God and in gratitude for God’s abundant love for Virginia Collins, to 
celebrate her 100th birthday on January 2nd by Youngnan Copenhafer who has had the privilege of her friendship for 
many years. 
 
Nursery (9:45 AM - 12:15 PM): For children birth-preK (Room 105, downstairs, around the corner to the left, first 
door on the right). Led by Luz Reyes and Helen Simms.  
 
Children’s Worship - Prayground:  What is a prayground?  It is a space where worshipers (most often children) can 
experience worship through age appropriate worship materials and tools that will help keep them engaged in worship.  
An adult will be with them each week to keep them engaged in activities throughout their time at the prayground.  After 
children’s time, we welcome children (K-3rd grade) to come to the prayground area in the Narthex for activities. They 
will return to worship during the last hymn. (Please note nursery is available for children up to at age 5 downstairs in 
room 105.) 
 
Youth Group: We invite all 6th-12th graders to Youth Group tonight from 5:30-7:30 PM at Beverley Hills UMC.  Dinner 
is provided! Hope to see you all there. Questions? Contact Hannah Donoghue at programdirector@trinityalexandria.org.  
 
“Half Truths” Sermon Series:  Has anyone ever told you “everything happens for a reason?” and you’ve wondered if 
that was true? We invite you to join us starting this morning for a new sermon series about phrases that sound Christian, 
but may also miss the point in important ways. Join us for this 5 week sermon series as we break down these half-truths.  

 January 19th:  God helps those who help themselves 
 January 26th:  God won’t give you more than you can handle 
 February 2nd:  God said it, I believe it, that settles it 
 February 9th:  Love the sinner, hate the sin  
 

SUNDAY MORNING AT TRINITY CHURCH 



 

 

What’s Happening in the UMC?  Last week, a “Protocol 
for Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation” was 
made public that outlined a proposal for the United Meth-
odist Church to move beyond our current impasse regard-
ing the full participation of LGBTQ+ persons in the life of 
the church.  There will be a live streamed panel discussion 
with members of the Mediation Team tomorrow Monday, 
January 13th, at 9:30 AM at www.umnews.org.  Trinity will 
also host an information session on Sunday, January 26th at 
12:30 PM. For those interested in joining the General Con-
ference Task Force at Trinity Church, contact Jeff Lane at 
jeff.lane38@gmail.com. We invite you to join us as we pray 
and act for a fully inclusive future of the UMC. 
 
The United Methodist Women will meet on Tuesday,  
January 14th at 7:00 PM in the Church Parlor.  Come join 
us and find out the exciting things we have planned for 
2020.  All are invited!  For questions or to RSVP, contact 
UMW Secretary, Jenessa Stokes at office@trinityalexandria.org.   
 
Trinity Preschool Restaurant Night:  This Tuesday, Jan-
uary 14th from 5 PM to 8 PM, take the night off from cook-
ing and enjoy a meal with friends and family at one of Old 
Town Alexandria’s favorite family friendly restaurants, 
Chadwicks (www.chadwicksrestaurant.com).  They have gener-
ously offered to donate 25% of all Trinity sales from the 
evening to Trinity Preschool. Hope to see everyone there!  
 
Trinity’s Table:  Join us each weekly on Wednesday nights 
at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall for Wednesday Night 
Dinner and Fellowship. 
 Menu - January 15th ~ Option #1:  Baked Potato Bar; 
Toppings:  Diced Onions, Cheese (Reg & Vegan), Sour 
Cream (Reg & Veg), Salsa, Broccoli, Crumbled Bacon, 
Black Beans, Chili, Pulled Pork, Mac & Cheese, Salad, 
Chocolate Molten Lava Cake & Ice Cream  
 Cost:  Option #1 - $8.00 (small portion-$5.00) 
 Questions or to sign up to host an evening, contact 
Jenessa Stokes, office@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
Trinity Preschool Open House:  Prospective families are 
invited to tour the school, meet with our staff and learn 
about our programs for children ages 18 months to Pre-K. 
Applications for the 2020-2021 school year will be availa-
ble. Please drop in anytime between 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM 
on January 16th. No reservations are required for this event. 
Please park in the lot at the corner of Allison Street and 
Pierpont Street and look for the door with an awning. If 
you have any questions about our open house or the school 
please contact us at preschool@trinityalexandria.org.  
 
 

A Disciple’s Path: Are you wondering what it means to be 
a follower of Jesus, what it means to be Methodist, and 
how to live that out? We invite you to participate in a spe-
cial short-term (6 week) class geared towards newcomers, 
new to the faith, or those wanting to delve deeper in their 
faith. The class will meet on Sunday mornings from 9:30 to 
10:45 AM from next Sunday, January 19th through Febru-
ary, 23rd in the Connecting Room. Childcare is available. 
For questions and/or to sign up contact Pastor Grace Han 
at pastor@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
Our Music Program at Trinity is open to all! We invite 
you to join us as we begin a new season of anthems for 
singing and compositions for ringing. In addition, if there 
are those who wish to contribute instrumental music to our 
services, please know that your talents are welcome.  Come 
try us out! And if you wish some private coaching, that is 
also available. Contact Linda Cancellieri, Director of Music, 
with any questions.  Come see Linda at the organ after a 
service or email her at music@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
2020 Bi-District Training Day will be held at Floris 
UMC, 13600 Frying Pan Road, Herndon, VA on January 
18th from 8:30 AM to 3 PM.  This training is open to all 
church leaders or those who are interested! Register online 
at www.bdtd.novaumc.org. This year’s theme is Diversity in 
Church: On Earth as it is in Heaven, featuring Rev. Dr.  
Rodrigo Cruz, the founding and lead pastor of a multi-
ethnic and multi-site movement called The Nett Church. 
There will be more than 40 Workshops, including commit-
tee trainings, opportunities for networking and lunch!  For 
questions or more information contact the Church Office: 
office@trinityalexandria.org.  
 
Dementia Friendly Seminar:  Trinity is hosting an open 
session on Monday, January 27th from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM 
in the Fellowship Hall, where our church members, friends, 
and neighbors can learn more about the call to action for 
each of us as individuals and organizations to improve the 
lives of those living with dementia and their caregivers.   
We are partnering with the City of Alexandria in becoming 
one of our nation’s premier dementia-friendly communi-
ties, This initiative is rapidly spreading across America and 
is being supported by the Alexandria Commission on Ag-
ing, Senior Services of Alexandria, Goodwin House, Alex-
andria Police Department, VTS, Alexandria Public Library, 
and other agencies.  For questions contact Carol Bobby at 
carollbobby@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

TRINITY CHURCH’S WEEKLY NEWS 



 

 

TRINITY CHURCH’S UPCOMING EVENTS 
Sunday, January 12th: Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
 Beginning of Sermon Series “Half-Truths” 
 Lunch with Pastor Grace at 12:30 PM in the Connecting Room 
 Youth Group at 5:30 - 7:30 PM at Beverley Hills UMC 
 
Tuesday, January 14th: Trinity Preschool Restaurant Night at Chadwicks of Old Town from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
 
Wednesday, January 15th: Wednesday Night Fellowship 
 Trebles (K-4th grade) Rehearsal at 5:00 PM in Music Suite  
 Trinity’s Table at 5:30 PM in the Trinity UMC Fellowship Hall 
 Centering Prayer at 6:00 PM in the Chapel  
 Choristers (5th grade-9th grade) Rehearsal at 6:30 PM in Music Suite 
 
Thursday, January 16th:  Trinity Preschool Open House at 9:30 AM 
 Trinity Ringers Rehearsal at 6:15 PM in the Sanctuary 
 Chancel Choir Rehearsal at 7:45 PM in the Music Suite 
 
Saturday, January 18th: Bi-District Training Day at Floris UMC 
 
Sunday, January 19th: 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 
 Newcomers Class begins:  The Disciple’s Path 
 
Saturday, January 24th - 25th: Bi-district Youth Bowling Lock-in 
 
Sunday, January 26th: Trinity Info Session “What’s Happening in the UMC?” 
 
Monday, January 27th: Dementia Friendly Seminar at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

The Welcome Statement of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”   Matthew 10:40 

 
Trinity United Methodist Church is committed to be a congregation of Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors. We believe 
all people are of sacred worth and dignity as part of God’s creation and as demonstrated by the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
As God’s love extends to all, we welcome everyone without exception, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender, family structure, 
socio-economic or marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, faith history or life experience.  
We recognize that we are all different, and those differences make us a stronger community of faith as we worship together to 
grow in our relationship with God and one another. 
 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
Building a strong Christian community to find, share, and celebrate the love of Christ in our hearts, neighbors and our world. 



 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
2911 Cameron Mills Road 

Alexandria, VA 22302 
 

Phone: (703) 549-5500 | Fax: (703) 549-7410 
Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 5 PM | Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Find us on the Web:  www.trinityalexandria.org | Facebook:  Trinity UMC-Alexandria 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church Staff 
Bishop Bishop Sharma Lewis TerriBiggins@vaumc.org  
Alexandria District Superintendent Rev. Jeff Mickle alexandriads@vaumc.org 
Pastor Rev. Grace Han pastor@trinityalexandria.org 
Director of Music Linda Cancellieri music@trinityalexandria.org 
Program Director Hannah Day Donoghue programdirector@trinityalexandria.org 
Office Manager Jenessa Stokes office@trinityalexandria.org 
Head of Operations, Trinity Preschool Claire Maucieri preschool@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Supervisor Luz Reyes nursery@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Assistant Helen Simms 
Facility Manager Ronnie Willett ronnie@trinityalexandria.org 
Accountant Beatriz Cook accountant@trinityalexandria.org 


