
 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
Alexandria, Virginia 

 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 

December 22, 2019 
Eleven o’clock in the morning 

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 
~ Matthew 1:23 



 THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

EPlease stand in body and/or spirit. 
Out of reverence for God and respect for fellow worshipers, please silence all electronic devices. 

Childcare for preschool aged children (birth-preK) is available in our nursery (downstairs, room 105). 
Children’s Worship (K-3rd grade) meets immediately following Children’s Time at the Prayground in the Narthex. 

 Please see an usher for more information. 
 

 E E E 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Pastor Grace Han 
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church. God’s love be in us and among us as we greet all who enter our doors as children of God. 
Please take a moment to complete the Connection Card and prepare to place it in the offering plate later in the service. 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Fughette on Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland Andreas Nikolaus Vetter  
 

INTROIT Comfort, Comfort Now My People 
 
ECALL TO WORSHIP  Jeff Lane 

We will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; 
Our souls magnify the Lord; 
With our mouths we proclaim God’s faithfulness to all generations 
Our spirits rejoice in God our saviour. 
We declare that your steadfast love is established forever; 
His mercy is to those who fear him  
 from generation to generation. 
Your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, 
 and sent the rich away empty. 
You are our God and the Rock of our salvation. 
 

EHYMN Savior of the Nations, Come Hymnal no. 214 
 

GATHERING PRAYER  Pastor Grace Han 
Ever present God,  
 you taught us that the night is far spent and the day is at hand.   
Grant that we may ever be found watching for the coming of your Son.  
Save us from undue love of the world,  
 that we may wait with patient hope for the day of the Lord,  
and so abide in him, that when he shall appear, we may not be ashamed;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE  Dave, Catie, James and Caroline Fitzgerald 
 

RESPONSIVE SONG O Come, O Come Emmanuel 



 

 
EPASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please exchange signs and words of reconciliation and love.  
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM The Baptismal Covenant I Hymnal no. 33 
 We receive in Baptism Huayu Nora Zhang.  
 
HYMN Child of Blessing, Child of Promise Hymnal no. 611 
 Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 
  with the water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME  Jill Robinson 
Immediately following Children’s Time, elementary aged children (K-3rd grade) are welcome to join us at the Prayground in the Narthex. 
Children will return to worship during the last hymn.  
 
ANTHEM Whisper words, music, arrangement by Jay Althouse 
  adapted by Octapella      
 Gordon Johnson, Tom Tyler, Paul Taylor, Greg Saunders 
Whisper! Whisper! Tiny baby in a manger lay. Whisper! Whisper! Baby born today. Whisper! Whisper! Tiny baby, he sleep in the hay. 
Whisper! Whisper! Baby born today. Oh, Shout it out! From the highest mountain. Shout it out! Hear what I say. Shout it out! Through 
the hills and valleys. Tiny baby is born today. Whisper! . . . Oh, Shout it out! With a thousand voices. Shout it out! Now let the music 
play. Shout it out! Go tell all the people. Tiny baby is born today. Whisper! . . . Mary had a baby. Yes, my Lord. Yes, my Lord. Yes, my 
Lord. Mary had a baby. Yes, my Lord. Glo-ry, Glo-ry, Hallelu! Whisper! . . . Ooh. 
 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 7:10-16 Jeff Lane 

 10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven. 12 But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. 13 Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, 
O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Im-
manuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For 
before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in 
dread will be deserted. 
 The Word of God for the People of God  Thanks be to God. 
 

EGOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please sing before and after the Gospel Lesson.) Paul Taylor 

EGOSPEL LESSON Matthew 1:18-25 Pastor Grace Han 
 18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Jo-
seph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 But 
just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She 



 

 
will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place 
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, 
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25 but had no marital relations with her 
until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  
 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

   SERMON “God With Us: Immanuel” Pastor Grace Han 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  Pastor Grace Han 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Still, Still, Still arr. Sandra Eithun 
 Trinity Ringers  
 

ETHE DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Hymnal no. 95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

EOFFERTORY PRAYER  Pastor Grace Han 
Generous God,  
 as we move through this Advent season  
we are reminded of those days when your people  
 lived in hope of your promised coming.  
As then, there have been other voices in our ears  
 that claimed to have the means to save us:  
money, possessions, power, and status.  
As we share in this offering to you,  
may we hear in our hearts the only voice that can truly save,  
that can reach into the despair  
and the alienation of our world to offer the words of hope.  
We look again for the coming of Christ,  
 our Savior, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 

EHYMN  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Hymnal no. 213 
 
EDISMISSAL WITH BLESSING  Pastor Grace Han 
 
EPOSTLUDE Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland Johann Pachelbel 
  
 E E E 



 

 

 Those Assisting in Worship Today 
 Acolyte:  Dahae Meserole 
 Crucifer:  Leo Maucieri 
 Greeters:  Al & Cindy Merchent and Katie Merchent 
 Liturgist:  Jeff Lane 
 Ushers:  Steve Norwood, Lucelle O’Flaherty (Head Usher), George Pinn, Eric Schilling, Alva Smircina  
 
The flowers on the Altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Mary S. Ellett by Martha Ellett. 
 
Today’s anthem, Whisper!, is a Jamaican-flavored Christmas anthem with words and music by Jay Althouse, an interna-
tionally recognized composer/arranger of choral music, songbooks, musicals, vocal solo collections, and music books. 
The version of Whisper! performed today is based on an adaptation by the men's a cappella group Octapella. 
 
Nursery (9:45 AM - 12:15 PM): For children birth-preK (Room 105, downstairs, around the corner to the left, first 
door on the right). Led by Luz Reyes and Helen Simms.  
 
Children’s Worship - Prayground:  What is a prayground?  It is a space where worshipers (most often children) can 
experience worship through age appropriate worship materials and tools that will help keep them engaged in worship.  
An adult will be with them each week to keep them engaged in activities throughout their time at the prayground.  After 
children’s time, we welcome children (K-3rd grade) to come to the prayground area in the Narthex for activities. They 
will return to worship during the last hymn. (Please note nursery is available for children up to at age 5 downstairs in 
room 105.)   

SUNDAY MORNING AT TRINITY CHURCH 

Today we present for the Sacrament of Baptism, Huayu Nora Zhang, daughter of Elizabeth 
Han and Linhong Zhang, granddaughter of Rev. Myung Ji Cho and Rev. Sang Hyu Han and niece 
of Rev. Grace Han.  Nora was born on January 2, 2019 in Rockville, MD.  



 

 

New to Trinity? Welcome!  Thanks for coming to wor-
ship! We would like to invite you to Lunch with Pastor 
Grace on Sunday, January 12th, immediately following wor-
ship at the Parsonage. It will be an opportunity to eat, chat, 
ask questions, and learn more about Trinity.  To RSVP 
contact the Church Office at office@trinityalexandria.org.  
 
A Disciple’s Path: Are you wondering what it means to be 
a follower of Jesus, what it means to be Methodist, and 
how to live that out? We invite you to participate in a spe-
cial short-term (6 week) class geared towards newcomers, 
new to the faith, or those wanting to delve deeper in their 
faith. The class will meet on Sunday mornings from 9:30-
10:45 AM from Sunday, January 19th-February, 23rd. Child-
care is available. Sign up here or contact Pastor Grace Han 
at pastor@trinityalexandria.org with additional questions or 
concerns. 
 
Trinity Preschool Open House:  Prospective families are 
invited to tour the school, meet with our staff and learn 
about our programs for children ages 18 months to Pre-K. 
Applications for the 2020-2021 school year will be availa-
ble. Please drop in anytime between 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM 
on January 16th. No reservations are required for this 
event. Please park in the lot at the corner of Allison Street 
and Pierpont Street and look for the door with an awning. 
If you have any questions about our open house or the 
school please contact us at preschool@trinityalexandria.org.  
 
Need a last minute Christmas gift?  How about an adult 
coloring book of our beautiful Trinity Church. Our very 
own Sharon Taylor has created a wonderful collection of 
line drawings of several Trinity facets and assembled them 
into an adult coloring book. It is available for a love dona-
tion to  go toward our Parlor renovation. See Sharon in the 
Narthex after the service to get your copy.   
 
Donations Needed:  The Alexandria Community Shelter 
is a 64 bed emergency shelter for families, women and 
men. Bedding is desperately needed. Twin Sheets and any 
size Blankets can be dropped off at Trinity in the Church 
Office or taken directly to the shelter. The shelter address is 
2355-B Mill Rd, Alexandria, VA. For questions or con-
cerns, please call Alva Smircina; 703-489-3995.  
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 

Commitments Cards:  Thank you to everyone who has 
made a commitment towards financial giving in 2020! We 
are happy to share that we have already received 75 com-
mitment cards. Our goal is to receive 80 before the end of 
the year!  If you haven’t already turned in a commitment 
card, it is not too late! You can fill out a commitment card 
(in the pew pocket) and put it in the offering plate, drop it 
off at the Church Office, or contact the Church Office at  
office@trinityalexandria.org and request a card. Your gifts and 
generosity make possible the ministries of Trinity UMC!  
 
You can now donate by text to Trinity! It takes just a 
few moments to set it up and then you can donate by tex-
ting from anywhere. Here is how it works: Text the 
amount you want to give to 703-783-3034. This is a num-
ber set up to give specifically to Trinity. You will get a reply 
that asks you to set up your name, email and asked to  
supply your payment method (credit card, debit card, or 
bank account). This payment source will then be linked 
with your cell phone number so that, in the future, all you 
will need to do is text in the amount and you will not need 
to re-enter your payment information. If you wanted to 
give $10, all you need to do is type $10 and text to the 
church number and $10 will be given to the church in your 
name.  That is it! Please see the handout in the Narthex 
with more information on additional features of texting. 
Thank you for giving to Trinity. 
 
Want to significantly impact Trinity UMC and reduce 
your taxes at the same time? A gift to Trinity directly 
from your IRA is a tax-smart way to assist all our efforts.  
Everyone is unique and, of course, circumstances will differ 
from individual to individual.  Please contact Rich McKin-
ney through the Church Office (office@trinityalexandria.org) 
to discuss about how to start the process. 
 
End of Year Giving: In this season of giving & generosity, 
we hope you will consider making a donation to support 
the ministries of Trinity UMC!  Your generosity will help us 
both to close the year in a strong position and enter the 
new year on sound footing. If you give electronically, you 
can easily change your designated amount to reflect 
our increased giving. If you make purchases through Ama-
zon, you can give to our operating budget by using Amazon 
Smile at www.smile.amazon.com. Select “Trinity UMC, Al-
exandria” as your designated charity in the supporting icon, 
and we will receive a small percentage of each purchase. 
Your giving makes everything we do at Trinity possible. 
Thank you for all your financial support you have provided 
throughout the year!  
 
 

TRINITY CHURCH’S WEEKLY NEWS 



 

 

The Welcome Statement of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”   Matthew 10:40 

 
Trinity United Methodist Church is committed to be a congregation of Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors. We believe 
all people are of sacred worth and dignity as part of God’s creation and as demonstrated by the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
As God’s love extends to all, we welcome everyone without exception, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender, family structure, 
socio-economic or marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, faith history or life experience.  
We recognize that we are all different, and those differences make us a stronger community of faith as we worship together to 
grow in our relationship with God and one another. 
 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
Building a strong Christian community to find, share, and celebrate the love of Christ in our hearts, neighbors and our world. 

TRINITY CHURCH’S UPCOMING EVENTS 
Tuesday, December 24th ~ Christmas Eve 
 Family Christmas Eve Service at 5 PM 
 Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve Service at 9 PM 
 
Sunday, December 29th ~ 1st Sunday after Christmas - Worship at 11:00 AM 
 No Prayground - Stay in worship to enjoy Lessons & Carols!    
 
Sunday, January 5th ~ Epiphany Sunday 
 Baptismal Covenant Service, Blessing of the Connecting Room 
 Youth Group at 5:30 PM at Beverley Hills UMC 
 
Wednesday, January 8th ~ Wednesday Fellowship 
 Trinity’s Table at 5:30 PM in the Trinity UMC Fellowship Hall 
 Trebles (K-4th grade) Rehearsal at 5:30 PM in Music Suite  
 Choristers (5th grade-9th grade) Rehearsal at 6:30 PM in Music Suite 
 
Sunday, January 12th ~ Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
 Beginning of Sermon Series “Half-Truths” 
 Lunch with Pastor Grace at 12:15 PM 
 Consecration of New Leaders 
 
Saturday, January 18th ~ Bi-District Training Day at Floris UMC 
 
Sunday, January 19th ~ 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 
 Newcomers Class begins:  The Disciple’s Path 



 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
2911 Cameron Mills Road 

Alexandria, VA 22302 
 

Phone: (703) 549-5500 | Fax: (703) 549-7410 
Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 5 PM | Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Find us on the Web:  www.trinityalexandria.org | Facebook:  Trinity UMC-Alexandria 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church Staff 
Bishop Sharma D. Lewis TerriBiggins@vaumc.org  
Alexandria District Superintendent Rev. Jeff Mickle alexandriads@vaumc.org 
Pastor Rev. Grace Han pastor@trinityalexandria.org 
Director of Music Linda Cancellieri music@trinityalexandria.org 
Program Director Hannah Day Donoghue programdirector@trinityalexandria.org 
Office Manager Jenessa Stokes office@trinityalexandria.org 
Head of Operations, Trinity Preschool Claire Maucieri preschool@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Supervisor Luz Reyes nursery@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Assistant Helen Simms 
Facility Manager Ronnie Willett ronnie@trinityalexandria.org 
Accountant Beatriz Cook accountant@trinityalexandria.org 

We hope you will join us for Christmas Eve services on December 24th! 
 
Family Service and Children’s Christmas Pageant (5 PM) 
Join us as we retell the Christmas story through song, word, and action!  All children 
will be invited to choose a costume and to participate in the story.  We will end the 
service in candlelight (glow sticks will be provided for our children).  
 
Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion (9 PM) 
At 9 PM, join us for a traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve service with Holy  
Communion. We will conclude our Advent journey as we gather around  
the manger to welcome the birth of  Jesus Christ, the light of  the world.   
Special music will be provided, we hope to see you there. 


