TRINITY NEWS

TODAY
Today’s communion offerings go to the Pastor’s Helping Fund. Just a friendly reminder that the pastor’s helping fund is used to assist members of our local community in need.  Need remains high throughout Alexandria, but our funds are currently low.  Thank you for your prayerful consideration.

Trinity's annual Christmas Dinner is at 5:00 This Evening. Each family is asked to bring a dish that serves at least 10-12 to share. Trinity is providing the turkey and gravy. There will also be festive decorations and entertainment to celebrate the season. And Alva Smircina will be selling socks to benefit the Heifer Project.  
TRINITY’S TABLE
Wednesday, December 7
5:30pm-7:30pm
Shake & Bake Pork Chops, 
Homemade Mac N’ Cheese, 
Green Beans, and Rolls with Butter.
Cookies for Dessert
$7.50 per adult 
$5.00 per child
$20.00 per family of 4 (2 adults and 2 or more children)
Please RSVP by the end of today.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Trinity will be receiving new members on Sunday, December 18th.  If you’re interested in becoming a member of TUMC, please contact Pastor Phyllis or Pastor Matt.
ADVENT
Sing We Now of Christmas! Next Sunday, December 11th at 10:45. Bring friends and family to our traditional service of Christmas music with caroling by the congregation accompanied by strings, harp, trumpet, timpani, handbells and organ.  
Christmas Eve Services:  Trinity will be holding two Christmas Eve Services this year.  
· 5pm Children and Family Service: There will be something for all ages, caroling, and opportunities for children to participate in the service.  When you arrive, there will be costumes for your children representing characters from the nativity.  All children are invited to choose an item to wear to help create a manger scene. Childcare will be available. Children, bring your stuffed animals so they can be part of the manger scene as well!  
· 9pm Traditional Service with Carols, Communion & Candle Lighting.  Childcare will be available.
Christmas Morning Worship: Join us on Christmas morning at 11:00am for an informal service and a blessing of the toys. 
GIVE
Adopt a Family from Charles Barrett Elementary School this Christmas.  Please mark your connection card or contact Pastor Phyllis is you can provide a Christmas dinner food basket or a grocery store gift certificate ($50 - $100) for a family of nearby Charles Barrett Elementary School.  
NOVAM Christmas Ornaments: Once again this Christmas season, the Trinity Missions team is supporting the Northern Virginia AIDS Ministry (NOVAM) by selling this year’s addition to their series of collectible holiday ornaments to raise awareness and funds for HIV/AIDS in our local community.  Each ornament has a unique way of incorporating the red AIDS ribbon in its design, so that the spirit of the holidays is intertwined with a reminder that people living with HIV/AIDS still need our support. The ornaments are created by the same company that designs the collectible White House ornaments. They make fabulous host/hostess or thank you gifts for your friends or fellow staff members during the holidays. They are also the perfect way to make your tree more festive, all while supporting the many programs and services at NOVAM.  2011 holiday ornaments are $20 each or $18 each when you order 3 or more, and they can be purchased in the narthex after the service each Sunday from 20 November until Christmas. For more information, please contact Sharon Taylor at taylors87@juno.com.
Community Partners for Children is holding its annual Holiday Donation Drive. An unwrapped new toy, infant and toddler items, gifts for 10-12 year olds and grocery gift cards can be placed in the designated box in the Narthex until Dec. 16th. Thank you in advance for your generosity! Any questions may be directed to Ellan Moore at pejmoore86@gmail.com
There are still several Salvation Army angel ornaments on the Narthex Christmas tree.  We were given 75 angels this year, each one containing a gift “wish list” of a local child.  You do not need to purchase every item listed on the angel(s) you select.  The Salvation Army requests that gifts NOT BE WRAPPED.  A new coding procedure has also been implemented, so please return your gifts (in the plastic bag provided) and angel (stapled or taped to the bag) to Heather in the church office by NEXT Sunday, December 11th.  
SERVE
Salvation Army Bell Ringers Needed December 10th.   Please mark your connection card or contact Bob Bussler at (703) 820-4415 if you can volunteer for an hour or two next Saturday.  We’ll be ringing at the Safeway Store on King Street & Seminary Road. 
GROW
Bi-District Training Day: 
DAY:  Saturday, January 7th 2012
TIME: 9:00am to 3:30pm.
LOCATION: Floris UMC in Herndon, VA

This year’s keynote speaker is Rev. Jorge Acevedo from the Florida Conference.  He’ll be discussing ways to “Turbo Charge the Tradition.”  Lunch will be provided!

Get more information and register online at www.novaumc.org/BDTD.html. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] The registration deadline is December 15th.

YOUTH GROUP
The Youth Group has two upcoming trips.  On December 11th, the Youth Group his heading to Target to shop for the angle tree.  On December 18th, the Youth Group is headed to the National Zoo for “Zoo Lights” as part of their Christmas Party.  Permission forms (they’re needed for both trips) are in the Narthex.

MOPS
MOPS to Host Scholastic Book Fair Event from December 9th-15th.  Trinity MOPs invites you to the Scholastic Book Fair from December 9th-15th, located in the small activity room downstairs in the Preschool. Funds raised will help purchase books and soft furniture for the classrooms. The Book Fair will be open daily on December 9 and December 12th-14th from 9a-10a and 12-1p. It will also be open during the MOPs Holiday Party on December 10th (9:30a-12:30p) as well as on Wednesday, December 14th from 6-8p during Trinity’s Table. On the last day of the fair, December 15th, it will be open from 9-10a only. Also for the first time this year, there will be an online Book Fair running from December 2nd-8th. Simply go to the following website, http://www.scholastic.com/schoolbookfairs/2911297,
and shop from wherever you are up until December 8th!! You will find even more titles and selections available online.


THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone who helped with this year’s UMW Flea Market by donating items, making a monetary donation, baking items and volunteering. We raised $2,500 during the sale!  We’re still accepting monetary donations, which can be made out to the United Methodist Women and handed to either Rita Newbegin or Ruth Hartley.  Proceeds this year go to ALIVE, Community Lodgings, & Rising Hope -United Methodist Mission Church

BCCC
Building Community Capital Campaign (BCCC) Electronic Giving:  To sign up for electronic giving, go to the Trinity Website at www.trinityalexandria.org. Click on the "Online Giving" link on the left side of the home screen. Click on the "Give Now" button. From the next screen you can create an online profile which will allow you to set up an account to make a BCCC contribution. This is the same procedure you would follow for making contributions to the general fund for your annual stewardship or a one-time contribution for any reason. You can check your giving history online at any time, change your contribution levels, or make special contributions. If you have any problems or questions about electronic giving, you can contact Heather Tveter in the church office at (703) 549-5500 or office@trinityalexandria.org or contact John Ploch at (703) 402-7036 or jploch@comcast.net.

POINSETTIAS
The following people have selected to pick up plants after service today:  Sharyn Abbott (1), Bonnie Baxley (1), Matt Benton (1), Connie Blood (4), Carol Bobby (1), Carol Bowers (2), Mary Beth Buchholz (2), Bob Bussler (2), Beth Campbell (1), Jodi Capps (2),  Linda Coleman (2), Susan Collins (1), Brain Coval (10), Mary Gillman (1), Jody Haas (1), Joan Hlinka (2), Peepsie Howard (3), Mark Leatherman (3), Linda Lowery (2), Courtney McCreesh (2), Laurel Moran (2),  Katherine Morrison (2), Lori Murphy (2), Resa O’Flaherty (4), Lucelle O’Flaherty (2), Linda Pitts (1), Cindi Rauert (1), Darwin Regehr (1), Jill Robinson (4), Em Rusch (3), Christy Sharp (1), Alicia St. Jean (2),  Kay Stewart (3), Sue Stewart (1), Dave Torborg (2), Susan Willis (2), Liz Williams (2). The following people have selected to pick up plants after Christmas day service: Sharyn Abbott (1), Matt Benton (1), Carol Bobby (1),  Beth Campbell (1), Susan Collins (2), Amy Dale (2), Phyllis Earley (1),  Martha Ellett (1),  Mary Gillman (1), Jenny Graves (1), Nancy Hunt (2), Mary Lumsden (2), Cindy Merchant (2), Shauna Root (1); Mary Walker (1); Ronnie Willett (2).
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April 21, 2011
Dinner 5:30-7:15pm
Service 7:30pm
Soup and Sandwiches
Please RSVP for dinner by Today


THANK YOU
Susan Willis says “Thanks to all of you!”  Twojunior members of our mission team, Russel Broman and Bryan Johnson, their moms, Amy Dale and Diane Johnson, and loyal volunteer Casey Enyeart,  serviced at Christ House on Sunday, April 10th. If you are interested in helping out in May, please call or e-mail Susan Willis at (703) 725-7295 or shwillis76@gmail.com.

Trinity hosts two Daisy Girl Scout troops, and both have thanked our family by planting Spring bulbs around the church.  Troop 6098 wrote the following in a card for us, “The Daisies of troop 6098 want to say thank you to Trinity for allowing us to meet in the chapel and host our ice cream social with the other Daisy troop.  We hope you enjoy the Spring flowers we’ve planted as a small thank you.”
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Extra Greeters are needed for Easter morning to share in “shifts” at our multiple entrances from 9:30am – 11am.  If interested, please indicate your interest on the connection card.

HOLY WEEK
April 21st - Maundy Thursday
Trinity’s Table, 5:30-7:15pm
Maundy Thursday Service, 7:30pm

April 22nd - Good Friday
The sanctuary will be open until 9pm with materials available to help guide your prayer for Good Friday

April 23rd
Pancake Breakfast, Activities, and Easter Egg Hunt
Something for all ages, beginning with pancakes from 9-10:30am.  Then assist, participate, or watch with joy as the children up to grade 5 take part in crafts, activities, and age-specific hunts from 9:30-11am. Easter Egg Hunt, crafts, and activities - 9:30-11am
Trip to the Easter Vigil at the National Cathedral - 7pm

April 24th - Easter
No Sunday School Classes
Easter Breakfast - 9:30am 
Easter Worship - 10:45am 
There will be no StoryTime











Great Vigil of Easter Saturday, April 23rd. Join us for a trip to Washington National Cathedral for the moving service of the Great Vigil of Easter, where we will “hear the ancient stories of God’s redeeming work, moving from darkness to light, from solemn chant to joyful song, as we celebrate the glorious Resurrection.” This service of watchfulness and celebration will take place Saturday, April 23, 2011 at 8 p.m. and will last past 11 p.m. Since parking around the Cathedral is at a premium, please meet at the Trinity UMC parking lot at 7 p.m. prepared to car pool/drive. There’s a sign-up sheet on the Connecting Board outside the narthex to indicate your interest. For more information, please contact Kaaren Christopherson at kaarenc@verizon.net or 703-671-8869.
GROW








Vacation Bible School 2011 Registration is Open! Please join us at Trinity UMC August 1 - 5 from 9:30 a.m. to Noon. This special week is for rising kindergartners through completed fifth grade students throughout our community. Secure your spot by filling out a registration form, located in the narthex and in the church office, and returning the form to the office with a $25 per family fee (fee waived for VBS volunteers).  Questions or to volunteer: Contact Meredith Cantrell (). We look forward to exploring themes of Gratitude, Compassion, Forgiveness, Grace, and Faithfulness during our "Inside-out and Upside-down" week of fun!







SERVE

Easter Egg Hunt Helpers STILL needed!  Willing hands are needed for the following activities:
1. Set up for the hunt the morning of Sat., April 23rd.
2. "Shepherd" an age groups through their hunt.
Please indicate your interest on the Connection Card or contact Christy Sharp at worldsgreatestant@yahoo.com.
Rebuilding Together Alexandria Saturday, April 30: Are you looking for a one-time, one-day volunteer opportunity where you can really make a difference?  A way to dip your toe in the water and see what mission work in the local community is actually like? Rebuilding Together Alexandria is for you!  You can sign up in the narthex, or by contacting Tim Critchfield <waviator@earthlink.net> or Courtney McCreesh <clmccreesh@gmail.com>.  RTA organizes teams of volunteers to help qualifying homeowners with repairs and maintenance on their homes.  This year we are working on a home in Arlandria, very close to Trinity.  It needs a new front door installed and tile repair in the kitchen.  Don’t worry about your skill level.  Tim is our project leader and will show you what to do!
GIVE













STEP ALIVE 30th Walk-A-Thon:  Join Jill Robinson and others in the walk and/or make a pledge!  Jill has picked up the torch again for this year’s event to support ALIVE’S Child Development Center (CDC) a preschool with tuition based on family income and size.  It is the only fundraiser for the CDC!  You can join in the 5-mile walk through Old Town on May 1st (2-5pm, beginning at First Christian Church) and/or pledge to Jill and the team.  Indicate interest on the connection card or give Jill a call (703-931-3129).    

Collection for ALIVE!'s Food Pantry - April means ALIVE! is counting on Trinity UMC's members and friends to support our food pantry.  The items needed most urgently are spaghetti sauce, tuna & canned meats, complete pancake mix  and maple syrup. And, as always, monetary donations allow for the purchase both perishable and nonperishable items. Checks should be made payable to Trinity UMC with "ALIVE! Food Bank" annotated in the memo section.  As always, many thanks for your generosity.  Hundreds of hungry Alexandrians receive food from ALIVE! every month.
Next Sunday is the last day of collections to help Trinity’s Missions Team and support the Society of St. Andrew (SoSA) through the MILES OF PENNIES project. SoSA is a Food Rescue and Distribution Ministry whose national headquarters are in Big Island, Virginia.  As a national ministry, the Society of St. Andrew operates in all the contiguous states and the District of Columbia to help feed the hungry of America. Look for the SoSA Miles of Pennies jug located in the Narthex and visit www.endhunger.org for more informat
 MOPS PRESCHOOL
A Ministry of TUMC
Employment Opportunities: Trinity MOPS Preschool is a weekday program of Trinity United Methodist Church.  We offer a school year program and Summer Camp opportunities from June 6 through August 12. We are looking for individuals who love to work with children and on a team of early childhood professionals. We are looking for individuals who have education in the early childhood field and who may want a part-time schedule either during the summer and/or the fall, and for those who would like to think about substituting in our program. If you or someone you know would be interested in exploring employment possibilities with our MOPS Preschool, please contact Gloria     Oberkehr, Director of MOPS Preschool.  You may call Gloria at 703-549-7422 or contact her via email at mopsdirector@trinityalexandria.org. 








































MUSIC FOR  HOLY WEEK

Maundy Thursday: A service of readings and hymns with anthems of Schubert, Schutz, and Vivaldi accompanied by Charlie Powers, cello
 
Easter Sunday: Choral Prelude at 10:45 with music of Billings, Brahms, Ferguson, and Telemann Trinity Trebles sing Jesus is Alive! 
Trinity Ringers ring music for Easter 
Mozart's Te Deum accompanied by strings, trumpet and organ. Congregational singing of Hallelujah Chorus from Messiah concludes the service 
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