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Trinity

United Methodist Church
December 18, 2011
Fourth Sunday of Advent
In honor of this worship experience, please set all electronic devices on silent. 
Childcare is available in our nursery (room 209) for children 3 and under.  Please see an usher for more information.

*stand when able

Welcome & Announcements

                                                                    Rev. Matthew J. Benton
We are blessed by all who are present this morning, but we especially welcome our guests!  We encourage everyone to 
take a moment to complete the Connection Card found in your bulletin and place it in the offering plate later in the 
service.  This card is just one of the many ways we stay connected here at Trinity through ministry, service, caring, 
and sharing.  
Preparation for Worship
                   O Come, O Come Emmanuel                               arr. John Behnke






   Trinity Ringers
Introit



                For the Herald’s Voice is Crying                








     
*Call to Worship                                                                                                                        Tess Moran

One: In the advent seasons, when the past has fled, unasked, away and there is nothing left to do 
but wait.

Many: God, shelter us.


One: Be our surrounding darkness.

Many: Be the fertile soil out of which hope springs in due time.


One: In uncertain times


Many: help us to greet the dawn and labor on, love on, in faith awaiting your purpose hid 
in you, waiting to be born in due time. Amen.

*Hymn 202                                                      People, Look East                                                     Besançon
The Lighting of the Advent Wreath
                                                                                      Yost Family
On this fourth Sunday of Advent, as we think about the coming of Jesus Christ, we light the 
candle of love. How great is the love the Father has lavished on us! (1 John 3:1) This is how God 
showed His love: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him. (1 
John 4:9) A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another. All men will know that you are my disciples if you love one another. (John 13:34-35)
Advent Hymn Response

       We Lift the light of Hope 
                                       Coronation 


                                          Verse 4

Time With Young Christians                                                                                       Rev. Phyllis R. Earley 

Children are strongly encouraged to remain in worship.  However, if necessary, children ages 3 years through 2nd 
grade may exit for Storytime and may be picked up from Room 206 following the service.   

   
   
Anthem         


             Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus


        Steven Rickards





      Carol Bowers, soprano

Come, Thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release us. Let us find our rest in 
thee. Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing 
heart. Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king, born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom 
bring. By thine own eternal  Spirit rule in all our hearts a one; by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious 
throne.
A Reading from the Old Testament            1 Samuel 7:1-11, 16                             Pew Bible, OT, Page 250

The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.  

*Hymn 216                                          Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                        Es Ist Ein Ros
*A Reading from the Gospels                          Luke 1:38-56                                    Pew Bible, NT, Page 57


The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.  
Sermon

                                    Mary’s Story
                                Rev. Matthew J. Benton



 
Preparation for Prayer  
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Prayers of the People                                                                                                   Rev. Phyllis R. Earley 

A pause follows each prayer, which ends with:  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

The Offering

Dear Father, we admit that Advent can be a challenging time. We are not accustomed to waiting. We live in a world of instant gratification. Yet you call us to wait, to anticipate, and to prepare for the birth of your son on Christmas Day. Now, we are counting the days -- seven more days until Christmas Day. This countdown generates a variety of emotional responses -- excitement, joy, relief, and maybe even sadness. Provide us with a sense of calm. May the rhythm of worship and this offering moment calm us so that we are prepared to receive anew the birth of Jesus, the Christ Child. Amen.
We’re glad you’re here today and ask you to please fill out the connection card found in your bulletin and place it in the offering plate as it is passed to you. 

Offertory 


                          Song of Joy                                                  Anna Laura Page





          Trinity Ringers
*The Doxology 95     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Reception into Membership


                                                            Tyler & Cindi Rauert 

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include Tyler and Cindi now before you in your care? 



 

With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of Christ. We will surround Tyler and Cindi with a community of love and forgiveness, that they may grow in their trust of God, and be found faithful in their service to others. We will pray for them, that they may be true disciples who walk in the way that leads to life.
Members of the household of God, I commend Tyler and Cindi to your love and care. Do all in your power to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in love.
We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in Christian love. As members together with you in the body of Christ and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
*Affirmation of Faith 880                             The Nicene Creed
*Hymn 214                                              Savior of the Nations, Come          Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland
*The Benediction

*Benediction Response
*Postlude 


           Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland



    Buxtehude
Please join us immediately following worship for refreshments and fellowship with your Trinity Family.

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in appreciation of Trinity’s Missions Team from Carol Bowers.
Intercessory Prayer Requests for our Church Family 
Ill and Convalescing:  Scott Benning (Linda Kay Benning’s son); Gordi Blume (Rich McKinney’s friend); Harry Coffman; Virginia Collins; William Connelly (Jeff & Shelly Dilks’ nephew); Shirley Crowe; Jack Fox (Ellan Moore’s brother-in-law); Carol Granberg (Linda Popovich’s mother); John Green (Helen Gryboski’s daughter’s father-in-law); Hilda Haas; Billie Hodges; William Kaplan (Steve and Connie Blood’s grandson); Pat Knowles (Jennifer Deibert’s relative); Michael Leahy (Karen Lindsey’s brother); Nancy Martin (Susan Collins’ friend); Sue McKinney (Rich McKinney’s mother); Betty Mitchell; Roz Modlin; Muff Nash; Dorothy Owen; Rachel Robinson (Jill Robinson’s niece); Linda Seay (Bob Bussler’s niece); Marvin Stanford; Joann Wilkinson (Kelly Karoly’s mother.)

Serving Overseas: Peter Burke, Tommy Bicksler, Thomas McNally, Patrick Merchant, Charlie Nash & the Hishmeh Family.

Those Serving at Worship Today

Acolyte:  Carson Hopkins 
Chancel Steward:   Cindy Merchent
Greeters:   Brian, Bambi, Zoe & Allie Coval
Ushers:   John Lumsden, Bill Detroy, Paul Griffith, Dan O’Flaherty & Lucelle O’Flaherty (Head Usher)
Sound:  Harley Hopkins 
Counters:  Richard Hunt, Marshall Cook & Erik Johnson (Head Counter)
Story Time:   Ken Halla, Havila Mitchell & Diane Johnson 

Reception:   Ronnie Willett
Today’s Anthem is a setting by Steven Rickards of Charles Wesley’s text, found in our hymnal at #196, composed for solo soprano and a cappella voices. Dr. Rickards is a composer, professor, author and internationally known countertenor, with expertise in early music as well as contemporary. He resides in Indianapolis, where he sings with the Choir of Men and Boys at Christ Church Cathedral. As Trinity’s music director, I enjoyed working with Dr. Rickards at a Chorworks workshop in 2008. 
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