
 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
Alexandria, Virginia 

 
Second Sunday in Advent 

December 8, 2019 
Eleven o’clock in the morning 

The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
~ Matthew 3:3 



 THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

EPlease stand in body and/or spirit. 
Out of reverence for God and respect for fellow worshipers, please silence all electronic devices. 

Childcare for preschool aged children (birth-preK) is available in our nursery (downstairs, room 105). 
Children’s Worship (K-3rd grade) meets immediately following Children’s Time at the Prayground in the Narthex. 

 Please see an usher for more information. 
 

 E E E 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Pastor Grace Han 
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church. God’s love be in us and among us as we greet all who enter our doors as children of God. 
Please take a moment to complete the Connection Card and prepare to place it in the offering plate later in the service. 
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Voluntary on Freu Dich Sehr Georg Friedrich Kauffmann 
 
INTROIT For the Herald’s Voice Is Crying 

 
ECALL TO WORSHIP  Jon Hoganson 

We come to worship the coming King.  
The One who was and is and is to come! 
Robed in Justice, carrying equity in his heart, 
Righteousness is a belt around his waist,  
 faithfulness in the clasps of his sandals. 
We have prepared ourselves for worship. 
We intend to do no harm;  
 to love our neighbors and to stay in love with God. 
We look forward to the Reign of the coming King. 
The wolves will walk with the lambs;  
 the leopards skip with the kids; 
and the calves will be friends with the lion cubs. 
Peace will come through the root of Jesse, and we will abide with the King! 
 

EHYMN Hail to the Lord’s Anointed Hymnal no. 203 
 

GATHERING PRAYER  Pastor Grace Han 
We pray to you, our God of peace,  
 for your word is good news to the oppressed,  
 healing for the brokenhearted,  
and freedom for all who are held captive.  
Open our hearts and sanctify us in body, 
 soul and spirit for the coming of the One, 
who even now is among us, 
 your only begotten Son, our Lord,  
Jesus Christ, who was, who is, and who is to come. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
One God forever and ever. Amen. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE  Jeff Miller and Paul Painter 
  



 

 
RESPONSIVE SONG            O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

EPASSING OF THE PEACE 
Please exchange signs and words of reconciliation and love.  
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM The Baptismal Covenant I Hymnal no. 33 
 We receive in Baptism Addison Rose Namestnik.  
 
HYMN Child of Blessing, Child of Promise Hymnal no. 611 
 
RECEPTION OF MEMBERS The Baptismal Covenant I Hymnal no. 38 
 We welcome Tori & Zack Namestnik into membership. 
 

Commendation and Welcome 
Members of the household of God, I commend these persons to your love and care. 
Do all in your power to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in love. 
 

We give thanks for all that God has already given you 
 and we welcome you in Christian love. 
As members together with you in the body of Christ 
 and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church, 
we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the church 
 by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness, 
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME  Hannah Day Donoghue, Alva Smircina 
Immediately following Children’s Time, elementary aged children (K-3rd grade) are welcome to join us at the Prayground in the Narthex. 
Children will return to worship during the last hymn.  
 
ANTHEM Let Every Heart Prepare a Throne Mark Patterson 
 Trinity Choristers 
Let every heart prepare a throne for soon the Child of Light will come. Let every voice prepare a song to welcome Christ the Promised One. 
Let every hand reach out with love to greet this gift from God above. Make ready now, the Savior comes, the Prince of Peace, the Promised 
One. So let the flame of Advent glow, each candle shines that all may know the hope we need, so long foretold will soon be here for us to 
hold.  
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 11:1-10 Jon Hoganson 

 11 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  2 The spirit of 
the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  He shall not judge by what 
his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 



 

 
lips he shall kill the wicked.  5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around 
his loins.  6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and 
the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.  7 The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie 
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy moun-
tain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 10 On that day the root 
of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 The Word of God for the People of God  Thanks be to God. 
 

EGOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please sing before and after the Gospel Lesson.)  

EGOSPEL LESSON Matthew 3:1-12 Pastor Grace Han 
 3 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’”  4 Now John wore clothing 
of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then the people 
of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized 
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit 
worthy of repentance. 9 Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  11 “I baptize you 
with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.” 
 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
   SERMON “Prepare the Way” Pastor Grace Han 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  Pastor Grace Han 



 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Thou Shalt Know Him When He Comes Paul W. Lohman   
In the stillness is the Word; bearing promise and comfort and the hope for which we wait. But how long this time of waiting for the One 
who’s coming soon, for the dawning, the knowing, for the Light, the Way, for the Word. Thou shalt know Him when He comes, not by any 
din of drums, nor his manners, nor his airs, nor by anything he wears. Thou shalt know him when he comes, not by his crown or by his 
gown, but his coming known shall be, but the holy harmony that his coming makes in thee.  
 

ETHE DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Hymnal no. 95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

EOFFERTORY PRAYER  Pastor Grace Han 
God of Might and Mercy:  
Our days and nights are filled with jolly songs,  
 festive parties, and extravagant gifts, beautifully wrapped.  
We confess we just don’t want to hear a call to repentance 
 in the midst of our revelry.  
Yet you remind us that without hearing a call to repent, 
 we risk missing the whole point of Christ’s coming.  
We bring our gifts this morning to your altar,  
 knowing they are not what they ought to be,  
and we are not who we hoped to be.  
And in this acknowledgement  
 we become ready to hear the call of repentance  
and more ready to welcome a Savior.  
This we pray in that holy name above all others,  
 Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

 
EHYMN  Arise, Shine Out, Your Light Has Come Hymnal no. 725 
 
EDISMISSAL WITH BLESSING  Pastor Grace Han 
 
EPOSTLUDE In Dulci Jubilo Wilbur Held 
 
 E E E 

 
Those Assisting in Worship Today 

Acolyte:  Gerardo Smith 
Crucifer:  Tyler Williams 

Greeters:  Cindy and Al Merchent 
Liturgist:  Jon Hoganson 

Ushers:  Lucelle O’Flaherty (Head Usher), George Pinn, Eric Schilling, Alva Smircina, Marcia Summers  
 
The Poinsettias adorning the Altar are given to the glory of God and the birth of our Savior by friends and members 
of Trinity United Methodist Church.  (Please see insert for dedications.) 

Today we present for the Sacrament of Baptism Addison Rose Namestnik, daughter of Tori 
and Zack Namestnik.  Addison was born on April 29, 2019 in Maryland. We also receive into 
membership, Tori and Zack Namestnik.  Zach and Tori are both from upstate New York, 
where they went to grade school together.  They have been married for five years now and have 
been stationed at Joint Base Andrews for the last three years.  This year, Addison and her puppy, 
Pippin, joined us for our next chapter as we get ready to move to Wyoming in the late spring.  



 

 

Parlor Renovation Flash Fundraiser:  Our beloved Par-
lor is a well loved and well used space! It is used for Sunday 
School, committee meetings, community groups, weddings 
and funerals, to name a few! Even though we use the parlor 
so much, it hasn’t been updated in more than 20 years and 
it’s time to invest in this important space.  Through some 
generous donations, we have already started work on new 
flooring, fixing electrical problems, and lights. Now we are 
moving on to Phase 2! We are hoping to raise $10,000 to-
ward new doors, furniture, and multi-media capabilities. 
This would allow us to make a beautiful new room, with 
expanded seating and make the Parlor more versatile and 
welcoming. To give toward this project, write a check to 
Trinity UMC, with Parlor Renovation in the memo line.  
Donate on-line on our website www.trinityalexandria.org 
and click the “ Giving” icon in the top right hand corner.  
Donate on the Administrative line, noting “Parlor Renova-
tion” in the memo line, or visit the Parlor this morning to 
donate through credit card! For additional questions or 
concerns, contact Brian Ekeland at brian.ekeland@gmail.com. 
 
Christmas Trees Are Here!  Each December we serve as 
host to the North Ridge Citizens Association & Almost 
Heavenly Christmas Trees for their Annual Community 
Tree Sale.  The trees are on sale this afternoon in the Alli-
son Street Parking Lot until 5 PM.   

Trinity’s Table:  Join us each weekly on Wednesday nights 
at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall for Wednesday Night 
Dinner and Fellowship. 
 Menu - December 11th:  December Birthday Celebration 
Option #1:  Pepperoni Pizza, Veggie Pizza; Option #2:   
Caulipower Pizza (Vegetarian); Option #3:  Cheese Pizza; 
Salad; Dessert 
 Cost:  Option #1 & #2 - $8.00; Option #3 - $5.00.   
 Questions or to sign up to host an evening, contact 
Jenessa Stokes, office@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
The United Methodist Women invite the women of 
Trinity to our Annual Christmas Dinner Party. This 
year our annual Christmas Dinner is on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 10th at 6:00 PM at the home of Barbara Archey. Please 
bring a dish to share and a “white elephant” gift for our gift 
exchange.   For questions about UMW or to RSVP for our 
Christmas Party contact our current UMW President, Linda 
Pitts at ihcpitts@aol.com. 
 
SEEKING Christmas Eve Pageant Help:  Have you 
always dreamed of being an Angel, Shepherd, Star, King, 
Animal, Mary, Joseph?  Trinity is looking for a minimum of 
6 volunteers to help tell the story of the birth of our Lord.  
Interested in helping? Contact, Hannah Day Donoghue 
(programdirector@trinityalexandria.org). 

Today’s Offertory Anthem is a setting of an anonymous text by composer Paul Lohman, a resident of Minneapolis. 
This contemplative composition reflects the mystery of the Advent season in anticipation of Christ’s birth. The compos-
er uses chant, text painting and luscious harmony to inspire the listener.  As a choral conductor Lohman has led the 
Augsburg Choir and the National Lutheran Choir and served several area congregations for more than 20 years. His cho-
ral compositions have been performed world-wide.  
 
Following worship, please join us in the Fellowship Hall for our Annual Christmas Luncheon and Heifer International 
Sock Sale. There will be socks, tights, and leggings for sale to support Heifer International.  Donations are always wel-
come well. Heifer International is a nonprofit humanitarian organization that works to end hunger and poverty. For 
more information visit:  www.heifer.org. 
 
Nursery (9:45 AM - 12:15 PM): For children birth-preK (Room 105, downstairs, around the corner to the left, first 
door on the right). Led by Luz Reyes and Helen Simms.  
 
Children’s Worship - Prayground:  What is a prayground?  It is a space where worshipers (most often children) can 
experience worship through age appropriate worship materials and tools that will help keep them engaged in worship.  
An adult will be with them each week to keep them engaged in activities throughout their time at the prayground.  After 
children’s time, we welcome children (K-3rd grade) to come to the prayground area in the Narthex for activities. They will 
return to worship during the last hymn. (Please note nursery is available for children up to at age 5 downstairs in room 
105.)   
 
Youth Group: We invite all 6th-12th graders to Youth Group tonight from 5:30-7:30 PM at Trinity UMC.  Dinner is pro-
vided! Hope to see you all there. Questions? Contact Hannah Donoghue at programdirector@trinityalexandria.org.  

SUNDAY MORNING AT TRINITY CHURCH 

TRINITY CHURCH’S WEEKLY NEWS 



 

 

The Welcome Statement of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”   Matthew 10:40 

 
Trinity United Methodist Church is committed to be a congregation of Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors. We believe 
all people are of sacred worth and dignity as part of God’s creation and as demonstrated by the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
As God’s love extends to all, we welcome everyone without exception, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender, family structure, 
socio-economic or marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, faith history or life experience.  
We recognize that we are all different, and those differences make us a stronger community of faith as we worship together to 
grow in our relationship with God and one another. 
 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
Building a strong Christian community to find, share, and celebrate the love of Christ in our hearts, neighbors and our world. 

TRINITY CHURCH’S UPCOMING EVENTS 
Sunday, December 8th ~ 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 Trinity’s Annual Christmas Luncheon at 12:15 PM in the Trinity UMC Fellowship Hall 
 Rising Hope Angel Tree gifts due 
 Youth Group at 5:30 PM at Beverley Hills UMC 
 
Sunday, December  15th ~ 3rd Sunday of Advent - Worship at 10:45 AM 
 “Christmas Around the World” with Trinity Choirs 
 
Tuesday, December 24th ~ Christmas Eve 
 Family Christmas Eve Service at 5 PM 
 Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve Service at 9 PM 

TRINITY CHURCH’S WEEKLY NEWS 
Commitments Cards:  Thank you to all of you who have 
made a commitment towards financial giving in 2020! If 
you haven’t already turned in a Commitment Card, we ask 
that you take a moment to prayerfully consider your com-
mitment, then fill out a Commitment Card and place in the 
offering plate or return to the Church Office.  There are 
extra ones in the pews in front of you or contact the 
Church Office at office@trinityalexandria.org and request a 
card.  Your gifts and generosity make possible the minis-
tries of Trinity UMC! 
 
Want to contribute to the Holiday Mission Spirit but 
aren’t able to shop? If you don’t wish to or are unable to 
shop Trinity has also committed to collect monetary dona-
tions for the Alexandria Department of Community and 
Human Services Domestic Violence Shelter’s Christmas 
Children’s Holiday Party. They will use the money we raise 
towards gifts and toys for children and their mothers who 
are currently in or have gone through the shelter in the last 
18 months. Questions, contact Trinity’s UMW incoming 
President, Alva Smircina: asmircina@gmail.com or Hannah 
Day Donoghue: programdirector@trinityalexandria.org.  
 

“Christmas Around the World”:  Trinity Choirs invite 
you to “Christmas Around the World” on Sunday, Decem-
ber 15th at 10:45 AM. The Trinity choirs will offer a special 
service of worship with music from many countries, ac-
companied by strings, harp, percussion, flute and organ. 
The congregation is invited to sing our traditional medley 
of favorite Christmas carols. Please invite family and 
friends to join us as we sing and ring in celebration of the 
birth of Jesus. For questions, contact our Music Director, 
Linda Cancellieri at music@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
Another opportunity to prepare dinner for the Rising 
Hope UM Mission Church 5th Sunday dinner on De-
cember 29th is here. Rising Hope UM Mission Church is 
located on the Route 1 corridor and ministers to the least, 
lost, left-out and lonely. The following dishes are needed 
and should be brought to Trinity Church by Friday,  
December 20th at 10 AM and placed in the freezer. Please 
mark with directions to reheat or cook and for “Rising 
Hope” on your donation. They will be delivered that  
afternoon. Contact the Church Office by email 
(office@trinityalexandria.org) if you have any questions or to 
let us know how you will share in this meal preparation.  



 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
2911 Cameron Mills Road 

Alexandria, VA 22302 
 

Phone: (703) 549-5500 | Fax: (703) 549-7410 
Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 5 PM | Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Find us on the Web:  www.trinityalexandria.org | Facebook:  Trinity UMC-Alexandria 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church Staff 
Bishop Sharma D. Lewis TerriBiggins@vaumc.org  
Alexandria District Superintendent Rev. Jeff Mickle alexandriads@vaumc.org 
Pastor Rev. Grace Han pastor@trinityalexandria.org 
Director of Music Linda Cancellieri music@trinityalexandria.org 
Program Director Hannah Day Donoghue programdirector@trinityalexandria.org 
Office Manager Jenessa Stokes office@trinityalexandria.org 
Head of Operations, Trinity Preschool Claire Maucieri preschool@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Supervisor Luz Reyes nursery@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Assistant Helen Simms 
Facility Manager Ronnie Willett ronnie@trinityalexandria.org 
Accountant Beatriz Cook accountant@trinityalexandria.org 


