
 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
Alexandria, Virginia 

 

Commitment Sunday 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

November 17, 2019 
Eleven o’clock in the morning 

This poor widow has put in more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their 
wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.  

~ Luke 21:3-4 

Gratitude: The Transformative Power of  Giving Thanks 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

EPlease stand in body and/or spirit. 
Out of reverence for God and respect for fellow worshipers, please silence all electronic devices. 

Childcare for preschool aged children (birth-preK) is available in our nursery (downstairs, room 105). 
Children’s Worship (K-3rd grade) meets immediately following Children’s Time at the Prayground in the Narthex. 

 Please see an usher for more information. 
 

 EEE
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Pastor Grace Han 
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church. God’s love be in us and among us as we greet all who enter our doors as children of God. 
Please take a moment to complete the Connection Card and prepare to place it in the offering plate later in the service. 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Prelude on “Netherlands” Beatrice H. Fisk 
 

INTROIT Father, We Thank You  
 

ECALL TO WORSHIP  Bryce Benson 
Come, let us sing to God; 
Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving; 
Let us make a joyful noise to God with songs of praise! 
It is good to give you thanks, O God; 
To sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
 to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 
and your faithfulness by night, 
 to the music of the lute and harp, 
to the melody of the lyre. 
For you, O God, have made us glad by your work; 
At the works of your hands we sing for joy. 
 

EHYMN What Gift Can We Bring Hymnal no. 87 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PARDON  Pastor Grace Han 
O holy and merciful God,  
 we confess that we have not always taken upon ourselves  
 the yoke of obedience,  
nor been willing to seek  
 and to do your perfect will. 
We have not loved you with all our heart  
 and mind and soul and strength. 
Neither have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
Forgive us, we pray.  
Heal us, we pray.   
 

(All offer prayers of confession in silence) 
 

May almighty God,  
 who caused light to shine out of darkness, 
shine in our hearts, cleansing us from all our sins, 
and restoring us to the light of the knowledge of God’s glory,  
 in the face of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 

ETHE PEACE 
All exchange signs and words of peace and reconciliation. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Jill Robinson, Tom Tyler, Liz Williams 
Immediately following Children’s Time, elementary aged children (K-3rd grade) are welcome to join us at the Prayground in the Narthex. 
Children will return to worship during the last hymn. 
 



 

 
ANTHEM The Gift John D. Horman 
 Trinity Choristers 
Each has been given a wonderful gift to share. Each has been given a gift from God to use for another’s care. Be good stewards of God’s 
good gifts freely given to you.  Serve with conviction, with power and strength in all that you say and do. In all ways and through all 
things praise God with jubilant song. To Jesus Christ, dominion and glory forever now belong. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 (NRSV) Bryce Benson 
 6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. 7 Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compul-
sion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that 
by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. 9 As it is written, “He 
scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 10 He who supplies seed to the sower 
and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 
11 You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through 
us; 12 for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many 
thanksgivings to God. 13 Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the confes-
sion of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and with all others, 14 while they 
long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given you. 15 Thanks be to 
God for his indescribable gift! 

The Word of God for the People of God  Thanks be to God. 
 

EGOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please sing before and after the Gospel Lesson.) Paul Taylor 

EGOSPEL LESSON Luke 21:1-4 (NIV) Pastor Grace Han 
 21 “As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. 2 He also saw a poor 
widow put in two very small copper coins.  3 “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has put in more than 
all the others. 4 All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had 
to live on.”  
     The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON “The Redeeming Power of Gratitude” Pastor Grace Han 
 

THE NICENE CREED  Hymnal no. 882 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven, 
     was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
     and became truly human. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 



 

 
     in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory 
     to judge the living and the dead, 
     and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
     is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism 
     for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

STEWARDSHIP TESTIMONY  Linda Popovich 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  Pastor Grace Han 
Today we celebrate Commitment Sunday. As you are able, we invite you to bring up your offering and Commitment card for 2020 to the 
front and place it in the basket as an offering before God. 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM What Shall I Render to My God? Austin C. Lovelace 
What shall I render to my God for all His mercy’s store? I’ll take the gifts He hath bestowed and humbly ask for more. The sacred cup of 
saving grace I will with thanks receive, and all His promises embrace and to His glory live. My vows I will to His great name before His 
people pay, and all I have and all I am upon His altar lay. Thy lawful servant, Lord, I owe to Thee whate’er is mine, born in Thy family 
below and by redemption Thine. Thy hands created me, Thy hands from sin have set me free; The mercy that hath loosed my bands hath 
bound me fast to Thee. Praise Him, ye saints, the God of love, who hath my sins forgiven, Till gathered to the church above, we sing the 
songs of heaven. 
 

ETHE DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Hymnal no. 94 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
EOFFERTORY PRAYER  Pastor Grace Han 

We give in grateful thanksgiving for all that God has given us. 
In the upside down world of the gospel,  
 we measure our wealth not by what we have, 
but what we can give away.  
Let us give away generously,  
 in this offering, 
To bless your church, 
  your people, your creation.  Amen. 
 

EHYMN Take My Life, And Let It Be Hymnal no. 399 
 
EDISMISSAL WITH BLESSING  Pastor Grace Han 
 
ECHORAL RESPONSE   
 
EPOSTLUDE Now Thank We All Our God Bach/Means



 

 

 Those Assisting in Worship Today 
 Acolyte:  Andrew Maucieri 
 Crucifer:  Taylor Hoganson 
 Greeters:  Verna Lomax 
 Liturgist:  Bryce Benson 
 Ushers:  Josh Baca, Mia Benson, Vera Benson, Lucelle O’Flaherty (Head Usher), George Pinn 
 
Today’s offertory anthem: What Shall I Render? is an arrangement of an old American folk melody with text by 
Charles Wesley.  Dr. Austin Lovelace (1919-2010) was nationally known as a composer and church organist, whose pro-
lific writings also included six books. He was well known for his lectures on music, often humorous, such as “Hymns 
That Jesus Would Not Have Liked.” 
 
The flowers on the Altar are given to the glory of God in loving memory of my mother, Mary Pitts, from Linda Pitts. 
 
Nursery (9:45 AM - 12:15 PM): For children birth-preK (Room 105, downstairs, around the corner to the left, first 
door on the right). Led by Luz Reyes and Helen Simms.  
 
Children’s Worship - Prayground:  What is a prayground?  It is a space where worshipers (most often children) can 
experience worship through age appropriate worship materials and tools that will help keep them engaged in worship.  
An adult will be with them each week to keep them engaged in activities throughout their time at the prayground.  After 
children’s time, we welcome children (K-3rd grade) to come to the prayground area in the Narthex for activities. They 
will return to worship during the last hymn. (Please note nursery is available for children up to at age 5 downstairs in 
room 105.)  Why do it? Research and other churches who have done a prayground say: 1) When children who are sepa-
rated out of the worshiping community get to an age to decide for themselves if they want to be a part of worship, they 
often decide not to be part of worship because it hasn’t been part of their life. 2) Offering a Prayground is a statement to 
the entire congregation that we are making physical and spiritual space for families. 3) Praygrounds offer an opportunity 
for spiritual formation to begin at an early age.  Thank you for embarking on this journey with us to do as Matthew 19:14 
states, Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 
heaven belongs.” 
 
Youth Group: We invite all 6th-12th graders to Youth Group tonight from 5:30-7:30 PM at Beverley Hills UMC.  Din-
ner is provided! Hope to see you all there. Questions? Contact Hannah Donoghue 
at programdirector@trinityalexandria.org.  

SUNDAY MORNING AT TRINITY CHURCH 

It is with deep sympathy we share: 
 

...the death of James An, father of Mike An, who died May 2019.  We extend our prayers and 
sympathies to Mike and his family and friends. Expressions of sympathy can be sent to Mike An 
at 2000 S. Eads St. Apt 1018, Arlington, VA 22202.  
 
...the death of Daniel Louis Snyder, grandfather of Ruth Tapp.  Ruth is the Director of Family 
Ministries at Beverley Hills Community UMC, and one of our youth leaders.  We extend our pray-
ers and sympathies to Ruth as well as her extended family and friends. Expressions of sympathy 
can be sent to Ruth Tapp at 3512 Old Dominion Blvd, Alexandria, VA 22305.  



 

 

Commitment Sunday: This morning we celebrate Com-
mitment Sunday.   In your bulletin are commitments cards 
for financial giving in 2020 that we ask you to fill out and 
bring up during offering.  If you have not made a commit-
ment before, we hope that you will prayerfully consider 
doing so. If you are a long time giver, we hope you will 
consider increasing your giving in the upcoming year.  Our 
hope is that we will all give in proportion to our income, 
with the tithe (the first 10% of our income) as the goal. 
You can also submit these commitment cards to the church 
office this week.  Contact the Church Office at  
office@trinityalexandria.org with additional questions or con-
cerns. 
 
Electronic Giving Assistance:  Do you need help setting 
up your electronic giving?  Our Financial Secretary, Jenny 
Palazio & our Finance Chair, Rich McKinney will be in 
Pastor Grace’s Study after worship to help you set up your 
account & answer any questions you may have.  For more 
information, feel free to contact Rich by email at 
cbrm@mac.com. 
 
You can now donate by text to Trinity! It takes just a 
few moments to set it up and then you can donate by tex-
ting from anywhere. Here is how it works: Text the 
amount you want to give to 703-783-3034. This is a num-
ber set up to give specifically to Trinity. You will get a reply 
that asks you to set up your name, email and asked to  
supply your payment method (credit card, debit card, or 
bank account). This payment source will then be linked 
with your cell phone number so that, in the future, all you 
will need to do is text in the amount and you will not need 
to re-enter your payment information. If you wanted to 
give $10, all you need to do is type $10 and text to the 
church number and $10 will be given to the church in your 
name.  That is it! Please see the handout in the Narthex 
with more information on additional features of texting.  
 
Want to significantly impact Trinity UMC and reduce 
your taxes at the same time? A gift to Trinity directly from 
your IRA is a tax-smart way to assist all our efforts.  Eve-
ryone is unique and, of course, circumstances will differ 
from individual to individual.  Please contact Rich McKin-
ney through the Church Office (office@trinityalexandria.org) 
to discuss about how to start the process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trinity’s Table:  Join us each weekly on Wednesday nights 
at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall for Wednesday Night 
Dinner and Fellowship. 
 Menu - November 20th - Hosted by Hoganson Family  
Option #1:  Roasted Pork Tenderloin; Option #2:  Veggie 
Loaf (Vegan); Option #3:  Hot Dogs & Chips (Children); 
Roasted Veggies & Potatoes; Garden Salad; Rolls; Vegan 
Gluten-free Peanut Butter Cookies, Triple Choc Chip Oat-
meal Cookies and Pumpkin Spice Cake and Ice Cream 
 Cost:  Option #1 & Option #2 - $8.00; Option #3 - 
$5.00.  Questions or to sign up to host an evening, contact 
Jenessa Stokes, office@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
You are invited to hear the combined handbell choirs of 
Trinity and First Baptist Church in worship on Sunday, No-
vember 24th.  The Jubilee Ringers and their director Jerry 
Hill will join us to ring selections from Thanksgiving Bells. 
Jerry has served as our clinician in our most recent handbell 
workshop. He is the coordinator for the massed ringing of 
the National Anthem on the field at the Washington Na-
tionals game each year.   
 
Training for Prayground Volunteer: An explanation and 
training for our Prayground will happen right after church 
on November 24th. Anyone 7th grade and above is welcome 
to come to this training to learn how to be a support per-
son for our children’s growth in worship.  For more infor-
mation or to sign up contact our Program Director, Han-
nah Day Donoghue at programdirector@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Service, Tuesday, 
November 26th at 7:00 PM:  Join with Trinity United Meth-
odist Church, Agudas Achim Congregation, Westminster 
Presbyterian Church and the Episcopal Church of St. 
Clement for a festive community service at the Episcopal 
Church of St. Clement.  
 
Christmas Poinsettias:  We once again are providing the 
opportunity to designate a poinsettia in honor or in 
memory of a loved one.  Poinsettia order forms are availa-
ble in the Narthex, by emailing Jenessa in the Church Of-
fice at office@trinityalexandria.org, or you can find a form 
online at www.trinityalexandria.org/altarflowers.  Orders are due 
by Wednesday, November 20th.  Poinsettias will be in wor-
ship on Sunday, December 8th.  If questions, please email 
contact the Church Office or Mary Beth Buchholz at 
marybeth@freespiritfloral.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

TRINITY CHURCH’S WEEKLY NEWS 



 

 

The Welcome Statement of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”   Matthew 10:40 

 
Trinity United Methodist Church is committed to be a congregation of Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors. We believe 
all people are of sacred worth and dignity as part of God’s creation and as demonstrated by the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
As God’s love extends to all, we welcome everyone without exception, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender, family structure, 
socio-economic or marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, faith history or life experience.  
We recognize that we are all different, and those differences make us a stronger community of faith as we worship together to 
grow in our relationship with God and one another. 
 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
Building a strong Christian community to find, share, and celebrate the love of Christ in our hearts, neighbors and our world. 

Rising Hope’s Angel Tree: This year our Angel Tree is in 
partnership with Rising Hope United Methodist Mission 
Church’s Angel Gift Program. The Angel Gift program 
provides Christmas gifts for children, age birth to 18, 
whose families regularly receive services at Rising Hope. 
We as Trinity UMC have agreed to “adopt” 75 of those 
children. We ask that you shop, wrap, and deliver the gifts 
to our Trinity Tree in the Narthex by Sunday, December 
8th. Come by the Trinity Tree and help us make our com-
mitment this holiday season! If you have any questions feel 
free to contact our Program Director, Hannah Day Do-
noghue at programdirector@trinityalexandria.org or Missions 
Team Chair, Mary Gillman at marycgillman@gmail.com. 
 
Trinity’s Christmas Luncheon:  Please join us Sunday, 
December 8th for one of the fellowship highlights of the 
year – the Annual Christmas Luncheon!  This year our 
luncheon will be right after worship. We encourage every-
one to bring a side dish or dessert to share.  RSVP on your 
Connection Card today!  To volunteer contact Alex and 
Bryce Benson at alexandrabenson1999@gmail.com. 
 
“Christmas Around the World”:  Trinity Choirs invite 
you to “Christmas Around the World” on Sunday, Decem-
ber 15th at 10:45 AM. The Trinity choirs will offer a special 
service of worship with music from many countries, ac-
companied by strings, harp, percussion, flute and organ. 
The congregation is invited to sing our traditional medley 
of favorite Christmas carols. Please invite family and friends 
to join us as we sing and ring in celebration of the birth of 
Jesus. For questions, contact our Music Director, Linda 
Cancellieri at music@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEEKING Christmas Eve Pageant Help:  Have you 
always dreamed of being an Angel, Shepherd, Star, King, 
Animal, Mary, Joseph?  Our Program Director, Hannah is 
looking for a minimum of 6 youth or adults to help tell the 
story of the birth of our Lord at the Christmas Eve pag-
eant.  Interested in helping? Contact, Hannah Day Do-
noghue at programdirector@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
November is Our Month to Collect Food for ALIVE!  
Please help ALIVE! continue to provide thousands of Al-
exandrians each month with food.  Currently, the greatest 
need is for canned meat items, tuna, pasta sauce, mac and 
cheese, soups, canned veggies and fruit, boxed or bagged 
rice, cereal, peanut butter, jelly, cookies, and crack-
ers.  Nonperishable donations can be left in the closet off 
the Narthex.  For monetary donations, please make your 
check payable to “Trinity UMC” and mark “ALIVE! 
Food Pantry” on the memo line.   
 
Thanks to Everyone who Volunteered and donated 
blood Saturday, November 9th.  Thank you so much to 
everyone, from the donors to the volunteers, we’re so 
thankful to have you!  We had a very successful drive with 
29 successful units donated.  Thanks to all the donors,  
including our faithful repeat donors and some new folks.  
A very special thanks, to all our blood drive volunteers 
that help with after-service sign-ups, making phone calls, 
welcoming  and registering people the day of the drive, 
and making those wonderful homemade baked goods: 
Sharyn Abbott, Beth Bowers, Linda Cancellieri, Mary Gill-
man, Linda Popovich, Jill Robinson, Greg Saunders, Paul 
Taylor, and Sharon Taylor.  Thanks to Greg Dorris, Paul 
Griffith, Kipp Maloney, and Pat Moore, who held the al-
ways-wonderful pancake breakfast.  Thank you Trinity for 
another mission success! 
 
 

TRINITY CHURCH’S WEEKLY NEWS 



 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
2911 Cameron Mills Road 

Alexandria, VA 22302 
 

Phone: (703) 549-5500 | Fax: (703) 549-7410 
Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 5 PM | Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Find us on the Web:  www.trinityalexandria.org | Facebook:  Trinity UMC-Alexandria 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church Staff 
Interim Bishop Bishop Peter D. Weaver TerriBiggins@vaumc.org  
Alexandria District Superintendent Rev. Jeff Mickle alexandriads@vaumc.org 
Pastor Rev. Grace Han pastor@trinityalexandria.org 
Director of Music Linda Cancellieri music@trinityalexandria.org 
Program Director Hannah Day Donoghue programdirector@trinityalexandria.org 
Office Manager Jenessa Stokes office@trinityalexandria.org 
Head of Operations, Trinity Preschool Claire Maucieri preschool@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Supervisor Luz Reyes nursery@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Assistant Helen Simms 
Facility Manager Ronnie Willett ronnie@trinityalexandria.org 
Accountant Beatriz Cook accountant@trinityalexandria.org 

TRINITY CHURCH’S UPCOMING EVENTS 
Sunday, November 17th ~ Commitment Sunday - Worship at 11 AM 
 Youth Group at 5:30 PM Beverley Hills UMC 
 
Tuesday, November 19th ~ Finance Committee Meeting at 7:00 PM in the Chapel 
 Trustees Committee Meeting at 8:00 PM in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, November 20th ~ Wednesday Fellowship 
 Trinity’s Table at 5:30 PM in the Trinity UMC Fellowship Hall 
 Trebles (K-4th grade) Rehearsal at 5:30 PM in Music Suite  
 Choristers (5th grade-9th grade) Rehearsal at 6:30 PM in Music Suite 
 Church Council Meeting at 7:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
 
Thursday, November 21st ~ Trinity Ringers 6:15 PM to 7:30  PM in the Sanctuary 
 Trinity Chancel Choir at 7:45 PM in the Music Suite 
 
Tuesday, November 26th ~ Interfaith Thanksgiving Service at the Episcopal Church of St. Clement at 7 PM 
 
Thursday, November 28th ~ Thanksgiving Day 
 
Sunday, December 8th ~ 2nd Sunday of Advent - Worship at 11 AM 
 Trinity’s Annual Christmas Luncheon at 12:15 PM in the Trinity UMC Fellowship Hall 
 
Sunday, December  15th ~ 3rd Sunday of Advent - Worship at 10:45 AM 
 “Christmas Around the World” with Trinity Choirs 
 
Tuesday, December 24th ~ Christmas Eve 
 Family Christmas Eve Service at 5 PM 
 Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve Service at 9 PM 


