
 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
Alexandria, Virginia 

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 24, 2017 

Eleven o’clock in the morning 

Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard (March), Marten van Valckenborch, 1580-1590 



 THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Please stand in body and/or spirit. 
Out of reverence for God and respect for fellow worshipers, please silence all electronic devices. 

Childcare for children age 3 and younger is available in our nursery (room 210).  Please see an usher for more information. 
 

 
 

   WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Pastor Bill Davis 
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church. God’s love be in us and among us as we greet all who enter our doors as children of God. 
Please take a moment to complete the Connection Card and prepare to place it in the offering plate later in the service. 

 

   PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP In Green Pastures Harold Darke  
 

   INTROIT Praise the Lord, His Glories Show  
  
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 105)  Judith Andrews 
Come, let us bless the Lord  
 and praise God’s name forever. 
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;  
 God’s greatness is unsearchable. 
 

One generation shall praise God’s works to another,  
 and shall declare God’s mighty deeds. 
Let us meditate on the glory of divine majesty,  
 and on God’s wondrous works. 
 

The Most High upholds all who are falling, 
 and raises up all who are bowed down. 
The Eternal is near to all who call,  
 to all who call on God in truth. 

 

OPENING COLLECT  Pastor Bill Davis 
Blessed are you, God and master of the vineyard,  
for you welcome all who heed your call,  
no matter how late the hour  
or how meager their labor;  
for all is your grace, unmerited and free.  
Guide us who rejoice in your mercy toward us  
never to begrudge your generosity toward others,  
and empower us to work without ceasing  
for your reign to come in fullness;  
through our brother and savior Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 

HYMN Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above Hymnal no. 126 
 

CONFESSION AND PARDON  Pastor Bill Davis 
O God, source of all that makes life possible,  
 giver of all that makes life good:  
we gather to give you our thanks,  
 yet we confess that we have often failed to live our thankfulness.  
What we have we take for granted,  
 and we grumble about what we lack.  
We have squandered your bounty,  
 with little thought of those who will come after us.  
We are more troubled by the few who have more  
 than by the many who have less.  



 

 
Forgive us, O God.  
In this hour of worship, accept our thanksgiving;  
 and teach us to make gratitude and sharing our way of life;  
through the grace of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

(Silence for reflection and confession) 
 

God is gracious to remember the promise of salvation  
and shows compassion according to steadfast love.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
Glory to God. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
Standing firm in one spirit, striving together with one mind,  
let us share with one another words and signs of the peace of Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

All exchange signs and words of Christ’s peace. 
 

TIME WITH YOUNG CHRISTIANS  Carrie Pritts 
We encourage children to stay and participate in worship. If necessary, however, preschool-age children (those not yet in kindergarten) and 
younger may go upstairs to the Nursery in room 210.  Worship bags for elementary age children can be obtained from an usher. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Exodus 16:2-15 Pew Bible, OT, Page 62 Judith Andrews 
 The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM O Holy Jesus Jonathan Willcocks 
O holy Jesus, most merciful Redeemer, may I know Thee more clearly, love Thee more dearly, and follow Thee more nearly, day by day.  

 

   SCRIPTURE LESSON Philippians 1:21-30 Pew Bible, NT, Page 196 Judith Andrews  
 The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please sing before and after the Gospel Lesson.) 

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 20:1-16 Pew Bible, NT, Page 21 Pastor Bill Davis  
 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

   SERMON “Merit or Mercy?” Pastor Bill Davis 
 

HYMN Take My Life, and Let It Be Hymnal no. 399 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH God’s Rule of Grace Steve Garnaas-Holmes 
We believe in God, creator of all things, 
ruler of all that is and all that is to come. 
God is transforming the world 
into the place of God’s justice and mercy. 
 

We follow Jesus, who taught and healed, 
who died and rose, revealing God’s abundant grace. 
He sent disciples out into the world to heal, 
to proclaim the good news of God’s grace, 
and to participate in the Reign of God in all that we do. 



 

 
He reigns in love over all Creation, 
and holds all accountable to their faithfulness to God’s rule of grace. 
 

We rely upon the unfailing grace of God, 
the presence of the Holy Spirit, 
the community of the church as the Body of Christ, 
the unity of all believers, 
the power of forgiveness, 
the reality of resurrection and the alluring blessing of eternal life. 
 

Therefore we devote ourselves to lives 
of daily prayer, study, service and reflection, 
following Jesus as our Master, 
for the sake of the transformation of the world by the grace of God.  
 

   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Pastor Bill Davis 
 A pause follows each prayer, which ends with:  Leader: Lord, in your mercy… People: Hear our prayer. 
 
   THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

   INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  Pastor Bill Davis 
 
OFFERTORY Voluntary on Old Hundredth Johann Pachelbel 
  
THE DOXOLOGY  Hymnal no. 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  Pastor Bill Davis 

Blessed are you, O God,  
for, in Christ, you put before us  
a vision of the world as your vineyard,  
where you call each person to a place of purpose.  
As we present these our tithes and offerings, 
free us from envy and comparisons with others,  
and strengthen us by your Spirit  
to live in joy as your generous servants;  
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 
HYMN God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens Hymnal no. 150 
 
DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING  Pastor Bill Davis 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE 
 
POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune Tommaso Albinoni 
  
 



 

 

TRINITY UMC’S WEEKLY NEWS 
Today’s anthem: Jonathan Willcocks b. 1953, British 
composer and conductor, has set the thirteenth century 
prayer of St. Richard of Chichester as a flowing accompa-
nied anthem. St. Richard, canonized in 1262, was Bishop of 
Chichester. It is recorded that his famous prayer was ut-
tered by him on his deathbed and a portion of it is now 
part of the Roman Catholic liturgy. It also was made fa-
mous in the song Day by Day in the musical Godspell. 
 
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God 
and in celebration of the wedding anniversary of Jodi and 
Alan Capps. 
 
Please join us in the Narthex for refreshments and  
fellowship with our church family. 
 
Those Assisting in Worship Today: 
Greeters:   Alan, Alicia, Abigail and Anna St. Jean 
Liturgist:  Judith Andrews 
Pew Duty:  John Ploch  
Sound:  Harley Hopkins 
Ushers:  Lucelle O’Flaherty (Head Usher) 
 
Calling All Youth and Parents! Today, September 24th at 
5:30 PM we are having a youth parent meeting and a tie dye 
party.  We will eat together, go over some things, then tie 
dye all the things and be done by 7 PM! Bring a pen to fill 
out some forms and a shirt or two to dye. Food, protective 
gloves, and dye will be provided. Contact Carrie Pritts 
at christianformation@trinityalexandria.org to RSVP.  Please be 
sure to include any dietary restrictions.  Hope to see you 
there!  
 

Blessing of the Animals, Saturday, September 30th at 
9 AM in the Courtyard on Cameron Mills Road side of the 
church: ALL Creatures Great and Small are to be individu-
ally blessed by Pastor Bill. Each pet receives a certificate 
with its name on it, signed by Pastor Bill. Bring a picture of 
pets unable to attend. Dog treats and water are provided.  
No retractable leashes, please. If you have questions, please 
contact Lucelle O’Flaherty at 703.408.4008.  
 
 

Trinity’s Table Resumes:  Join us in the Fellowship Hall 
Wednesday’s from 5:30 to 7:00 PM. As we enter a new sea-
son, Mark Sakuta will prepare delicious meals for us. Mark 
has been working in the restaurant business for more than 
twenty years. He has owned several restaurants and catering 
companies in the DC metro area and has many positive re-
views from the Washington Post and other publications, 
including USA Today. Mark enjoys researching and prepar-
ing a wide variety of culinary offerings and is looking for-
ward to working with Trinity. 
 Wednesday’s Menu: Hawaiian Plate-kalua pork, teriyaki 
chicken, macaroni salad, fried rice, pani popo (coconut 
bread dessert), cookies for non coconut folks, fruit salad 
 Next Wednesday’s Menu (10/4):  Brats and Kraut, 
Sauerbraten with Gingersnap Gravy, German Potato Salad, 
Spaetzle, Braised Red Cabbage, Pretzel Rolls, Mustards, 
Garden Salad, Dessert, Beverage.  
 Cost: $7.50 per adult; $5.00 per child (through age 12); 
$20 – family of 4. Please RSVP on the clipboards being dis-
tributed during today’s service or contact Jenessa in the 
church office: office@trinityalexandria.org. 

 
Financial Report for Trinity UMC 

September 2017 
 

Financial status through the month of August. 

The result for August was a negative balance of about 
$7,800.  Some of this was due to a normal donation 
not being deposited until the first week in September. 
This will be counted in our September total. Our total 
balance for the year is positive at about $17,500.  We 
averaged just over $37,000/month in receipts over the 
summer months while our budget requires almost 
$46,000/month to break even for the year. August and 
September are typically our lowest giving months of 
the year so please keep that in mind as you consider 
your giving going forward. 
 

Thank you for your support and giving.  Your financial 
support is greatly appreciated! For questions contact, 
Rich McKinney, Financial Secretary at cbrm@mac.com. Saturday, October 21st @ 9 AM 

 
Month of 
August 

Year to 
date 

Last Year 
to date  

Total Receipts: $34,921 $323,153  $329,986 

Total Expenses:  $42,696 $305,663 $350,650 

Net:  $(7,775) $17,490  $(20,664)  



 

 

TRINITY UMC’S WEEKLY NEWS 
Adult Christian Formation Opportunities - Exciting 
things are happening for Adult Christian Formation! 
Sunday mornings will bring you two options.  
 Our Rise & Shine Adult Forum class will continue at 9:30 
AM in the Fellowship Hall with interesting topics such as 
“Church Body Building,” “Symbols and Rituals in the 
Church,” “Ecology of Eating,” and “Keeping the Sab-
bath.”   
 In addition to this, Pastor Bill will lead “Intersections - Faith 
Meets Life,” an adult formational series in the Parlor on Sun-
day mornings, starting promptly at 9:30 AM: and on 
Wednesday evenings in the Fellowship Hall classroom, 
starting promptly at 7:00 PM following Trinity’s Table.   
 Hospitality once was central to Christians’ life together. 
In our society today, however, we mostly have de-
emphasized the radical practice of graciously welcoming 
one another, especially the stranger, as God has welcomed 
us. Is genuine hospitality a lost art? Recovering this ancient 
tradition is essential in a world that has grown unacceptably 
caustic and defensive. The following dates and topics  
address the practice of Christian hospitality:  
September 27 – Untamed Hospitality 
October 1 and 4 – Entertaining Angels 
October 8 and 11 – Building a Place for Hospitality 
October 15 and 18 – Dorothy Day’s Radical Hospitality 
October 22 and 25 – Toward a Welcoming Congregation 
October 29 and November 1 – Boundary and Hospitality 

 
 

A Special Invitation to 
Join Trinity’s Music Program 

 

If you sing or ring, there is a place for you in our 
program. If you wish to contribute to our wor-
ship by playing an instrument, we welcome you. 
We offer many opportunities to share your tal-
ents here at Trinity UMC. As we begin the fall 
season, this is the perfect time to add music to 
your calendar! Join us as we prepare the Mozart 
Requiem. 
 

Children’s Choirs: 
  Trebles Grades K-5  Wednesdays 6:15-7:30 PM 
  Choristers Grades 6-12 Rehearsal After Wor-
ship 
 

Chancel Choir: (adult) Thursday 7:45-9:45 PM   
Trinity Ringers: (all ages) Thursday 6:15-7:30 PM 
 

Please join us for music-making, fellowship and 
spiritual enrichment. We look forward to wel-
coming you to our music program! Contact 
LindaCancellieri, Director of Music with inter-
est/questions at music@trinityalexandria.org. 

 

UMCOR Responds to Current Disasters – The United 
Methodist Committee on Relief is currently working in  
coordination with annual conferences, ERTs, disaster     
response coordinators, and volunteers to provide support 
and relief to those impacted by Hurricane Harvey and  
Hurricane Irma. Please continue to pray for those whose 
lives have been so adversely impacted as well as those who 
are working tirelessly to provide relief.  You may also part-
ner financially with UMCOR in responding to the needs of 
communities and individuals impacted. At present, financial 
donations are especially needed. Please make checks paya-
ble to Trinity UMC, noting “Disaster Response Advance 
#901670 ” on the memo line. For information about how 
to give electronically directly to UMCOR and for updates 
on relief efforts, go to www.umcor.org. Please remember, 
100% of donations goes directly to the designated disaster 
relief efforts. An opportunity for members and friends of 
Trinity Church to make and send flood buckets is coming 
soon. Please stay tuned! 
 
The Virginia Conference is still actively engaged in 
Disaster Recovery in the Farmville and Elizabeth River 
Districts.  In February 2016, tornadoes struck across Vir-
ginia and multiple tornados hit the communities of Waver-
ly, Tappahannock and Evergreen.  Two recovery projects 
in those areas have been completed but the third in Ever-
green is still ongoing in building three more homes. In the 
Hampton Roads area, recovery continues from Hurricane 
Matthew and it may take as long as two years to complete. 
There are over 500 possible clients that have unmet needs 
and the recovery team is working many hours to meet the 
needs of the families in the City of Virginia Beach.  
To volunteer in either location, please contact Forrest 
White, UMVIM Coordinator, at virginiaumvim@gmail.com or 
by calling (804) 938-1026.  Please also consider a financial 
gift to Advance Special #5037 which is the Disaster Re-
sponse fund within the VAUMC Conference. Make your 
check out to Trinity UMC and on the memo line note 
“Advance Special #5037.” 



 

 

The Welcome Statement of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”   Matthew 10:40 

 
Trinity United Methodist Church is committed to be a congregation of Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors. We believe all people are 
of sacred worth and dignity as part of God’s creation and as demonstrated by the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. As God’s love extends to 
all, we welcome everyone without exception, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender, family structure, socio-economic or marital status, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, faith history or life experience.  We recognize that we are all different, and those  
differences make us a stronger community of faith as we worship together to grow in our relationship with God and one another. 
 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
Building a strong Christian community to find, share, and celebrate the love of Christ in our hearts, neighbors and our world. 

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY UMC 
Sunday 09/24/17 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 9:30 AM Nursery Opens (Room 210) 
 9:30 AM Intersections - Faith Meets Life: Untamed Hospitality (Parlor) 
 9:30 AM Intergenerational Sunday School (Fellowship Hall) 
 11:00 AM Worship (Sanctuary) 
 12:30 PM Choristers Choir Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall) 
 3:00 PM Cadet Troop #6098 (Fellowship Hall) 
 3:00 PM Junior Troop #5041 (Fellowship Hall) 
 5:30 PM Youth Group (Fellowship Hall) 
 5:30 PM Youth Group Parent Meeting (Parlor) 
 7:00 PM Committee on Nominations Meeting (Parlor) 
 
Tuesday 09/26/17 
 7:00 PM Boy Scout Troop #113 (Fellowship Hall) 
 
Wednesday 09/27/17 
 2:30 PM Trinity UMC Staff Meeting (Parlor) 
 5:30 PM Trinity’s Table (Fellowship Hall) 
 6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Chapel) 
 6:15 PM Trebles Choir Rehearsal (Music Suite) 
 7:00 PM Intersections - Faith Meets Life: Untamed Hospitality (Fellowship Hall Classroom) 
 
Thursday 09/28/17 
 6:15 PM Trinity Ringers (Sanctuary) 
 7:45 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Music Suite) 
 
Saturday 09/30/17 
 9:00 AM Blessing of the Animals (Courtyard) 
 
Sunday 10/01/17 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 9:30 AM Nursery Opens (Room 210) 
 9:30 AM Intersections - Faith Meets Life: Entertaining Angels (Parlor) 
 9:30 AM Intergenerational Sunday School (Fellowship Hall) 
 11:00 AM Worship (Sanctuary) 
 12:30 PM Choristers Choir Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall) 
 3:00 PM Brownie Troop #1193 Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 



 

 

TRINITY UMC’S SAVE THE DATES 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
2911 Cameron Mills Road 

Alexandria, VA 22302 
 

Phone: (703) 549-5500 | Fax: (703) 549-7410 
Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 5 PM | Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Find us on the Web:  www.trinityalexandria.org | Facebook:  Trinity UMC-Alexandria 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church Staff 
Resident Bishop Bishop Sharma D. Lewis TerriBiggins@vaumc.org  
Alexandria District Superintendent Rev. Jeff Mickle alexandriads@vaumc.org 
Pastor Rev. William A. Davis, Jr. pastor@trinityalexandria.org 
Director of Music Linda Cancellieri music@trinityalexandria.org 
Director of Christian Formation Carrie Pritts christianformation@trinityalexandria.org 
Administrative Assistant Jenessa M. Stokes office@trinityalexandria.org 
Head of School, Trinity Preschool Renee Hoegberg headofpreschool@trinityalexandria.org 
Office Manager, Trinity Preschool Claire Maucieri preschool@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Supervisor Luz Reyes nursery@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Assistant Zayda Galvez 
Buildings and Grounds Ronnie Willett ronnie@trinityalexandria.org 
Accountant Beatriz M. Cook accountant@trinityalexandria.org 

September 30th:  Blessing of the Animals @ 9 AM in the Courtyard. 
 
September 30th:  District Day-Alexandria and Arlington District Conferences & Board of Missions Meeting 9 AM to 
Noon @ St. Matthews UMC, 8617 Little River Turnpike in Annandale, VA. 
 
October 9th:  Trinity UM Church Office closed in observance of Columbus Day. 
 
October 21st:  Charge Conference @ 9 AM 
 
November 5th:  All Saint’s Sunday with selections from the Mozart Requiem during worship. Daylight Saving Time ends. 
 
November 17th:  Trinity UM Church Office closed in observance of Veterans Day. 
 
November 21st:  Thanksgiving Interfaith Worship service at Westminster Presbyterian 
 
November 23rd & 24th:  Trinity UM Church Office closed in observance of Thanksgiving. 
 


