
 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
Alexandria, Virginia 

 
First Sunday in Advent 

December 1, 2019 
Eleven o’clock in the morning 

Light shines in darkness, and the darkness could not overpower it. 
~ John 1:5 



 

 



 THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

EPlease stand in body and/or spirit. 
Out of reverence for God and respect for fellow worshipers, please silence all electronic devices. 

Childcare for preschool aged children (birth-preK) is available in our nursery (downstairs, room 105). 
Children’s Worship (K-3rd grade) meets immediately following Children’s Time at the Prayground in the Narthex. 

 Please see an usher for more information. 
 

 E E E 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Jill Robinson 
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church. God’s love be in us and among us as we greet all who enter our doors as children of God. 
Please take a moment to complete the Connection Card and prepare to place it in the offering plate later in the service. 
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Shepherd’s Pipe Carol Dale Wood 
 
INTROIT Comfort, Comfort Now My People 

 
ECALL TO WORSHIP  Susan Collins 

Lift up your heads, O gates! 
 and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
That the King of glory may come in. 
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” 
Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion! 
For lo, I will come and dwell in your midst, says the Lord. 
Many nations shall join themselves to the Lord in that day, 
 and shall be my people; and I will dwell in your midst. 
 

EHYMN Blessed Be the God of Israel Hymnal no. 209 
 

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  Jill Robinson 
Christ came to bring us salvation and has promised to come again. 
Let us pray that we are always ready to welcome him. 
That the keeping of Advent may open our hearts to God’s love, 
That the light of Christ may penetrate the darkness of sin, 
That this wreath may constantly remind us  
 to prepare for the coming of Christ, 
And that the Christmas season may fill us with  
 peace and joy as we strive to follow the example of Christ. 
Loving God,  
 your Church joyfully awaits the coming of its Savior,  
 who enlightens our hearts and dispels the darkness of ignorance and sin. 
Pour forth your blessings upon us as we light the candles of this wreath.  
May their light reflect the splendor of Christ, 
Who is Lord, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE  Josh, Jen, and Vienna Baca 
  



 

 
RESPONSIVE SONG            O Come, O Come Emmanuel  

EPASSING OF THE PEACE 
Please exchange signs and words of reconciliation and love.  
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Pastor Youtha Hardman-Cromwell 
Immediately following Children’s Time, elementary aged children (K-3rd grade) are welcome to join us at the Prayground in the Narthex. 
Children will return to worship during the last hymn.  
 

ANTHEM E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come Paul Manz 
Peace be to you, and grace from him who freed us from our sins; Who loved us all and shed his blood, that we might saved be. Sing holy to 
our Lord, Almighty God, who was and is to come; Sing holy, holy, Lord. Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, rejoice on earth, ye 
saints below. For Christ is coming soon. E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more; they need no light nor lamp nor 
sun, for Christ will be their All! 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 2:1-5 (NRSV) Susan Collins 
 2 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 In days to come the mountain  
of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all 
the nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between 
the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5 O 
house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!  
 The Word of God for the People of God  Thanks be to God. 
 

EGOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please sing before and after the Gospel Lesson.)  



 

 
EGOSPEL LESSON John 1:1-14a Pastor Youtha Hardman-Cromwell 

 In the beginning was the Word; the Word was with God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him 
all things came into being, not one thing was came into being except through him. What has come into being in 
him was life, life that was the light of humankind; and light shines in darkness, and the darkness could not over-
power it. 
 A man came, sent by God. His names was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness to the light, so that 
everyone might believe through him. He was not the light; he was to bear witness to the light. 
 The Word was the real light, that gives light to everyone; he was in the world that had come into being 
through him, and the world did not recognize him. He came to his own and his own people did not accept him. 
But those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to those who believed in his name, 
who was born not from human stock or human will but from God God's self.  The Word became flesh and 
lived among us. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
   SERMON “Walking in the Light” Pastor Youtha Hardman-Cromwell 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  Pastor Youtha Hardman-Cromwell 
 

OFFERTORY Prelude on Sussex Carol Russell Schulz-Widmar  
  

ETHE DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Hymnal no. 95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

EOFFERTORY PRAYER  Pastor Youtha Hardman-Cromwell 
O God, most merciful and gracious,  
 of whose bounty we have all received,  
accept this offering of your people.  
Remember in Your love those who have brought it  
 and those for whom it is given,  
and so follow it with Your blessing that it may promote peace  
 and goodwill among all peoples,  
and advance the Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

   PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING Musical Setting B Leader:  Brad May Hymnal no. 18 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
...and so,  
 with your people on earth  
 and all the company of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 



 

 

   

 (Repeated sections are sung first by the Leader and then by all.) 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving  
as a holy and living sacrifice, 
in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
 

 (Repeated sections are sung first by the Leader and then by all.) 
 

 
 
 
 
All honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 
 

 (Repeated sections are sung first by the Leader and then by all.) 
   
 
 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
BREAKING THE BREAD 
 



 

 
GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 We invite all persons to the Lord’s Table. This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love 
Him and for those who want to love Him more. So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often 
and you who have not been here long, you who have tried to follow, and you who have failed. Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 
It is His will that those who want Him should meet Him here. 
 Following the direction of the ushers, please come to the Communion station nearest you. The center station is for those who require 
gluten-free bread. We serve Holy Communion by intinction. Please extend your hands to receive the bread and then dip the bread into the 
cup as it is offered to you.  After you partake, you also may kneel at the rail for prayer and meditation. 
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  Gordon Johnson, piano 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  Pastor Youtha Hardman-Cromwell 
Eternal God,  
 we give You thanks for this holy mystery  
 in which You have given yourself to us.  
Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit,  
 to give ourselves for others,  
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

EHYMN  Go Forth for God Hymnal no. 670 
 
EDISMISSAL WITH BLESSING  Pastor Youtha Hardman-Cromwell 
 
EPOSTLUDE Christians, Awake! arr. by Gilbert Martin 
 
 E E E 



 

 

SUNDAY MORNING AT TRINITY CHURCH 
 Those Assisting in Worship Today 
 Acolyte:  Ayden Hoganson 
 Advent Wreath Lighters:  Josh, Jen, and Vienna Baca 
 Communion Servers:  Ellan & Pat Moore, Jill Robinson 
 Crucifer:  Leo Maucieri 
 Greeters:  Janet Johnson, Marianne Vannatta 
 Guest Director/Organist:  Virginia Sircy  
 Liturgist & Gluten-free Server:  Susan Collins 
 Ushers:  Chris  Jensen, Lucelle O’Flaherty (Head Usher), Sylvia Parker, George Pinn, Shirley Steffey  
 
Nursery (9:45 AM - 12:15 PM):  For children birth-preK (Room 105, downstairs, around the corner to the left, first 
door on the right). Led by Luz Reyes and Helen Simms.  
 
The flowers in the Narthex are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Janismarie (Jan) Hassmer, 99, much 
beloved wife, mother, aunt, grandmother, great grandmother, and friend who passed away on November 20, 2019. 
 
Children’s Worship - Prayground:  What is a prayground?  It is a space where worshipers (most often children) can 
experience worship through age appropriate worship materials and tools that will help keep them engaged in worship.  
An adult will be with them each week to keep them engaged in activities throughout their time at the prayground.  After 
children’s time, we welcome children (K-3rd grade) to come to the prayground area in the Narthex for activities. They will 
return to worship during the last hymn. (Please note nursery is available for children up to at age 5 downstairs in room 
105.)  Why do it? Research and other churches who have done a prayground say: 1) When children who are separated 
out of the worshiping community get to an age to decide for themselves if they want to be a part of worship, they often 
decide not to be part of worship because it hasn’t been part of their life. 2) Offering a Prayground is a statement to the 
entire congregation that we are making physical and spiritual space for families. 3) Praygrounds offer an opportunity for 
spiritual formation to begin at an early age.  Thank you for embarking on this journey with us to do as Matthew 19:14 
states, Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 
heaven belongs.” 
 
Pastor’s Helping Fund:  Just a friendly reminder that your communion offering goes to the Pastor’s Helping Fund, 
which helps provide emergency assistance to local families in need.  To provide this special offering, simply write 
“communion” on the memo line of your check or indicate so on your offering envelope and bring up to the front and 
place in the offering plate during communion. 
 

It is with deep sadness that we share the death of Kathy Nathan, mother 
of Trinity member Lisa Nathan. We extend our prayers and sympathies to 
Lisa as well as her extended family and friends.  Expressions of sympathy can 
be sent to Lisa Nathan at 4 Ashby Street, #D, Alexandria, VA 22305. 



 

 

TRINITY CHURCH’S WEEKLY NEWS 
Commitments Cards:  Thank you to all of you who have 
made a commitment towards financial giving in 2020! If 
you haven’t already turned in a Commitment Card, we ask 
that you take a moment to prayerfully consider your com-
mitment, then fill out a Commitment Card and place in the 
offering plate or return to the Church Office.  There are 
extra ones in the pews in front of you or contact the 
Church Office at office@trinityalexandria.org and request a 
card.  Your gifts and generosity make possible the minis-
tries of Trinity UMC! 
 
Trinity’s Table:  Join us each weekly on Wednesday 
nights at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall for Wednesday 
Night Dinner and Fellowship. 
 Menu - December 4th:  Hosted by Dave & Kari Webber 
Option #1:  Chicken & Noodles; Option #2:  Veggie 
Burger (Vegan); Option #3:  Chicken Nuggets (Children); 
Salad; Rolls; Dessert  
 Cost:  Option #1 & #2 - $8.00; Option #3 - $5.00.   
 Questions or to sign up to host an evening, contact 
Jenessa Stokes, office@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
Christmas Trees Arrive Soon! Each December we serve 
as host to the North Ridge Citizens Association and 
Almost Heavenly Christmas Trees for the Annual Commu-
nity Tree Sale. It’s a wonderful, friendly community tradi-
tion, to which anyone is welcome. This year the trees are 
on sale Friday, December 6th through Sunday, December 
8th.  Questions, comments, or special requests, please call 
or text, Almost Heavenly Trees at 703-646-0250. 
 
Rising Hope Angel Tree, There is Still More to Do!  
We as Trinity UMC have agreed to “adopt” 50 more chil-
dren. These ones look a bit different. For each child, you 
will be responsible for purchasing a backpack, jacket, 
gloves, scarf and hat. Everything should be placed in the 
backpack and the tag tied to a strap, We ask that the back-
pack be dropped off in the Narthex by Sunday, December 
8th.  Come by the tree and help us continue to make our 
commitment this holiday season! If you have any questions 
feel free to contact, our Program Director, Hannah Day 
Donoghue: programdirector@trinityalexandria.org or Missions 
Chair, Mary Gillman: marycgillman@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Luncheon: Please join us Sunday, December 
8th for our Annual Christmas Luncheon! We will celebrate 
the Christmas season by sharing in a meal and singing 
Christmas carols together.  We are in need of volunteers to 
help make this event possible. We need volunteers to cook 
and bring turkeys, to set up and clean up. We ask every-
one to bring a side or dessert to share.  You can RSVP on 
your connection card. For questions or concerns, contact 
Alex or Bryce Benson at alexandrabenson1999@gmail.com. 
 
Heifer Sock Sale: On Sunday, December 8th, we will of-
fer our annual Heifer Sock Sale in the Fellowship Hall 
classroom.  There will be socks, tights, and leggings for sale 
to support Heifer International (www.heifer.org).  Heifer In-
ternational is a nonprofit humanitarian organization that 
works to end hunger an poverty around the world.  Mone-
tary donations are also welcome. Contact Alva Smircina for 
questions at asmircina@gmail.com.  
 
Want to contribute to the Holiday Mission Spirit but 
aren’t able to shop? If you don’t wish to or are unable to 
shop Trinity has also committed to collect monetary dona-
tions for the Alexandria Department of Community and 
Human Services Domestic Violence Shelter’s Christmas 
Children’s Holiday Party. They will use the money we raise 
towards gifts and toys for children and their mothers who 
are currently in or have gone through the shelter in the last 
18 months. Questions, contact Trinity’s UMW incoming 
President, Alva Smircina: asmircina@gmail.com or Hannah 
Day Donoghue: programdirector@trinityalexandria.org.  
 
The United Methodist Women invite the women of 
Trinity to our Annual Christmas Dinner Party. This 
year our annual Christmas Dinner is on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 10th at 6:00 PM at the home of Barbara Archey. Please 
bring a dish to share and a “white elephant” gift for our gift 
exchange.  This year we are participating in two mission 
projects.  
“No Bake-Bake Sale”: We are raising money for the 

Domestic Violence Shelter.  Just put the money that 
you would have spent on the ingredients to make your 
baked good for the “no bake-bake sale” and bring to 
dinner. No need to bake a thing! 

Rising Hope Canned Food Drive:  Please make your 
annual canned good donation to Rising Hope by drop-
ping off your donation to the Church Office during the 
month of December. 

For questions on the “No Bake-Bake Sale” contact,  
Trinity’s UMW incoming President, Alva Smircina at 
asmircina@gmail.com.  For questions about UMW or to 
RSVP for our Christmas Party contact our current UMW 
President, Linda Pitts at ihcpitts@aol.com. 



 

 

“Christmas Around the World”:  Trinity Choirs invite 
you to “Christmas Around the World” on Sunday, Decem-
ber 15th at 10:45 AM. The Trinity choirs will offer a special 
service of worship with music from many countries, ac-
companied by strings, harp, percussion, flute and organ. 
The congregation is invited to sing our traditional medley 
of favorite Christmas carols. Please invite family and 
friends to join us as we sing and ring in celebration of the 
birth of Jesus. For questions, contact our Music Director, 
Linda Cancellieri at music@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
SEEKING Christmas Eve Pageant Help:  Have you 
always dreamed of being an Angel, Shepherd, Star, King, 
Animal, Mary, Joseph?  Our Program Director, Hannah is 
looking for a minimum of 6 youth or adults to help tell the 
story of the birth of our Lord at the Christmas Eve pag-
eant.  Interested in helping? Contact, Hannah Day Do-
noghue at programdirector@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
Trinity Preschool Open House:  Prospective families are 
invited to tour Trinity Preschool, meet with our teachers 
and learn about our programs for children ages 18 months 
to Pre-K. Applications and tuition information for the 2020
-2021 school year will be available. Please drop by between 
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM on Thursday, January 16th. No reser-
vations are required for this event.   If you have any ques-
tions about our open house or the school, please contact 
the office at 703-549-7422 or preschool@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
As a reminder, if you use Amazon, you can give to Trinity 
simply by using this website: www.smile.amazon.com instead of 
the normal Amazon site. It is just like the normal Amazon 
website and you see all the same items. However, if you 
select  Trinity UMC in Alexandria as your charity in the 
Supporting icon, Trinity UMC will get a small donation for 
each purchase. Just remember to use the smile.amazon.com 
site versus the normal amazon.com site for your purchases. 
It will help our church in all the great things we do.  So far 
this year we have received over $135 as a result of our 
members using smile.amazon! 
 
You can now donate by text to Trinity! It takes just a 
few moments to set it up and then you can donate by tex-
ting from anywhere. Here is how it works: Text the amount 
you want to give to 703-783-3034. This is a number set up 
to give specifically to Trinity. You will get a reply that asks 
you to set up your name, email and asked to supply your 
payment method (credit card, debit card, or bank account). 
This payment source will then be linked with your cell 
phone number so that, in the future, all you will need to do 
is text in the amount and you will not need to re-enter your 
payment information. If you wanted to give $10, all you 

need to do is type $10 and text to the church number and 
$10 will be given to the church in your name.  That is it! 
Please see the handout in the Narthex with more infor-
mation on additional features of texting.  
 
Want to significantly impact Trinity UMC and reduce 
your taxes at the same time? A gift to Trinity directly from 
your IRA is a tax-smart way to assist all our efforts.  Every-
one is unique and, of course, circumstances will differ from 
individual to individual.  Please contact Rich McKinney 
through the Church Office (office@trinityalexandria.org) to 
discuss about how to start the process. 
 
Christ House Needs You! Trinity sends 2-4 volunteers 
the second Sunday of every month, to help the Christ 
House staff, set up, prepare and serve dinner and clean up 
after. Arrival time is 3:15 PM, and departure usually around 
6 PM. To volunteer for this worthy mission contact Katie 
Cook, Trinity’s Volunteer Coordinator for Christ House at 
kcook@dlpolitics.com. The next opportunity to volunteer is 
January 12th. We look forward to hearing from you soon. 
Thank you for your ongoing support of Christ House! 
 
Another opportunity to prepare dinner for the Rising 
Hope UM Mission Church 5th Sunday dinner on De-
cember 29th is here. Rising Hope UM Mission Church is 
located on the Route 1 corridor and ministers to the least, 
lost, left-out and lonely. The following dishes are needed 
and should be brought to Trinity Church by Friday,  
December 20th at 10 AM and placed in the freezer. Please 
mark with directions to reheat or cook and for “Rising 
Hope” on your donation. They will be delivered that  
afternoon. Contact the Church Office by email 
(office@trinityalexandria.org) if you have any questions or to 
let us know how you will share in this meal preparation.  
Thanks for sharing from our abundance with those who 
are less fortunate.  For more information about Rising 
Hope Mission contact, our Mission Chair Mary Gillman at 
marycgillman@gmail.com. 
 

Dinner needs: 
3  persons to prepare a casserole to feed 12  
3  persons to bring canned vegetables to serve 20 
5  persons to bring frozen loaf French Bread  
2  persons to bring 3 dozen cookies each  

 
 
 
 
 

TRINITY CHURCH’S WEEKLY NEWS 



 

 

The Welcome Statement of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”   Matthew 10:40 

 
Trinity United Methodist Church is committed to be a congregation of Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors. We believe 
all people are of sacred worth and dignity as part of God’s creation and as demonstrated by the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
As God’s love extends to all, we welcome everyone without exception, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender, family structure, 
socio-economic or marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, faith history or life experience.  
We recognize that we are all different, and those differences make us a stronger community of faith as we worship together to 
grow in our relationship with God and one another. 
 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
Building a strong Christian community to find, share, and celebrate the love of Christ in our hearts, neighbors and our world. 

TRINITY CHURCH’S UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Sunday, December 8th ~ 2nd Sunday of Advent - Worship at 11 AM 
 Trinity’s Annual Christmas Luncheon at 12:15 PM in the Trinity UMC Fellowship Hall 
 Rising Hope Angel Tree gifts due 
 
Sunday, December  15th ~ 3rd Sunday of Advent - Worship at 10:45 AM 
 “Christmas Around the World” with Trinity Choirs 
 
Tuesday, December 24th ~ Christmas Eve 
 Family Christmas Eve Service at 5 PM 
 Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve Service at 9 PM 



 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
2911 Cameron Mills Road 

Alexandria, VA 22302 
 

Phone: (703) 549-5500 | Fax: (703) 549-7410 
Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 5 PM | Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Find us on the Web:  www.trinityalexandria.org | Facebook:  Trinity UMC-Alexandria 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church Staff 
Bishop Sharma D. Lewis TerriBiggins@vaumc.org  
Alexandria District Superintendent Rev. Jeff Mickle alexandriads@vaumc.org 
Pastor Rev. Grace Han pastor@trinityalexandria.org 
Director of Music Linda Cancellieri music@trinityalexandria.org 
Program Director Hannah Day Donoghue programdirector@trinityalexandria.org 
Office Manager Jenessa Stokes office@trinityalexandria.org 
Head of Operations, Trinity Preschool Claire Maucieri preschool@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Supervisor Luz Reyes nursery@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Assistant Helen Simms 
Facility Manager Ronnie Willett ronnie@trinityalexandria.org 
Accountant Beatriz Cook accountant@trinityalexandria.org 


