
 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
Alexandria, Virginia 

 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 29, 2019 

Eleven o’clock in the morning 

“Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother our sister who sins against me? Up to seven times? 
Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.” ~ Matthew 18:21-22 

The Secret to a  
       “Perfect” Relationship 

Exploring our 
 most important relationships 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

EPlease stand in body and/or spirit. 
Out of reverence for God and respect for fellow worshipers, please silence all electronic devices. 

Childcare for preschool aged children (birth-preK) is available in our nursery (downstairs, room 105). 
Children’s Worship (for elementary aged children) meets immediately following Children’s Time 

upstairs in room 206. Please see an usher for more information. 
 

 EEE 
    

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Pastor Grace Han 
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church. God’s love be in us and among us as we greet all who enter our doors as children of God. 
Please take a moment to complete the Connection Card and prepare to place it in the offering plate later in the service. 

 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Andante Sostenuto L. Bottazzo (1845-1924)   
  
INTROIT In Mercy and Compassion Your Goodness Is Revealed  
 

ECALL TO WORSHIP  Susan Collins 
As a shepherd seeks a lost sheep, 
 so God seeks and saves the lost. 
Like a woman who searches for a lost coin until it is found, 
 so God rejoices over one soul restored to wholeness. 
As a father receives a returning wayward son, 
 so God welcomes us, and lets the past be the past. 
Therefore let us praise God in thanksgiving that we are received. 
Let us receive and welcome and  
 rejoice over one another in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 

EHYMN See the Morning Sun Ascending Hymnal no. 674 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PARDON  Pastor Grace Han 
Merciful God, 
 we confess that we do not want to be challenged by the cross. 
We set our minds on human things— 
 we long for the security from our possessions; 
we prefer our own comfort; 
Forgive us, we pray. 
May our sense of self preservation 
 be disturbed by your Son's example; 
that we might take up his cross in service to the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

(All offer prayers of confession in silence) 
 

Hear the good news: 
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners. 
The Mighty One has sent his deliverance for all people; 
 even the generations yet unborn. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
Glory to God! Amen. 
 

ETHE PEACE 
All exchange signs and words of peace and reconciliation. 
 
RECOGNITION OF ACOLYTES AND CRUCIFERS 



 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME  Jill Robinson 
Immediately following Children’s Time, elementary aged children are welcome to participate in Children’s Worship upstairs in room 206. 
Children will return to worship during the last hymn. 
 
ANTHEM The Gift to Be Simple arr. Bob Chilcott 
‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be free, ‘tis the gift to come down where you ought to be, and when we find ourselves in a place just 
right, ‘Twill be in the valley of love and delight. When true simplicity is gained, to bend we shan’t be ashamed. To turn will be our delight 
till by turning we come round right.  
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Jeremiah 31:29-34 Pew Bible, OT, page no. 737 Susan Collins 

 29 In those days they shall no longer say:  “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set 
on edge.” 30 But all shall die for their own sins; the teeth of everyone who eats sour grapes shall be set on edge. 
31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt - a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I 
will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my peo-
ple. 34 No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin 
no more. 

The Word of God for the People of God  Thanks be to God. 
 

EGOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please sing before and after the Gospel Lesson.) Paul Taylor 

EGOSPEL LESSON Matthew 18:21-22 New International Version Pastor Grace Han 
 21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins 
against me? Up to seven times?”  22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
     The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON “Family Values: The Power of Forgiveness” Pastor Grace Han 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Pastor Grace Han 
 A pause follows each prayer, which ends with:  Leader: Lord, in your mercy … People: Hear our prayer. 

 
   THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  
 and the glory forever. Amen. 
 



 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  Pastor Grace Han 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Entreat Me Not to Leave Thee Charles-François Gounod 
 Leigh Hoitt, soprano 
Text at Ruth 1:16-17   
 

ETHE DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Hymnal no. 94 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
EOFFERTORY PRAYER  Pastor Grace Han 

Almighty God,  
 giver of every good and perfect gift,  
teach us to render to you all that we have and all that we are,  
that we may praise you, not with our lips only,  
 but with our whole lives, turning the duties, the sorrows,  
and the joys of all our days into a living sacrifice to you;  
through our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

EHYMN Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive Hymnal no. 390 
 
EDISMISSAL WITH BLESSING  Pastor Grace Han 
 
ECHORAL RESPONSE   
 
EPOSTLUDE Postlude in D minor C. Ett (1788-1847) 
 

 E E E 
 Those Assisting in Worship Today 
 Acolyte:  Ayden Hoganson 
 Crucifer:  Taylor Hoganson 
 Greeters:  Steve & Connie Blood 
 Liturgist:  Susan Collins 
 Ushers:  Mia Benson, Vera Benson, George Pinn, Lucelle O’Flaherty (Head Usher) 
 
Today’s anthem is a setting by Bob Chilcott for the King’s Singers.  Chilcott sang as a chorister and choral scholar at 
King’s College, Cambridge, and after singing professionally in London and also as a member of the vocal group the 
King’s Singers for 12 years, he became a full-time composer in 1997. He has embraced his career with energy and com-
mitment, not only producing a large catalogue of music for all types of choirs, but also working with singers and choirs 
in more than 30 countries. “Simple Gifts” or “The Gift to be Simple” was notated in 1848 at a Maine community of 
Shakers by Elder Joseph Brackett, who either composed the tune or wrote down an existing “dancing song” meant to be 
used in worship.  This rhythmic arrangement employs a repeating chord progression for the three lower voices, over 
which Chilcott layers the sopranos’ melody.  
 
Today’s offertory anthem is a well-known setting of the Song of Ruth by French composer Charles-François Gounod 
(1818-1893). It is based on today's Scripture which is a statement from Ruth to her mother-in-law that she is not going to 
leave her, as her sister did. It is often sung at weddings to emphasize loyalty, constancy and devotion.  However, it is not 
only applicable to marriage and romance; it is also interpreted as a description of faithfulness to family, friends and to 
God. 



 

 

 

The flowers on the Altar are given to the glory of God in loving memory of Beverly Lovasz. 
 
Nursery (9:45 AM - 12:15 PM): For children birth-preK (Room 105, downstairs, around the corner to the left, first 
door on the right). Led by Luz Reyes and Helen Simms.  
 
Children’s Worship: During worship, elementary aged children (K-5) are invited to participate in an age appropriate 
time of worship. After Children’s Time, join Hannah upstairs in room 206 for Children’s Worship.  Children will return 
to the Sanctuary at the end of service, during the last hymn. We are also seeking volunteers to be assistants during Chil-
dren’s Worship once every two months. Contact our Hannah Day Donoghue at programdirector@trinityalexandria.org if you 
are interested. 
 
Sunday School at 10 AM:  All are invited to participate to grow in faith through Bible study and fellowship.  For ques-
tions or concerns, contact Hannah Day Donoghue at programdirector@trinityalexandia.org.  

 Children--Room 201  
 Youth--Chapel 
 Adults--Parlor 

 
Fall Sermon Series - The Secret to a “Perfect” Relationship:  This fall, we are in new sermon series called The Se-
cret to a “Perfect” Relationship. Through this sermon series we will explore the most important relationships in our lives
--our friends and neighbors, co-workers, family, community, spouses and significant others. These relationships are a gift 
from God and the source of many blessings, but they are also the source of much pain--through conflict, disappoint-
ment, and hurt feelings. During this series, we’ll look at what the Bible says about these relationships.  Perhaps we need 
to stop looking for the “perfect” relationship and start learning how to love perfectly.  I hope you will all  join us! 

b September 29th:  Family Values 
b October 16th:  Being a Peacemaker 
b October 13th:  A Three Fold Cord:  Spouses & Significant Others 
b October 20th:  When Everyone Drives You Crazy 

 
Youth Group:  We invite all 6th-12th graders to Youth Group tonight from 5:30-7:30 PM at Trinity UMC.  Dinner is 
provided! Hope to see you all there. Questions? Contact Hannah Donoghue at programdirector@trinityalexandria.org.  
 
We recognize this year’s Acolytes and Crucifers!  Acolytes and Crucifers are worship leaders who bring in the cross 
and light of Christ as we begin worship.  The lit candles and the cross represent the presence of Christ during our wor-
ship service.  We thank our young people for their service and ministry. Interested in participating? Contact Claire Mauc-
ieri at clairemaucieri@gmail.com.  

SUNDAY MORNING AT TRINITY CHURCH 

Fletcher Benson 
Eliza Costle-Tyler 
Ayden Hoganson 
Taylor Hoganson 
Andrew Maucieri 

Leo Maucieri 
Dahae Meserole 
Sophie Moran 
Geraldo Reyes 
Tyler Williams 



 

 

Please join us this afternoon at 3 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
for Trinity’s Charge Conference. Charge Conference is 
the basic governing body of each local United Methodist 
Church and is composed of all members of the Church 
Council. The Charge Conference directs the work of the 
Church and gives general oversight to the Church Council, 
reviews and evaluates the mission and ministry of the 
Church, sets the salary for the Pastor, elects the members 
of the Church Council, and recommends candidates for 
Ordained Ministry. Our District Superintendent Rev. Jeff 
Mickle will lead us in a time of holy conferencing, worship 
and reports. All are welcome to join!  
 
Lunch with Pastor Grace:  Are you new to the church? 
Are you wondering what it means to get more involved or 
to join as a member? We invite you to Lunch with  
Pastor Grace Han on Sunday, October 6th, immediately 
following worship, at the Parsonage. It will be an oppor-
tunity to eat, chat, ask questions, and learn more about 
Trinity.  To RSVP contact the Church Office 
at office@trinityalexandria.org.  

 
Trinity’s Table:  Join us each weekly on Wednesday nights 
at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall for Wednesday Night 
Dinner and Fellowship. 
 Menu - 10/02:  Pizza Night:  Cheese Pizza, Pepperoni 
Pizza, Vegetarian Pizza, Salad, Dessert Vegan Menu:   
Cauliflower Pizza 
 Cost:  $8 per adult/$5 per child (5th grade and younger)/
$25 for family of 4 or more (2 adults and 2 children, 5th 
grade and younger). Questions? Contact Jenessa Stokes, in 
the Church Office, office@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
Trinity’s Trunk or Treat : It’s that time of year again! The 
air is crisp, the leaves are falling, and pumpkins are popping 
up all over – so let’s celebrate! Get your costumes ready 
and invite your neighbors and friends and join us for this 
year’s Trunk or Treat! On Saturday, October 26th from 10 
AM to 12 PM. the Trinity parking lots will be transformed 
into a fall festival of fun! We will have games, prizes, a 
Moon bounce and a Barrel train! There will be yummy 
treats for purchase, face painting and lots of candy. As a 
reminder we are a nut free environment. Contact the 
Church Office at office@trinityalexandria.org if your family 
would like to participate in Trunk or Treat or is available to 
help set-up, tear down or volunteer during the event.    
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join our Music Program at Trinity! Adults are invited to 
join the Chancel Choir, (rehearsals Thursdays from 7:45-
9:45 PM) or join the Trinity Ringers (rehearsals Thursdays 
from 6:15-7:30 PM) as we prepare music for singing and 
ringing. Children, K-3rd grade are invited to rehearse with 
the Trebles on Wednesday nights.  Children and Teens,  
4th-12th grade are invited to rehearse with the Choristers on 
Wednesdays.  For questions or concerns, contact Linda 
Cancellieri at music@trinityalexandria.org.  
 
Trinity Women’s Night Out is on Friday, November 1st 
at 6 PM at the Army Navy Country Club in Arlington. 
Ladies, we deserve a night out, celebrating and sharing with 
women whose unique life journeys intersect here at Trinity 
and in our larger norther Virginia faith communities. Join 
author Kelly Johnson as she opens us to new ways of 
thinking about what it means to be brave and challenges us 
to seeking greater intimacy with God and the people God 
has placed in our lives. Tickets are $55, which includes a 
three-course meal, a copy of Kelly’s book, “Being Brave,” 
and valet parking. Tickets must be reserved and paid for by 
October 23rd. Checks are payable to Trinity UMC and giv-
en to Jenessa Stokes in the Church Office OR by credit 
card on our website www.trinityalexandria.org; click the 
“giving button” in the upper right corner & type payment 
in the administrative line, marking “women’s night out” in 
the memo box.  Invite your friends to join us for an enjoya-
ble and inspiring evening!  
 
Are you 70½? Want to significantly impact Trinity UMC 
and reduce your taxes at the same time? A gift to Trinity 
directly from your IRA is a tax-smart way to all our efforts. 
Everyone is unique and, of course, circumstances will differ 
from individual to individual. Please contact Rich McKin-
ney through the Church Office (office@trinityalexandria.org) 
to chat about how to start the process. 
 
Thank you from ALIVE!:  On Saturday, September 14th a 
small but intrepid group from Trinity participated in the 
ALIVE! Furniture mission, picking up and delivering furni-
ture to Alexandrians in need. Jeff and Elizabeth Lane, 
Vince Root, and Chris and Mary Gillman met at First 
Christian Church at 8 SM and added Bjorn Davidson to 
their crew. Bjorn, a community minded senior at St. Ste-
phen’s, was a welcome addition to our team. We were 
blessed with perfect weather and we made quick work of it, 
finishing up our route by 11:30 AM.   Thank you for your 
help in this worthy mission.  To learn more how you can 
volunteer, contact the Mission Chair, Mary Gillman at mary-
cgillman@gmail.com. 

TRINITY CHURCH’S WEEKLY NEWS 



 

 

TRINITY CHURCH’S UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, September 29th ~ Charge Conference at 3 PM in the Trinity UMC Fellowship Hall 
            Youth Group & Jeremiah Project Meeting at 5:30 PM in the Trinity UMC Fellowship Hall 
 
Wednesday, October 2nd ~ Wednesday Fellowship 
            Trinity’s Table at 5:30 PM in the Trinity UMC Fellowship Hall 
            Trebles (K-4th grade) Rehearsal at 5:30 PM in Music Suite  
            Choristers (5th grade-9th grade) Rehearsal at 6:30 PM in Music Suite 
 
Sunday, October 6th ~ Lunch with the Pastor at 12:30 PM.  
 
Saturday, October 26th ~ Trunk or Treat at 10 AM outside on the Entrance Plaza and Sanctuary Parking Lot. 
 
Friday, November 1st ~ Women’s Night Out with Kelly Johnson at 6 PM at Army Navy Country Club 
 
Sunday, November 3rd ~ All Saint’s Sunday 
          Trinity Chancel Choir and Westminster Presbyterian Choir offer the Fauré Requiem  
           accompanied by strings, harp and organ during worship.  
          Daylight Saving Time ends 

The Welcome Statement of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”   Matthew 10:40 

 
Trinity United Methodist Church is committed to be a congregation of Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors. We believe 
all people are of sacred worth and dignity as part of God’s creation and as demonstrated by the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. 
As God’s love extends to all, we welcome everyone without exception, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender, family structure, 
socio-economic or marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, faith history or life experience.  
We recognize that we are all different, and those differences make us a stronger community of faith as we worship together to 
grow in our relationship with God and one another. 
 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
Building a strong Christian community to find, share, and celebrate the love of Christ in our hearts, neighbors and our world. 



 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
2911 Cameron Mills Road 

Alexandria, VA 22302 
 

Phone: (703) 549-5500 | Fax: (703) 549-7410 
Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 5 PM | Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Find us on the Web:  www.trinityalexandria.org | Facebook:  Trinity UMC-Alexandria 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church Staff 
Interim Bishop Bishop Peter D. Weaver TerriBiggins@vaumc.org  
Alexandria District Superintendent Rev. Jeff Mickle alexandriads@vaumc.org 
Pastor Rev. Grace Han pastor@trinityalexandria.org 
Director of Music Linda Cancellieri music@trinityalexandria.org 
Program Director Hannah Day Donoghue programdirector@trinityalexandria.org 
Office Manager Jenessa Stokes office@trinityalexandria.org 
Head of School, Trinity Preschool Renee Hoegberg headofpreschool@trinityalexandria.org 
Office Manager, Trinity Preschool Claire Maucieri preschool@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Supervisor Luz Reyes nursery@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Assistant Helen Simms 
Facility Manager Ronnie Willett ronnie@trinityalexandria.org 
Accountant Beatriz Cook accountant@trinityalexandria.org 


