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Trinity

United Methodist Church
December 25, 2011
Christmas Day
In honor of this worship experience, please set all electronic devices on silent.

Childcare is available in our nursery (room 209) for children 3 and under.  Please see an usher for more information.
*stand when able
Welcome & Announcements






     
              Rev. Phyllis R. Earley

We are blessed by all who are present this morning, but we especially welcome our guests!  We encourage everyone to take a 
moment to complete the Connection Card found in your bulletin and place it in the offering plate later in the 
service.  This card 
is just one of the many ways we stay connected here at Trinity through ministry, service, caring, and sharing.  

Preparation for Worship                                       What Child is This?



                        arr. Ray

                             


*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                     Jill Robinson 

One: To us, watchful and waiting, a gift has been slipped into our midst.

All: A tiny child, born in a manger,

One: A gift of peace to troubled souls and dangerous streets,

All: A gift of joy to sad hearts and cautious lives,

One: A gift of hope to wearied brows and oppressed peoples.

All: A tiny baby.

One: A gift from God

All: Meant for us.

One: Open your hearts,

All: Raise your voices,

One: Give thanks to the Giver,

All: Welcome the Gift! 
*Hymn 224                                                  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                                             In Dulci Jubilo
 Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                                                                                              Susan Collins
Advent Hymn Response
                       We Lift the Light of Hope



                  Coronation
 





           Verse 5
Time With Young Christians

                                            Rev. Phyllis R. Earley & Rev. Matthew J. Benton

Anthem                                                                  O Hearken Ye



                  Alfred Burt





                          Todd Juneau, tenor


O hearken ye who would believe, the gracious tidings now receive: Gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo! The mighty Lord of heav'n 
and earth today is come to human birth! O hearken ye who long for peace, Your troubled searching now may cease! For at His 
cradle you shall find God's healing grace for all mankind. O hearken ye who long for love and turn your hearts to God above. 
The angel's song the wonder tells: now love incarnate with us dwells!


*A Reading from the Gospels                                John 1: 1-14                                           Pew Bible, NT, Page 91

The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.  

Meditation                                                          Where Was God?


              Rev. Phyllis R. Earley 

Carol Sing


Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.
The Offering

O God, you have given us the greatest gift, your Son. We respond to you by giving to you what is 
precious to us. Grant that we might learn to give even more freely, and teach us how giving 
changes us. We give thanks for your unceasing love through this tiny child. Amen.

We’re glad you’re here today and ask you to please fill out the connection card found in your bulletin and place it in the offering 
plate as it is passed to you. 
Offertory 

                                        Away in a Manger




            arr. Ray            
                  
*The Doxology 95     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Holy Communion 





Statement of Faith


We believe in God, in Jesus Christ, in the Holy Spirit, and in you and in me. We believe the Holy 
Spirit has freed us to worship as a community.  We believe the Holy Spirit works through balloons 
and ministers, daisies and wiggly children, clanging cymbals and silence, drama and the 
unexpected, choirs and banners, touching and praying, spontaneity and planning, faith and doubt, 
tears and laughter, leading and supporting, hugging and kneeling, dancing and stillness, 
applauding and giving, creativity and plodding, words and listening, holding and letting go, thank 
you and help me, Scripture and alleluias, agonizing and celebrating, accepting and caring, through 
you and through me, through Love.  We believe God’s Holy Spirit lives in this community of 
dancing, hand-holding people where lines of age politics and life-styles are crossed.  We believe in 
praising God for Life.  We believe in responding to God’s grace and love and justice for all people.  
We believe in the poetry within each of us.  We believe in dreams and visions.  We believe in old 
people running and children learning.  We believe in the Kingdom of God within us.  We believe in 
Love. 

*Hymn 246                                                            Joy to the World                                                                   Antioch
*The Benediction
*Postlude                                                              Joy to the World 
Intercessory Prayer Requests for our Church Family 
Ill and Convalescing:   Scott Benning (Linda Kay Benning’s son); Gordi Blume (Rich McKinney’s friend); Harry Coffman; Virginia Collins; William Connelly (Jeff & Shelly Dilks’ nephew); Shirley Crowe; Jack Fox (Ellan Moore’s brother-in-law); Carol Granberg (Linda Popovich’s mother); John Green (Helen Gryboski’s daughter’s father-in-law); Hilda Haas; Billie Hodges; William Kaplan (Steve and Connie Blood’s grandson); Pat Knowles (Jennifer Deibert’s relative); Michael Leahy (Karen Lindsey’s brother); Nancy Martin (Susan Collins’ friend); Sue McKinney (Rich McKinney’s mother); Betty Mitchell; Roz Modlin; Muff Nash; Dorothy Owen; Rachel Robinson (Jill Robinson’s niece); Linda Seay (Bob Bussler’s niece); Marvin Stanford; Judy Wagner (Mary Jane Ruhl’s cousin); Joann Wilkinson (Kelly Karoly’s mother.)

Serving Overseas: Peter Burke, Tommy Bicksler, Thomas McNally, Patrick Merchant, Charlie Nash & the Hishmeh Family.

Those Serving at Worship Today

Chancel Steward:   Ellan Moore
Greeter:   Jill Robinson 
Ushers:   John Lumsden, Bill Detroy, Michael Gryboski, Paul Griffith & Lucelle O’Flaherty 
Counters:  Alan St. Jean, Helen Gryboski, Charles Vanatta (Head Counter)
Sound:  Harley Hopkins 
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