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Third Sunday of Advent







In honor of this worship experience, please set all electronic devices on silent.
Childcare is available in our nursery (room 206) for children 3 and under.  Please see an usher for more information.

*stand when able

Preparation for Worship 	                     Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent 		                  arr. Mary Cambern

Welcome & Announcements 								              Rev. Phyllis R. Earley
	We are blessed by all who are present this morning, but we especially welcome our guests!  We encourage everyone to take a 	moment to complete the Connection Card found in your bulletin and place it in the offering plate later in the 	service.  This card 	is just one of the many ways we stay connected here at Trinity through ministry, service, caring, and sharing.  	   	             			            

Introit 					           Sing We Now of Christmas			 	   French Carol	Sing we now of Christmas, Noel sing we here. Hear our grateful praises to the babe so dear. Sing we Noel, the King is born 	Noel… 	Noёl Nouvelet, sing we a new Noёl. Thank we now our God, and of His goodness tell; Sing we Noёl to greet the 	newborn King; Noёl Nouvelet, a new Noёl we sing.	
	     
*Call to Worship 					                                                            	   Susan Collins 
	Leader: Here, in this place, we discover the great things God has done.
	People: In story and song, in silence and sacrament, we are reminded that God's relationship with 	us lasts forever.
	Leader: Here, with these people, we find our true home.
	People: where we can run home laughing, after being lost for so long.
	Leader: Here, during this holy season, we hear those promises made so long ago.
	P: Of the One who repairs all our mistakes, of the One who reshapes our brokenness.		       

*Hymn	 220			                    Angels from the Realms of Glory			             Regent Square                                                               
			
The Lighting of the Advent Wreath 				           		                                       Coval Family	
	On this third Sunday of Advent, as we think about the coming of Jesus Christ, we light the candle of joy. 	When Christ comes into our lives, He brings the fullness of joy. He anoints our hearts with the oil of 	gladness. (Isaiah 61:3) When Jesus was born, the angels said that His coming was good news of great joy for 	all people. (Luke 2:10) Because Christ has come to us, we can live every day 	in the joy of the Lord. Praise 	to His name!

Advent Hymn Response	                       We Lift the light of Hope				                  Coronation
                                                                                   Verse 3

The Baptismal Covenant of Jackson Vincent Root
Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include this child now before you in your care? 				 
With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of Christ. We will surround Jackson with a community of love and forgiveness, that he may grow in his trust of God, and be found faithful in his service to others. We will pray for him, that he may be a true disciple who walks in the way that leads to life.

Hymn 611			                Child of Blessing, Child of Promise   		                                  Stuttgart

Now it is our joy to welcome our brother in Christ.
Through baptism you are incorporated by the Holy Spirit into God’s new creation and made to 	share in Christ’s royal priesthood. We are all one in Christ Jesus. With joy and thanksgiving we 	welcome you as members of the family of Christ.			                   
Time With Young Christians							                                       Jill Robinson 	Children are strongly encouraged to remain in worship.  However, if necessary, children (through third grade) may exit for 	Storytime and may be picked up from Room 209A following the service.   	   	   	   	  	    

Anthems 			                    Wexford Carol		                                arr. Dale Warland
	Good people all, this Christmas time, consider well and bear in mind what our good God for us has done, in sending his beloved 	Son. With Mary, holy, we should pray to God with love this Christmas Day; In Bethlehem upon that morn there was a blessed 	Messiah born. The night before that happy tide, the noble Virgin and her guide were long 	time seeking up and down to ind a 	lodging in the town. But mark how all things came to pass: from every door repelled, alas! As long foretold, their refuge all was 	but an humble ox’s stall. 
					            
                                                                       How Far is it to Bethlehem? 		                            Berg/Taylor
			              Trinity Trebles, Choristers and Women’s Ensemble
	How far is it to Bethlehem?  Not very far. Shall we find the stable-room let by a star? Can we see the little child, is he within? 	If we lift the wooden latch, may we go in? May we stroke the creatures there, oxen and sheep? May we watch like them and see 	Jesus asleep? If we touch his tiny hand, will he awake? Will he know we’ve come so far just for his sake? Great kings have 	precious gifts, and we have nought. Little smiles and little tears are all we brought.  For all weary children, Mary must weep, 	Here on his bed of straw, sleep, children, sleep.  Christ in his mother’s arms, babes in the byre, Sleep as they sleep who find 	their hearts’ desire.
					
[bookmark: _GoBack]*A Reading from The Gospels           	                   Luke 1:26-33		                       Pew Bible, NT, Page 56		The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.  

Meditation                                                           Do Not Be Afraid				  Rev. Phyllis R. Earley

Anthems 				                   Wexford Carol		                                arr. Dale Warland
	Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep their flocks of lambs and feeding sheep; To whom God’s angels did appear, which put the 	shepherds in great fear. Prepare and go, the angels said, to Bethlehem, be not afraid; for there you’ll 	find this happy morn, A 	princely babe, sweet Jesus born. With thankful heart and joyful mind, the shepherds went 	the babe to find, and as God’s angel 	had foretold, they did our Saviour Christ behold. Within a manger he was laid, And by his side the Virgin maid, attending 	on the Lord of Life, Who came on earth to end all strife. 
						 
				         While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night	                      arr. Alice Parker   
	While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on the ground, the angel of the Lord came down and glory shone 	around. 	“Fear not,” said he, for mighty dread had seized their troubled mind, “Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you 	and all man-kind.  To you in David’s town this day is born of David’s line The Savior, who is Christ the Lord and this 	shall be the sign. The heavenly Babe you there shall find, to human view displayed, all meanly wrapped in swaddling bands and 	in a manger laid.”  Thus spoke the seraph, and forthwith appeared a shining throng of angels, praising God, who thus 	addressed their joyful song; all glory 	be to God on high, and to the earth be peace; Good will henceforth from 	Heaven to men 	begin and never cease. 
                                            
				                Sister Mary Had-a But One Child 		                        Timothy Banks
	Sister Mary had but one child born in Bethlehem, and every time that little baby cried, she’d rock Him in a weary land. O 	three wise men to Jerusalem came, they travelled from very far; They said, “Where is he, born King of the Jews, for we have seen 	his star.” King Herod’s heart was troubled; He marveled but his face was grim. He said, 	“Tell me where the child may be 	found; I’ll go and worship him; An angel appeared to Joseph, and gave him this command; “Arise ye! Take you wife and child; 	Go flee into Egypt land. For yonder comes old Herod, a wicked man and bold; He’s slaying all the children from six to 	eight days old.” Sister Mary had…			
                                                                      




*Congregational Anthem	                        Sing We Now of Christmas			        Randol Alan Bass 	
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels! 
Refrain: O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation! 
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest!
Refrain: O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

Away in a manger, No crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head;
The stars in the sky look’d down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus, Asleep on the hay.

The Cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes;
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

	The first Nowell the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep:
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel!

Then let us all with one accord 
sing praises to our heav’nly Lord,
That hath made heav’n and earth of naught, 
And with his blood mankind hath bought:
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of Israel!

Joy to the world! The Lord is come, let earth receive her King.
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room, and heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nation prove
The glories of His righteousness, and wonder of His love,
And wonder of His love, and wonders, and wonders of His love.

Silent night, Holy night, all is calm, all is bright.
Round yon virgin Mother and Child, Holy infant so tender and mild.
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
  	
Silent night, Holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavn’ly hosts sing, “Alleluia,
Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born.”


Hark, the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies,
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem”
Hark, the herald angels sing; “Glory to the newborn King.”

Hail, the heavn’n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings:
Mild He lays his glory by, Born that we no more may die;
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
Hark, the herald angels sing; “Glory to the newborn King.”
					       
Ministry Moment			                                                                                       Mary Beth Buchholz

The Offering
	


	Gracious God, we offer you thanks and praise for this season of anticipation, this season of Advent. 	As we prepare for the birth of your son, we share our tithes and offerings with the joy and excitement 	that is common as one anticipates the birth of a new child. Bless these gifts in your Holy Name. 	Amen.
	We’re glad you’re here today and ask you to please fill out the connection card found in your bulletin and place it in the offering 	plate as it is passed to you.  

Offertory 	 				     What Child is This?

*The Doxology 95     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.


Anthem			                     Love Came Down at Christmas			               Leo Sowerby
	 Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love divine; love was born at Christmas, Stars and angels gave the sign. 	Worship we the Godhead, Love incarnate, Love divine; Worship we our Jesus: but wherewith for sacred sign? Love shall 	be our token, Love be yours and love be mine; Love to God and all men, Love for plea and gift and sign. 

*Hymn 238			                  Angels, We Have Heard on High		                      arr. Hal Hopson
	 
All: Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo!

	Women: Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be, which inspire your heav’nly song?
All: Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Men: Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee, Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
All: Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo!

All: See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise.
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo!
*The Benediction

Benediction Response		               And the Glory of the Lord from Messiah			                G.F. Handel
[bookmark: 4]         And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

Postlude    			          Allegro from 'Sonata for Trumpet and Strings'			  Henry Purcell


The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God and in remembrance of Rev. Clarence and Helen Jane Ploch from John and Lauri Ploch.

A rose is on the altar today in celebration of the birth of Henry Philip Lehr on December 5th in Austin, TX to parents Philip and Meghan Lehr, big brother Connor Lehr, grandmother Susan Collins and great grandmother Virginia Collins.

Please join us immediately following worship for refreshments and fellowship with your Trinity Family.

Intercessory Prayer Requests for our Church Family 
Ill and Convalescing:  Scott Benning (Linda Kay Benning’s son); Gordi Blume (Rich McKinney’s friend); Kathy Burton (Ruth Hartley’s sister); Harry Coffman; Virginia Collins; William Connelly (Jeff & Shelly Dilks’ nephew); Shirley Crowe; Jack Fox (Ellan Moore’s brother-in-law); Carol Granberg (Linda Popovich’s mother); John Green (Helen Gryboski’s daughter’s father-in-law); Hilda Haas; Billie Hodges; William Kaplan (Steve and Connie Blood’s grandson); Pat Knowles (Jennifer Deibert’s relative); Michael Leahy (Karen Lindsey’s brother); Nancy Martin (Susan Collins’ friend); Sue McKinney (Rich McKinney’s mother); Betty Mitchell; Roz Modlin; Muff Nash; Dorothy Owen; Rachel Robinson (Jill Robinson’s niece); Linda Seay (Bob Bussler’s niece); Marvin Stanford; Joann Wilkinson (Kelly Karoly’s mother.)

Serving Overseas: Peter Burke, Tommy Bicksler, Thomas McNally, Patrick Merchant & the Hishmeh Family.

Those Serving at Worship Today
Acolyte: Russell Broman
Chancel Steward:  Ellan Moore
Greeters:  Greg & Joan Hlinka
Ushers:  Bob Bussler,  John Lumsden, Andy Dichter, Cheryl Dichter & Lucelle O’Flaherty (Head Usher) 
             Sound:  Harley Hopkins 
	Counters:  Brian Coval, Steve Karoly, David Torborg & Grey Mitchell (Head Counter)
	Reception:   Ronnie Willett
Guest Musicians:  Regino Madrid, violin; Kyung LeBlanc, violin; Ann Steck, viola; Danielle Cho, cello; Mike McReynolds, bass; Marian Rian Hays, harp; Susan Rider, trumpet; Lyriel Claire, organ; Bill Richards, percussion.
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