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Christmas Around the World 
 

Christmas music from other traditions has always been a part of our American heritage. It is with great joy that we sing several to-
day in their native languages. A special thanks to our composer-in-residence, Dr. Paul Taylor, for his willingness to arrange three of 
these for our Trinity choirs.  
 

Sing We Now of Christmas (Noёl Nouvelet): nouvelet comes from the same root as noël, and both denote “news” or “newness.” This 
is a traditional French carol, with versions dating to the early 1500s, to which we have added bell accompaniment. 
 

In the Bleak Midwinter: Paul Taylor has arranged Gustav Holst’s familiar Christmas carol for small ensemble and choirs. Based on a 
poem by the English poet Christina Rossetti (1830-1894), it was written before 1872 in response to a request from the magazine 
Scribner’s Monthly for a Christmas poem. It was published posthumously in Rossetti’s Poetic Works in 1904 and became a Christ-
mas carol after it appeared in The English Hymnal in 1906 with a setting by Holst.  
 

Bogoroditse Devo:  Sergei Rachmaninov’s (1873-1943) setting of Ave Maria is the sixth of fifteen movements from his Vsenoshchnoye 
bdeniye (All-Night Vigil, also commonly known as Vespers)— a setting of texts taken from the All-night Vigil ceremony. Written 
during a two week period in January and February in Moscow, his Vespers premiered in 1915 amidst the hardships of World War I.  
In 1917, the rise of the Bolsheviks lead to an official condemnation of all religious music. Scored for a cappella choir, the angel (here 
plural) begins softly, building to “for thou hast borne the Savior of our souls,” then diminishing, disappearing into heaven.  
 

Ave Maria:  Helen Wade, a former pupil of Classical guitarist-composer William Gomez’ (1939-2000) writes: His fledgling career 
was truncated by various setbacks, among them the political antagonism shown towards Gibraltarians in Spain, where he had 
been a pupil of the Spanish, classical guitarist Narciso Yepes. There were also very limited career opportunities available to 
young musicians in Gibraltar during the many years that Spain kept its border shut. In the late 80’s and early 90’s William did 
succeed with his ensemble “Vibrations” and recorded a hit CD. He also toured throughout Spain and the UK, while continu-
ing to perform at numerous concerts on the Rock. His influence on music in Gibraltar over the last forty years has been im-
mense and his legacy lives on. Gomez composed this final work before his death from cancer, having never heard it performed. 
 

Llego Ya! Navidad: In addition to “art” music, each country has long had its own distinctive forms of simpler popular music—music 
of the people. In Spain, one of these forms was the vallancico, which enjoyed its greatest popularity from the late 15th to 18th centu-
ries. Derived from medieval dance forms, the villancico was a type of popular song that was sung in the vermicular, both to secular 
and sacred texts. It was frequently associated with rustic themes. (It is thought that its name, in fact, is derived from Spanish and 
Latin terms for peasant and villager.) Given the villancico’s origin and popularity, it was only natural that Spanish explorers would 
take it with them to their American colonies, and examples are to be found all over Mexico and Central and South America. Today, 
the villancico survives mainly as a type of Christmas carol. (Notes from the arranger, Paul Taylor) 
 

Tu Scendi Dalle Stelle: This Italian Christmas carol with words and music by St. Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1787) is arranged by Paul 
Taylor for today’s service. He explains: it draws in part on ideas heard in various recordings on YouTube. It also incorporates ele-
ments of the pastoral style, such as lilting rhythms, melodies harmonized in thirds and bagpipe-like drones, since the carol was origi-
nally written as a pastorale. Contributing to the pastoral feeling, too, are allusions to pastoral sections from Handel’s Messiah. The 
theme from “He Shall Feed His Flock,” for example, forms the basis for the orchestral introduction—whose falling melodic lines 
and descent from a high register to the bass suggest the Christ child descending to earth from the stars. An online source provided 
the rhyming, somewhat free, English translation. 
 

Sing We Now of Christmas:  Arranged by Randol Bass (b. 1953 ) this congregational anthem was commissioned by the Boston Pops 
Orchestra in 1999. For the past 15 years, Mr. Bass has served as Music Director and Conductor of the Metropolitan Winds, a com-
munity-based civic wind ensemble in downtown Dallas. Mr. Bass historically has worked actively in his various communities to fur-
ther the non-professional musician’s understanding and appreciation for the musical arts. 
 

Il est né le divin Enfant (He is Born):  Using a traditional French melody, this macaronic (using a mixture of languages: in this case, 
English and French) carol’s text first appeared in about 1875.  This carol arrangement is from the collection written by Jackson 
Berkey, who presented it to his wife, Almeda Berkey, as an anniversary gift in 1995. Jackson Berkey (b. 1942) is the Mannheim 
Steamroller keyboardist and ASCAP award-winning composer of over 300 works including instrumental and vocal solo, chamber, 
orchestral, symphonic and band and choral works in an eclectic genre. With careful attention to developing the meaning of the 
standard strophic texts, the composer offers us surprises in rhythm, meter, voicing and harmonies, and brings refreshing sparkle to 
the familiar melodies, presenting audiences and singers with songs that are at one dear and traditional, yet delightfully new again.  
 

About the Hymns: Angels from the Realms of Glory: Penned by James Montgomery, this Christmas text was first published in his Sheffield 
newspaper on Christmas Eve 1816. Henry Smart gave the music to this poem, and it was first published in Psalms and Hymns for 
Divine Worship in London in 1867. 
 

Angels We Have Heard On High: Hal Hopson (b. 1933) a prolific arranger, composer of sacred music, conductor and clinician, ar-
ranged this familiar carol. With a special interest in congregational song, he continues to make a significant contribution to the new 
repertoire of hymntunes and responsorial psalm settings with over 1000 published works. This carol translated into English comes 
to us from the French countryside, where it emerged anonymously as a macaronic carol (lyrics in mixed languages), probably from 
the 1700’s. 



 THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

EPlease stand in body and/or spirit. 
Out of reverence for God and respect for fellow worshipers, please silence all electronic devices. 

Childcare for preschool aged children (birth-preK) is available in our nursery (downstairs, room 105). 
Children’s Worship (K-3rd grade) meets immediately following Children’s Time at the Prayground in the Narthex. 

 Please see an usher for more information. 
 

 E E E 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP  Selections for Strings and Harp 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Pastor Grace Han 
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church. God’s love be in us and among us as we greet all who enter our doors as children of God. 
Please take a moment to complete the Connection Card and prepare to place it in the offering plate later in the service. 

   
INTROIT Sing We Now of Christmas French Carol 
Sing we now of Christmas, Noel, sing we here! Hear our grateful praises to the babe so dear. Sing we Noel, the King is born, Noel! Sing  
we now of Christmas, sing we now Noel! Noel Nouvelet, Sing we a new Noel. Thank we now our God and of his goodness tell. Sing we 
Noel. 

 
ECALL TO WORSHIP  Dave Webber 

God’s Spirit has led us here. 
And where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is PEACE. 
God’s Spirit has led us here. 
And where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is HOPE. 
God’s Spirit has led us here. 
And where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is JOY. 
God’s Spirit has led us here. 
And where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is LOVE. 
There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in the place, 
And we know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord! 
 

EHYMN Angels from the Realms of Glory Hymnal no. 220 
 Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
 ye who sang creation’s story now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
 Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 
  

 Shepherds, in the field abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, 
 God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light: 
 Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

 Sages, leave your contemplation, brighter visions beam afar; 
 Seek the great Desire of nations; Ye have seen His natal star 
 Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

 Saints, before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear; 
 Suddenly the Lord, descending, in His temple shall appear.  
 Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 
GATHERING PRAYER  Pastor Grace Han 
O God of the exiles and the lost,  
 you promise restoration and wholeness 
through the power of Jesus Christ. 
Give us faith to live joyfully,  
 sustained by your promises 
as we eagerly await the day when they will be fulfilled 
for all the world to see,  
through the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



 

 
LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE  Bryce, Alexandra, Vera, Mia and Fletcher Benson 
 
 RESPONSIVE SONG            O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

EPASSING OF THE PEACE 
Please exchange signs and words of reconciliation and love.  
 
CHILDREN’S TIME  Jeff Miller 
Immediately following Children’s Time, elementary aged children (K-3rd grade) are welcome to join us at the Prayground in the Narthex. 
Children will return to worship during the last hymn.  
 
ANTHEM In the Bleak Midwinter Arr. Paul Taylor 
 Trinity Trebles, Choristers and Chancel Choir 
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone. Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on 
snow, In the bleak midwinter, long ago. Angels and archangels may have gathered there, Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; But his 
mother only, in her maiden bliss, Worshiped the beloved with a kiss. What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would 
bring a lamb;  If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; Yet what can I give him; Give my heart.  What can I give him: Give my heart. 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 35:1-10 Dave Webber 

 35 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2 it 
shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.  The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the 
majesty of Carmel and Sharon.  They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.  3 Strengthen 
the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.  4  Say to those who are of a fearful heart,  “Be strong, do 
not fear! Here is your God.  He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense.  He will come and save 
you.”  5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then the lame shall 
leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  8 A highway shall be 
there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; 
no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.  9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up 
on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.  10 And the ransomed of the Lord 
shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy 
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 The Word of God for the People of God  Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM  Bogoroditse Devo Sergei Rachmaninov 
Rejoice, O virgin mother of God, Mary full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, for thou has borne the Savior of our souls. 



 

 
EGOSPEL LESSON Luke 1:46-55 Pastor Grace Han 

 46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has 
looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.  50 His mercy is for those who fear 
him from generation to generation.  51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in 
the thoughts of their hearts.  52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 
lowly; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.  54 He has helped his serv-
ant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham 
and to his descendants forever.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
   SERMON “My Soul Magnifies the Lord” Pastor Grace Han 

 
ANTHEMS Ave Maria William Gomez 
 Carol Bowers, soprano 
Hail Mary, full of grace, blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for 
us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. 
 

 Llego Ya! Navidad arr. Paul Taylor  
 Trinity Choristers and Chancel Choir 
The Virgin is walking (Llego ya! Navidad/Christmas is here) to the doors of Bethlehem. As it gets very bad, she tells St. Joseph. “Don’t 
be afraid, sweet wife, for nothing bad is to be. It is the Lord that announces to you that your son is going to be born.” The shepherds are 
not men, they are little angels from heaven, because they were the first who worshipped the child of Bethlehem. One gave him his jewelry, 
another gave him his bread, and another gave him his love because he had nothing more.  
 
CONGREGATIONAL ANTHEM Sing We Now of Christmas arr. Randol Alan Bass 
 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
 Come and behold Him, born the King of angels! 
 Refrain: O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
 O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 

 Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation! 
 Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above! 
 Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 
 Refrain: O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
 O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 

 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
 The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 
 The stars in the sky look’d down where He lay, 
 The little Lord Jesus, Asleep on the hay. 
 

 The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 
 But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes; 
 I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
 And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

 The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  
 In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.  
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 

 Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heav’nly Lord, 
 That hath made heav’n and earth of naught, And with his blood mankind hath bought: 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel! 
 

 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King! 
 Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, 
 and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
  



 

 
 He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
 The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love 
 And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;  
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!  

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
 

 Hark, the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
 Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled. 
 Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies, 
 With th’angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 Hark, the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

 Hail, the heavn’n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
 Light and life to all he brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings: 
 Mild He lays his glory by, Born that we no more may die; 
 Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
 Hark, the herald angels sing; “Glory to the newborn King.” 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  Pastor Grace Han 

 
OFFERTORY ATHEM Tu Scendi Dalle Stelle St. Alphonsus Liguori/Paul Taylor 
From starry skies descending, thou comest, glorious king, a manger low Thy bed in winter’s icy sting. O my dearest Child most holy, shud-
dering, trembling in the cold! Great God, Thou lovest me! What suffering Thou didst bear, that I near Thee might be! Thou art the world’s 
Creator, God’s own and true Word, yet here no robe, no fire for Thee, Divine Lord. Dearest, fairest, sweetest Infant, dire this state of pov-
erty, the more I care for Thee, since Thou, O Love Divine, will’st now so poor to be.                                                                
  

ETHE DOXOLOGY  Veni Emmanuel 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 

EOFFERTORY PRAYER  Pastor Grace Han 
Almighty God,  
 we give you most humble thanks for your goodness and loving kindness,  
 to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
 and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love found in Jesus Christ.   
May these gifts be an offering to your grace and mercy,  
 so we can offer all that we are and  
 all that we have in union with Christ’s offering for us. Amen. 
 
ANTHEM Il est né le divin enfant arr. Jackson Berkey 
He is born the Divine Child, Play the mussetta, play the joyous oboe, Sing we all and rejoice this day! O how lovely and O how mild, see 
this perfectly charming child, O, how pure, rejoice this day. Sing we all His holy birth! Through the ages and evermore, prophets and wise 
men foretold his coming, twice two thousand years or more, now the Age of Gold restore! Jesus Lord of all the world, coming as a child 
among us is this perfect Child of heaven, Gracious Gift, God to Man! All rejoice on a Christmas Day! 



 

 
EHYMN  Angels We Have Heard on High Hymnal no. 238 
 All: Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
 And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

 Women: Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be, which inspire your heav’nly song? 
 All: Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

 Men: Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing; 
 Come, adore on bended knee, Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
 All: Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

 All: See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise; 
 Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
EBENEDICTION  Pastor Grace Han 
 
EPOSTLUDE Carol Rhapsody arr. Richard Purvis 
 
 E E E 
  
 Those Assisting in Worship Today 
 Acolyte:  Eliza Costle-Tyler 
 Crucifer:  Taylor Hoganson 
 Greeters:  Janet Johnson 
 Guest Musicians:  Regino Madrid, Adelya Shagidullina, violins;  
 Nicholas Hodges, viola; Clayton Vaughn, cello; Nishana Dobbeck, bass;  
 Leigh Hoitt, flute; Isabelle Frouvelle, harp; Bill Richards, percussion; Jenny Jones, piano; Virginia Sircy, organ 
 Liturgist:  Dave Webber 
 Ushers:  Steve Norwood, Lucelle O’Flaherty (Head Usher), George Pinn, Eric Schilling, Alva Smircina  
 

The flowers in the Narthex are given to the glory of God and in honor of Trinity’s Choirs. 

It is with deep sadness that we share the death of Richard “Dan” Frederking, brother of 
Trinity Member Margaret Barton.   Dan passed away Saturday, December 7, 2019 in Cypress, TX. 
We extend our prayers and sympathies to Margaret as well as her family. Expressions of sympathy 
can be sent to Margaret Barton at 706 Enderby Drive, Alexandria, VA 22302. 



 

 

Nursery (9:45 AM - 12:15 PM): For children birth-preK (Room 105, downstairs, around the corner to the left, first 
door on the right). Led by Luz Reyes and Helen Simms.  
 
Children’s Worship - Prayground:  What is a prayground?  It is a space where worshipers (most often children) can 
experience worship through age appropriate worship materials and tools that will help keep them engaged in worship.  
An adult will be with them each week to keep them engaged in activities throughout their time at the prayground.  After 
children’s time, we welcome children (K-3rd grade) to come to the prayground area in the Narthex for activities. They will 
return to worship during the last hymn. (Please note nursery is available for children up to at age 5 downstairs in room 
105.)  Why do it? Research and other churches who have done a prayground say: 1) When children who are separated 
out of the worshiping community get to an age to decide for themselves if they want to be a part of worship, they often 
decide not to be part of worship because it hasn’t been part of their life. 2) Offering a Prayground is a statement to the 
entire congregation that we are making physical and spiritual space for families. 3) Praygrounds offer an opportunity for 
spiritual formation to begin at an early age.  Thank you for embarking on this journey with us to do as Matthew 19:14 
states, Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 
heaven belongs.” 
 
Youth Group: We invite all 6th-12th graders to Youth Group Holiday Party tonight from 5:30-7:30 PM at Beverley Hills 
UMC.  Dinner is provided! Please be sure to bring your gift for our White Elephant Exchange, under $5. Hope to see 
you all there. No Youth Group Sunday, December 22nd or Sunday, December 29th. Questions? Contact Hannah Do-
noghue at programdirector@trinityalexandria.org.  
 
Your Special Invitation to join Trinity’s Music Program!  Teens and adults are invited to join the Chancel Choir 
(rehearsals Thursdays from 7:45-9:45 PM) or join the Trinity Ringers (rehearsals Thursdays from 6:15-7:30 PM). Chil-
dren are invited to participate in the Trinity Trebles (K-3rd grades; rehearsals Wednesdays from 5:30-6:15) or Trinity 
Choristers (4th-9th grades; rehearsals on Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 PM). Questions? Contact Linda Cancellieri, Director 
of Music at music@trinityalexandria.org. 

SUNDAY MORNING AT TRINITY CHURCH 

TRINITY CHURCH’S WEEKLY NEWS 
New to Trinity? Welcome!  Thanks for coming to wor-
ship! We would like to invite you to Lunch with Pastor 
Grace on Sunday, January 12th, immediately following wor-
ship at the Parsonage. It will be an opportunity to eat, chat, 
ask questions, and learn more about Trinity.  To RSVP 
contact the Church Office at office@trinityalexandria.org.  
 
Join us for Intergenerational Christmas Party on Sun-
day, December 22nd, from 10:00 to 10:45 AM. We will play 
some Christmas games, listen to Christmas music and deco-
rate some gingerbread cookies!  For more information con-
tact Program Director, Hannah Day Donoghue at 
programdirector@trinityalexandria.org 
 
A Disciple’s Path: Are you wondering what it means to be 
a follower of Jesus, what it means to be Methodist, and 
how to live that out? We invite you to participate in a spe-
cial short-term (6 week) class geared towards newcomers, 
new to the faith, or those wanting to delve deeper in their 
faith. The class will meet on Sunday mornings from 9:30-
10:45 AM from Sunday, January 19th-February, 23rd. Child-
care is available. Sign up here or contact Pastor Grace Han 
at pastor@trinityalexandria.org with additional questions or 
concerns. 

Parlor Renovation Flash Fundraiser:  Our beloved Par-
lor is a well loved and well used space! It is used for Sunday 
School, committee meetings, community groups, weddings 
and funerals, to name a few! Even though we use the parlor 
so much, it hasn’t been updated in more than 20 years and 
it’s time to invest in this important space.  Through some 
generous donations, we have already started work on new 
flooring, fixing electrical problems, and lights. Now we are 
moving on to Phase 2! We are hoping to raise $10,000 to-
ward new doors, furniture, and multi-media capabilities. 
This would allow us to make a beautiful new room, with 
expanded seating and make the Parlor more versatile and 
welcoming. To give toward this project, write a check to 
Trinity UMC, with Parlor Renovation in the memo line.  
Donate on-line on our website www.trinityalexandria.org 
and click the “Y Giving” icon in the top right hand corner.  
Donate on the Administrative line, noting “Parlor Renova-
tion” in the memo line, or visit the Parlor this morning to 
donate through credit card! For additional questions or 
concerns, contact Brian Ekeland at brian.ekeland@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

TRINITY CHURCH’S WEEKLY NEWS 
Heifer Sock Sale:  There is still an opportunity to shop at 
our annual Heifer Sock Sale in the Fellowship Hall class-
room this morning after worship. All proceeds go to sup-
port Heifer International. Monetary donations are also wel-
come. Contact Alva Smircina at asmircina@gmail.com with 
any questions or concerns.  
 
Want to contribute to the Holiday Mission Spirit but 
aren’t able to shop? If you don’t wish to or are unable to 
shop Trinity has also committed to collect monetary dona-
tions for the Alexandria Department of Community and 
Human Services Domestic Violence Shelter’s Christmas 
Children’s Holiday Party. They will use the money we raise 
towards gifts and toys for children and their mothers who 
are currently in or have gone through the shelter in the last 
18 months. Questions, contact Trinity’s UMW incoming 
President, Alva Smircina: asmircina@gmail.com or Hannah 
Day Donoghue: programdirector@trinityalexandria.org.  
 
Rising Hope United Methodist Mission Church Food 
Drive: Rising Hope UMC serves the homeless, the left out, 
the lost, and the least among us, has asked Trinity to be a 
partner church for the month of December to help fill their 
food pantry.  Please bring food and place it in the Narthex 
closet to the left of the front door as you come in.  Items 
might include canned fruits and vegetables and meats  and 
fish, bags of rice, boxes of pasta and cereals, and peanut 
butter.  This is stewardship in action. What a great way to 
show our appreciation for all God has given to us by shar-
ing with those in need.  I am sure we can fill the closet to 
overflowing. 
 
Reserve Altar Flowers: The Trinity Flower Committee 
invites you to reserve altar flowers in honor or memory of 
a loved one. The sign-up sheet is across from the church 
office.  We request a $65 donation to the Flower Commit-
tee. Designations for the bulletin can be included on the 
signup sheet. Following the worship service, the altar flow-
ers are yours to take home and enjoy or share with a friend 
or family member. If you have questions, please contact 
Jenessa in the Church Office (office@trinityalexandria.org). 
 
Trinity Preschool Open House:  Prospective families are 
invited to tour the school, meet with our staff and learn 
about our programs for children ages 18 months to Pre-K. 
Applications for the 2020-2021 school year will be availa-
ble. Please drop in anytime between 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM 
on January 16th. No reservations are required for this event. 
Please park in the lot at the corner of Allison Street and 
Pierpont Street and look for the door with an awning. If 
you have any questions about our open house or the school 
please contact us at preschool@trinityalexandria.org.  

Commitments Cards:  Thank you to everyone who has 
made a commitment towards financial giving in 2020! We 
are happy to share that we have already received 75 com-
mitment cards. Our goal is to receive 80 before the end of 
the year!  If you haven’t already turned in a commitment 
card, it is not too late! You can fill out a commitment card 
(in the pew pocket) and put it in the offering plate, drop it 
off at the Church Office, or contact the Church Office at  
office@trinityalexandria.rg and request a card. Your gifts and 
generosity make possible the ministries of Trinity UMC!  
 
You can now donate by text to Trinity! It takes just a 
few moments to set it up and then you can donate by tex-
ting from anywhere. Here is how it works: Text the 
amount you want to give to 703-783-3034. This is a num-
ber set up to give specifically to Trinity. You will get a reply 
that asks you to set up your name, email and asked to  
supply your payment method (credit card, debit card, or 
bank account). This payment source will then be linked 
with your cell phone number so that, in the future, all you 
will need to do is text in the amount and you will not need 
to re-enter your payment information. If you wanted to 
give $10, all you need to do is type $10 and text to the 
church number and $10 will be given to the church in your 
name.  That is it! Please see the handout in the Narthex 
with more information on additional features of texting. 
Thank you for giving to Trinity. 
 
Want to significantly impact Trinity UMC and reduce 
your taxes at the same time? A gift to Trinity directly from 
your IRA is a tax-smart way to assist all our efforts.  Every-
one is unique and, of course, circumstances will differ from 
individual to individual.  Please contact Rich McKinney 
through the Church Office (office@trinityalexandria.org) to 
discuss about how to start the process. 
 
End of Year Giving: In this season of giving & generosity, 
we hope you will consider making a donation to support 
the ministries of Trinity UMC!  Your generosity will help us 
both to close the year in a strong position and enter the 
new year on sound footing. If you give electronically, you 
can easily change your designated amount to reflect 
our increased giving. If you make purchases through Ama-
zon, you can give to our operating budget by using Amazon 
Smile at www.smile.amazon.com. Select “Trinity UMC, Al-
exandria” as your designated charity in the supporting icon, 
and we will receive a small percentage of each purchase. 
Your giving makes everything we do at Trinity possible. 
Thank you for all your financial support you have provided 
throughout the year!  
 
 



 

 

TRINITY CHURCH’S UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Sunday, December  15th ~ 3rd Sunday of Advent - Worship at 10:45 AM 
 “Christmas Around the World” with Trinity Choirs 
 
Sunday, December 22nd ~ 4th Sunday of Advent - Worship at 11:00 AM 
 Intergenerational Christmas Party from 10:00 AM-10:45 AM 
 
Tuesday, December 24th ~ Christmas Eve 
 Family Christmas Eve Service at 5 PM 
 Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve Service at 9 PM 
 
Sunday, December 29th ~ 1st Sunday after Christmas - Worship at 11:00 AM 
 No Prayground - Stay in worship to enjoy Lessons and carols!    
 
Sunday, January 12th ~ Lunch with Pastor Grace at 12:15 PM 
 
Saturday, January 18th ~ Bi-District Training Day at Floris UMC 
 
Sunday, January 19th ~ The Disciple’s Path Class begins 



 

 

The Welcome Statement of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”   Matthew 10:40 

 
Trinity United Methodist Church is committed to be a congregation of Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors. We believe 
all people are of sacred worth and dignity as part of God’s creation and as demonstrated by the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
As God’s love extends to all, we welcome everyone without exception, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender, family structure, 
socio-economic or marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, faith history or life experience.  
We recognize that we are all different, and those differences make us a stronger community of faith as we worship together to 
grow in our relationship with God and one another. 
 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
Building a strong Christian community to find, share, and celebrate the love of Christ in our hearts, neighbors and our world. 



 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
2911 Cameron Mills Road 

Alexandria, VA 22302 
 

Phone: (703) 549-5500 | Fax: (703) 549-7410 
Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 5 PM | Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Find us on the Web:  www.trinityalexandria.org | Facebook:  Trinity UMC-Alexandria 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church Staff 
Bishop Sharma D. Lewis TerriBiggins@vaumc.org  
Alexandria District Superintendent Rev. Jeff Mickle alexandriads@vaumc.org 
Pastor Rev. Grace Han pastor@trinityalexandria.org 
Director of Music Linda Cancellieri music@trinityalexandria.org 
Program Director Hannah Day Donoghue programdirector@trinityalexandria.org 
Office Manager Jenessa Stokes office@trinityalexandria.org 
Head of Operations, Trinity Preschool Claire Maucieri preschool@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Supervisor Luz Reyes nursery@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Assistant Helen Simms 
Facility Manager Ronnie Willett ronnie@trinityalexandria.org 
Accountant Beatriz Cook accountant@trinityalexandria.org 

We hope you will join us for Christmas Eve services on December 24th! 
 
Family Service and Children’s Christmas Pageant (5 PM) 
Join us as we retell the Christmas story through song, word, and action!  All children 
will be invited to choose a costume and to participate in the story.  We will end the 
service in candlelight (glow sticks will be provided for our children).  
 
Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion (9 PM) 
At 9 PM, join us for a traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve service with Holy  
Communion. We will conclude our Advent journey as we gather around  
the manger to welcome the birth of  Jesus Christ, the light of  the world.   
Special music will be provided, we hope to see you there. 


